O

Optimist Club

Essay Contest

2026 Essay Contest Topic:
“How My Acts of Service Help Me Understand What My Community Means to Me”

Participants must be,
= Under 19 years old as of October 1%, 2025

o%a ) = Attending a school in the Calvert-Prince Frederick region (e.g., Chesapeake Beach,
Huntingtown, Owings, Port Republic, Prince Frederick, St. Leonard). Note that
students attending schools in Lusby, MD should submit essays to the Solomons
Optimist Club.

Essays must adhere to all contest rules* including, but not limited to,
= Address the offical contest topic
‘ = 700-800 words

4
M = Typed and double-spaced

» Single-sided and stapled (physical submissions only)

*See the 2025-2026 Optimist International Essay Scholarship Contest Application for official contest rules and
scoring criteria.
Essay contest prizes:
) 1%t Place: $150
2" Place: $100
3 Place: $75

Electronic submissions should be sent as an attachment to Kimberly Imel at kimmel763@agmail.com by
11:59PM ET on Friday, February 13, 2026. Arrangements can also be made for physical submissions
upon request.

Website: Contact: Submission Resource:
QQ www.CalvertOptimists.org N Kimberly Imel e 2025-2026 Optimist
\\ 301-385-2317 International Essay
kimmel763@gmail.com Scholarship Contest
Application

e Frequently Asked Questions

NOTE: This event/activity/business is not sponsored by the Calvert County Board of Education, Calvert County Public Schools, or
any individual school. We provide equal opportunities to outside agencies to distribute materials that offer opportunities to
students and/or their parents/guardians, but that permission should not be considered a recommendation or endorsement by the
school district.

/////////’/7/’////III/I/I/I/II/I/I/I/III/I/I/I/II/I/I/I/III/I/I/I/II/I/I/I/II/I/I/I/I/I/I/I/I/I/IA


mailto:kimmel763@gmail.com
http://www.calvertoptimists.org/
mailto:kimmel763@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lArQZvOMFKPvPLq3X0tdiGmS4WLYYaED/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lArQZvOMFKPvPLq3X0tdiGmS4WLYYaED/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lArQZvOMFKPvPLq3X0tdiGmS4WLYYaED/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lArQZvOMFKPvPLq3X0tdiGmS4WLYYaED/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ROrP4YDfnj4hgJObbGEJ8o580JuDP6Gv/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104643911892147432740&rtpof=true&sd=true

	Optimist Club 
	Essay Contest

