
Eisenhower Elementary Family Engagement Plan 2025-2026 
 
Eisenhower Mission Statement: 
As an IB school, Eisenhower Elementary aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring 
young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 
understanding and respect.  
We foster belonging by creating an inclusive, equitable community where each individual’s 
uniqueness and contributions are embraced and actualized as we explore our ever-expanding 
world.  
Curiosity drives authentic, rigorous learning experiences. Reflection and goal setting ensure 
growth and motivation for continuous learning both within and beyond our school community. 

Eisenhower Family Engagement Goal:​
Eisenhower Elementary aims to strengthen the partnership between families and school to 
enhance student achievement, well-being, and success. Our goal is to create a welcoming 
environment for all families and ensure they have the information, resources, and opportunities 
needed to engage meaningfully in their child’s education. 

Objectives and Action Steps: 

1.​ Collaborative Planning and Review 
○​ Each spring, the Eisenhower Elementary Building Leadership Team will review 

and refine the Family Engagement Plan.  
2.​ Transparent Communication 

○​ An annual presentation will be held to share schoolwide goals, assessment 
strategies, and available supports. This ensures families understand the 
academic expectations and resources available to support their child’s success. 

3.​ Equitable Access to Information 
○​ Interpreter services will be coordinated for informational events to ensure all 

families can access school communications in their preferred language. 
4.​ Support for Families in Need 

○​ Based on specific family needs, Eisenhower will connect families to resources for 
food, housing, transportation, mental health, and attendance support. 

5.​ Regular Academic Updates 
○​ Families will receive consistent, detailed information about their child’s progress 

via report cards and conferences, occurring four times each year, to support 
learning at home. 

6.​ State Assessment Results 
○​ Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment scores for Grades 3-5 will be shared 

each fall to provide families with a clear understanding of their child’s 
achievement in reading and math. 

7.​ Open Channels of Communication 
○​ Eisenhower staff will be accessible to families by phone, email, the school 

website, and scheduled meetings to answer questions and address concerns. 



8.​ Encouraging Family Involvement 
○​ All parents are encouraged to volunteer and engage in classroom and 

schoolwide activities to build a stronger school community. 
9.​ Welcoming School Environment 

○​ Eisenhower Elementary will continue to foster an inclusive and welcoming 
atmosphere for all families through culturally responsive instruction. 

10.​Accessible Information in Multiple Languages 
○​ Our family newsletter and key parent communications will be sent with the 

capacity to be translated into multiple languages, and interpreters will be 
available for caregiver conferences to ensure all families stay informed and 
included. 

Outcome:​
This Family Engagement Goal aims to create a school culture where families feel valued, 
supported, and involved, ultimately fostering a positive environment for student learning and 
growth. 

 
This Family Engagement Plan was developed by the Eisenhower Building Leadership Team and 
will be in effect for the period of the 2024-2025 school year. 
 
Building Leadership Team 
Melissa Ness​ ​ ​ Principal 
Sara Schmidt​ ​ ​ Assistant Principal 
Kristy Nelson​ ​ ​ Instructional Coach 
Shannon Karkula​ ​ Data Specialist 
Laura Blackledge​ ​ IB Coordinator 
Jeff Hochstein​​ ​ EL Educator 
Donghong Wang​ ​ Classroom Teacher 
Edwing Llangari​ ​ Classroom Teacher 
Pam Shrestha​​ ​ Classroom Teacher 
Maddie Shaw​ ​ ​ Classroom Teacher 
Catherine Funk​ ​ Classroom Teacher 
Mara Sorenson​ ​ Music Educator 
Rocio Howarth​ ​ Paraprofessional 
Ramona Neill​ ​ ​ Restorative Practices Practitioner 
Naimo Osman​​ ​ Community School Grant Coordinator 
Markel Rios​ ​ ​ District Representative 
 
 
 
 



Family Engagement Goal How Family Engagement $ 
will be used to support the 
goal 

Aligned budget categories 
Leanne to complete this 

Eisenhower Elementary aims 
to strengthen the partnership 
between families and school 
to enhance student 
achievement, well-being, and 
success. Our goal is to create 
a welcoming environment for 
all families and ensure they 
have the information, 
resources, and opportunities 
needed to engage 
meaningfully in their child’s 
education. 

-To fund refreshments for 
each ‘Coffee with the 
Principal’ meeting 
 
-To fund snacks for 
caregivers at student 
assemblies, and other 
academic events 
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