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“You'll need to be able to write clearly with
a logical structure, be an independent
reader and thinker, and willing to share

your views in class if you are considering
A-Level Religious Studies.”

PROGRAMME OF STUDY

Although the specification is officially called “Religious
Studies” we have included Philosophy in the name
because you’ll study atheist and secular opinions too!

Over the two-year course, you’ll look at some topics from
academic philosophy, some ethical/moral dilemmas and
theories, and the detailed history of one religion. You as a
class, together with the teacher, will decide on which
religion to study in depth, as the choice does not have to
made immediately.

Philosophical topics centre around atheist critiques of
theological arguments, and possible replies; ethical
theories are drawn from various historical and modern
authors and applied to contemporary debates.

You'll read a lot of material from a huge range of authors,
learning to express yourself clearly and with precision,
weighing up all the aspects of a question to reach a well-
supported conclusion. There are no right answers here;
students of all faiths and none, and those who are unsure
what they believe, are all welcome.
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ASSESSMENT

Three two-hour written papers at the end of the
second year, one on each aspect of the course.
In each paper, you will write three essays from a
choice of four.

High-scoring essays will demonstrate your detailed
factual recall of definitions and theories, your
ability to explain complicated ideas clearly and
concisely, and your ability to develop arguments
for and against a particular statement

FUTURE PLANS

Success in Religious Studies demonstrates, to both
universities and employers, your ability to absorb large
amounts of difficult information and to explain complex
ideas simply. It is a popular degree subject in its own
right, as well as being a complementary subject to a
number of courses

TO APPLY

Grade 8 or above in English or another essay subject (e.g.
history).



