
Kindness • Confidence • Resilience

Curriculum 

Year 9 Curriculum:

English 

Maths

Science

Philosophy and Ethics

Character and Culture  

Core PE 

Geography 

History 

Modern Language 

THREE Options Choices 

Year 10 Curriculum:

English 

Maths

Science

Philosophy and Ethics

Character and Culture  

Core PE 

Geography or History

THREE Options Choices 
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What exactly is my child learning?
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How can I talk to my child about their learning?
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Kindness  •  Confidence  • Resilience

Options 

• Choices for Year 10 Curriculum will be issued in February and completed 

forms will be due in March
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Key considerations

• All students take History or Geography 

• Can you take both? – Yes

• Can you pick a subject that has not been studied before?

• We expect students to select subjects from this timetable in Year 9 

however if there are exceptional circumstances please consult directly 

with Mr Miller.

• Does my child have to take a Modern Language?

• We highly recommend that students continue with a language for a 

broad and balanced curriculum.
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Key considerations

• Will my child do Double Award or Separate Science?

• All students take Double Award (two separate GCSEs and you can 

progress to A Level Science with these – you may hear it called 

Combined Science) unless they select Separate Science as one of their 

Options.

• Can all students pick Separate Science?

• Yes, the Science Department will consult with you about the 

suitability of the larger course for your child in the Summer Term of 

Year 9.
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Key considerations

• How does Philosophy and Ethics work when all students study this?

• The Philosophy and Ethics that all students study is part of their 

statutory provision and is not externally accredited.  If your child 

wishes to study this for a GCSE they can select this as an Option.

• What is Core Support?

• Core support is an Options choice that supports students with their 

Literacy.  Students who select this will be reviewed to check they are 

suitable for the course. Our SENCo of Head of English will 

recommend this to students where they feel it is most appropriate. 
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Key considerations

• What do I do when there are several courses for a subject e.g. PE?

• You can select the course you desire on your Options Form e.g. 

Sports Studies or GCSE PE.  Staff will contact you to discuss the 

option if they feel your child would thrive more on the alternative 

course.

• Is my child guaranteed to get their Options choice?

• We design our Option Blocks around our student choices to give the 

most students the highest chance of getting their chosen combination.  

Where there are students, whose choice does not fit, we will consult 

with students and parents to discuss Options.  Courses run based on 

uptake, so they do require enough students to select them to run.
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Key considerations

• Similar courses 

• Your child can not select courses that are too similar as this does not 

give them a breadth of curriculum. For example Art and Photography 

are the same course via a different medium, this is also the case for 

Design and Technology course.  Another example it IT and 

Computing.
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Learning in lesson 
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Learning & Teaching at Southam College
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Our Learning Routines

#1. Cold Calling (in every lesson)

#2. Revise in 5 Starter (in every lesson)

#3. Silent Study (in every lesson)

#4. FAR feedback (Feedback, Action Response)

#5. REACH learning

Managing time and resources efficiently in the classroom to maximise 

productivity and minimise wasted time (e.g., starts, transitions); 

giving clear instructions so students understand what they should be 

doing; using (and explicitly teaching) routines to make transitions 

smooth.

Great Teaching Toolkit Evidence Review (June, 2020)
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#1 Revise in 5 Starter: The Benefits

“If nothing has altered in long-term memory nothing has 

been learned.” Sweller et al 2011

Adapted from Retrieval Practice, Kate Jones (2019)

• Every time that information is retrieved, the original memory becomes 

stronger (particularly helpful to students with poor working memory)

• Identifies gaps in knowledge

• Provides valuable feedback to teachers

• Improves metacognition (students are aware of what they don’t know)

• Regular testing encourages students to study more
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Literature Retrieval Practice
What’s Your Score?

What is the name of a 
monologue a character 
delivers when they are 

alone on stage?

How would you  describe 
an audience of the time 

of Macbeth?

Why does Macduff want 

revenge on Macbeth?
What is the name of 

Banquo’s son?

Which bird does Lady 
Macbeth say ‘croaks the 

fatal entrance of
 Duncan’?

Why is Macbeth not 
scared of Macduff?

What was the name of 
the book on witchcraft  

King James wrote?

Complete the quote: 
‘Why does this horrid 
image ___ my hair?’

Write out a quotation 
that refers to the use of 

water as an 
image?

What is the name of the 
social order of the time 

of Macbeth’?

Who calls Macbeth a 
‘hell-hound’?

Who is Macbeth talking 
about when he says his 

fears in them ‘stick
 deep’?

2

Last lesson (1) Last week (2) Two weeks ago
(3)

Further back! (4)

3

2 2

3

3

1

1

1

4

4

4
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#2. Cold Calling: The Benefits

“All students should be involved in engaging with 

the teacher-student dialogue with time to think, and 

not be allowed to hide, dominate or be 

overlooked. It’s not a one-off strategy; it needs to 

be the default mode for most questions; absolutely 

routine.”  Tom Sherrington The Power of 

Questioning (2018)

What are the benefits of cold-calling? 

What are the challenges?
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“Deep thinking can only take place in 

an environment that enables 

introspection. Silence, therefore, is a gift 

and certainly not a punishment.”

Jamie Thom, A Quiet Education: Challenging the Extrovert Ideal 
in Schools (2020)

#3. Silent Study
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#4 FAR (Feedback, Action, Response)
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#5 REACH
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Memorable Experiences 

• School priorities: Provide students with as wide a range of memorable 

experiences as possible and in still our values of Kindness, Confidence and 

Resilience
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What we offer? 

• We believe that education extends beyond the classroom.

• We want to provide students with a variety of memorable experiences 

that support personal growth and academic success
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Residential Trips 

Year Group Trip Month

7,8,9 Netball Weekend Residential May

9 Battlefields Trip - Belgium July

10 Ski Trip February

10 GCSE Geography Cranedale Trip October

10,11,12 Netball Weekend Residential October

11 High Attainers residential April

12 A Level Cranedale Trip March

12,13 Iceland Trip February

9 Duke of Edinburgh - Bronze Varies

10 Duke of Edinburgh - Silver Varies

12 Duke of Edinburgh - Gold Varies

12,13 World Challenge July/August

Our trips are an 

integral part of our 

curriculum. For 

instance, Year 7- 9  

students take part in a 

netball residential , 

while Year 10 can go 

skiing, and Year 12 & 

13 participates in 

international trips. 

These experiences 

broaden their 

perspectives and 

cultural awareness
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Community Engagement

• Community engagement is vital at Southam College. Our 

students participate in projects like VE day commemoration, 

supporting residence at Galanos allowing students to connect 

with the community



Kindness  •  Confidence  • Resilience

School Activities 

• We offer a wide range of school activities, including sports teams, arts 

programs, and STEM clubs. These activities encourage teamwork, 

creativity, and help students form lasting friendships
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Attendance

• Education is the passport to the future, 

for tomorrow belongs to those who 

prepare for it today – Malcolm X

• We want pupils to be keeping up, not 

catching up.

• The aim is for less that 3 days of absence 

per year.

• 18 days of absence in the year is classed 

as “persistently absent”, that’s only 1 in 

10 days off,
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Illness

High temperature

 If your child has a high temperature, keep them off school until it goes away.

Coughs and colds

It's fine to send your child to school with slight cough or common cold symptoms, such 

as a runny nose, sore throat or headache, as long as they're otherwise well and do not 

have a high temperature.

Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues and to wash their hands regularly.

Feeling anxious or worried

It's normal for people to feel a little anxious sometimes. They may get a tummy ache or 

headache, or have problems eating or sleeping.

Avoiding school can make a child's anxiety about going to school worse. It's good to 

talk about any worries they may have such as bullying, friendship problems, school 

work or sensory problems. You can also work with the school to find ways to help 

them.

If your child is still struggling and it's affecting their everyday life, it might be good to 

talk to your GP or school nurse.
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Support

• The following support is 

available in school

• Form Tutor

• Head of Year

• Connection Hub

• SEND Team

• Pastoral Team

• Attendance Team 

including fortnightly 

appointments
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Unifrog?

Unifrog is an online platform designed to support young people to make informed decisions 

about their futures.

They partner with schools to provide a range of online tools and 

lessons to help students explore their interests, find their best next step, 

and apply successfully.

The online platform is suitable for all students from Year 7 all the way 

up to Year 13 and beyond.

We’re going to look at some of the tools suitable for each year group, 

and some of the opportunities available to students.
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What is Unifrog?

• Unifrog is an online platform designed to support 

young people to make informed decisions about their 

futures.

• They partner with schools to provide a range of online 

tools and lessons to help students explore their interests, 

find their best next step, and apply successfully.

• The online platform is suitable for all students from Year 

7 all the way up to Year 13 and beyond.

• We’re going to look at some of the tools suitable for 

each year group, and some of the opportunities 

available to students.



Kindness  •  Confidence  • Resilience



Kindness  •  Confidence  • Resilience



Kindness  •  Confidence  • Resilience

Parents and caregivers: get 

signed up!

Why should students have all the fun?! You can create 

your own account to see key details about your child’s 

Unifrog journey, and to access the tools in the same 

way students do!

Scan this QR code or go to www.unifrog.org/parent 

and create an account using your email address or single-sign 

on

(i.e. signing in with Google or Microsoft).

http://www.unifrog.org/parent
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