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Reporting Policy 

● Every school employee, agent or contractor who suspects child abuse or neglect as defined in 
Section 261.001 of the Texas Family Code must submit a written or oral report to Child Protective 
Services or identified authorities within 48 hours or less of the suspicion. 

● If a child self-reports, the person to whom the first outcry is made is the responsible party for 
making the report. Assistance is available from administrators, counselors, school resource officer, 
or the school nurse.   

● Any school district documentation created to assist in making the initial report is not to be kept nor 
sent to central administration.  Any such records, hand-written or digital, are to be disposed of 
properly upon completion of reporting.  Individuals may maintain documentation for their personal 
reference if those documents are not district records and are the sole property of the individual. 

● Reports can be made at the Texas DFPS website, https://www.txabusehotline.org or by telephone 
at 1-800-252-5400. 

Annual Distribution and Staff Development 

● The district policy regarding child abuse and neglect shall be electronically distributed to all 
principals at the beginning of the school year by the Chief Academic Officer. 

● Principals will distribute the policy to all campus personnel at the beginning of the school year and 
will address the policy in staff development programs at regular intervals throughout the year. 

CPS in District Facilities 
 

● The Texas Attorney General has held that a school official who conditions a CPS investigator’s 
access to a child at school may be guilty of interfering with a child abuse investigation. Opinion DM-
476 (1998).  

● CPS investigators are not required to provide a driver’s license or be subjected to a criminal 
background check at the school (including RAPTOR scans). Schools may rely on the state-issued CPS 
photograph identification badges in allowing access but do not photocopy the badge. 
 

 

https://pol.tasb.org/Policy/Download/1103?filename=FFG(LEGAL).html&title=STUDENT%20WELFARE&subtitle=CHILD%20ABUSE%20AND%20NEGLECT
https://www.txabusehotline.org/

