Woodrow's Graphic Novel Contest Instructions

Graphic Novels tell a story using art. They can be fantasy, romance, non-fiction, etc. as they are
not limited by genre. Woodrow contest entries can be on any topic, theme or plot that is suitable for
all ages up to 12.

This contest is open to any Woodrow Wilson Middle School student. Each student is only allowed
one entry. You may work individually or in teams, but all entries will be considered as a single entry
and any possible prizes will be shared by the team. Use of named characters and settings from
current books, series, games, etc. are protected by copyright laws and cannot be used. All work
must be the original thought(s) of the author(s)/illustrator(s). For more information visit Aspect Law
Group at https://www.aspectlg.com/posts/copyright-in-characters-what-can-iuse

Entries will be judged based equally on BOTH illustration and storyline.

Guidelines:

All artwork must be hand drawn, no digital images.

Text (words) may be digital and pasted/printed onto the page.

May use a single or a mix of mediums (ink, color pencil, etc.), but your

graphic novel needs to be in a graphic story format. Templates are available

in the library, but you may create your own format(s).

v" All pages, except the title and back page, must have a one-inch border
around all edges for binding purposes.

v" Length must be between 6 and 14 pages. All submissions are required to
have a title page and back cover page to be included in the maximum length
of 14.

v' Use letter-size paper (8.5 x 11), single-sided only. It may be arranged
horizontally or vertically but be consistent. Pages should be 2 dimensional,
no 3-D attachments.

v Submissions should not be bound together except by paperclips or binder
clips.

v" Do not fold or staple your pages.

AN

All entries must be received by 4:00 PM on Friday, April 10, 2026.

The winner will receive a $25 Barnes & Noble gift card, a spiral bound copy of their
work as well as having a copy of their work added to Woodrow’s library collection.
Other prizes will include an art supply gift set for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners.
See the Woodrow library for more details on prizes.

See the back of this sheet for helpful questions.



Some questions you should ask yourself regarding your graphic novel:

¢ |s the workmanship clean and professional looking without smudges or sloppy
lines?

o Are the illustrations clear and easy to follow?
o Do | use the space well without leaving empty spots without meaning?

e Does the size, shape or placement of panels tell you about the emotion or
importance of scenes?

« Are the page layouts, panels and transitions easy to follow?

e Do your characters show emotion with their expressions or body language?

« Is the style unique and distinctive or something seen a lot?

« |s the story original or predictable?

e Does the plot make sense, with a conflict and resolution?

« Is the setting established and works well with the characters?

e Is your grammar and spelling correct?

« |s the dialogue appropriate for students under 13 years of age?

o Are the words easy to read? (You can use digital print in the book)

« Are the words placed in a good space especially in relation to the illustration?
e Do | have a one-inch border on all sides of the page?

e Do | have a title page and back page? (These do not need the one-inch border)
e Are all the pages one sided?

e Do | have between 6 and 14 pages counting the title and back cover pages?

Deadline: Remember the deadline is 4:00 pm on Friday, April 10, 2026

You can turn your book in early.

Good Luck!



