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Preparing All Students for a Successful Tomorrow




Happy 2026 from Roosevelt students & staff

| want to thank YOU for sending your children to school with warm
winter clothing, we are grateful to see them dressed properly. As parents, |
want to reassure you that we do weigh the decision to stay in or go outside
for recess based on precipitation, temperature, and wind chill. We try to
make the same decision as Kennedy and Lakeland but due to factors such
as how sheltered the playgrounds are it can change the decision especially
as the wind is concerned. Your child’s safety is our biggest concern so we weigh the decision

carefully. Our Weather Policy reads, “....Students will go outside for recess unless the air
temperature is below 0, or the wind-chill creates a temperature below -5 degrees F....."

As | write this, we are busy gearing up for the Holiday Door Judging Contest.
The top 3 rooms win classroom prizes. Here is a sample. Our judges will have their work cut out for
them!




SNOW MUCH
FUN!

Just two reminders:
- Please be sure to call before 2 pm if you want a different dismissal plan for your child.
- Please be careful when driving through our parking lots. There are staff, students, and
parents coming and going throughout the day.

Again, if you have questions, concerns, or comments, please do not hesitate to call me at 231-8474

or email me at lockhartl@willmar.k12.mn.us Your ?OV"‘"V\QY‘QH\? and feedback are important.

Thank you

Lori Lockhart, Roosevelt Principal



PreK:

Welcome back to school! In preschool this month, we will be working hard on counting and
making sets. We practice counting every day and hope to get to 29 by the end of the year.
We also will be making sets with objects. We work on counting objects one at a time and
having students give us a number of requested items. You could practice this at home by
asking your child to get you 5 items and increase it to the number 10. Happy counting!

K:

Happy 2026, Kindergarten families! We are excited about starting the new year strong in
kindergarten and looking forward to welcoming your children back to school - we missed
them over break! We are continuing our study of story elements in literacy while reading
stories about The Farm. We've talked about setting, characters, and will move into a fiction
story's problem and solution. We continue to learn 2 new letter-sound correspondences a
week and practice reading and writing basic words with those new sounds. As always - read,
read, read at home! The paper decodable books we send home weekly are GREAT practice
for your emergent reader! In math we are moving into comparing and ordering numbers,
discussing the vocabulary words "greater than, less than, and order." Finding ways to count,
compare quantities, and practice writing numbers in everyday life is a great way to practice
this skill with your child.

Please be mindful of sending winter gear (coat, hat, mittens, snow pants, snow boots) each
day as we do go outside daily (barring extremely cold temps). We are excited about the
second half of our school year and so proud of how far your child has come already!
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Hello First Grade Families!

We hope you had a great winter break! Please remember to keep sending warm outdoor
clothes for your child (snow pants, boots, gloves/mittens, hats, coats). An extra dry pair of
socks is also a good idea! This month, we will continue our study of animals with our Wit
and Wisdom curriculum for Reading. We will take a closer look into Jane Goodall, seahorses,
retelling stories. and finding the main topic. In Math we will be digging into addition and
subtraction skills and strategies. Please keep reading with your child at home this month -
ask them to tell you what the main topics are, and see if they can retell the story to you.
Practice math skills at home as you turn daily chores (counting socks, spoons, etc.) into math
problems!




2nd Grade:

We hope you enjoyed winter break! We are looking forward to the learning that will happen
in the new year. This January we will continue our work in reading, reading comprehension,
math, and various other subjects like social emotional learning and handwriting. In reading,
we will be working more with vowel teams and start our study of diphthongs. This
knowledge will help students decode unknown words and read more fluently. In reading
comprehension we continue to notice, wonder, identify/understand topic-specific words,
and gather evidence to clearly communicate their thinking when giving a written response. in
math, we will continue to learn a variety of strategies students can use to successfully solve
double digit addition and subtraction problems. This month our character word is honesty.
Thank you for your continued support; we appreciate you and your students!

3rd Grade:

It is January already! Happy New Year to you all. As the school year proceeds in full force,
your students are working hard to continue to grow their reading and writing skills through
our Phonics and Morphology curriculums. They will continue to explore various artists and
their creative abilities, and begin to make many exciting discoveries of various Ancient times
through our Social Studies units. Multiplication and division will be a lengthy unit as we begin
preparing for the upcoming MCA’s. Any support that you can provide your students at home
with skill practice would both help them prepare for that and be more successful in school.
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4th Grade: ‘;23!&«_5“
Happy New Year, families! This month we are diving into a new reading module about -'/;\"-

survival, exploring data in math, and continuing to grow. With colder weather, make sure
your child comes prepared for outdoor play. We are looking forward to a great start to 2026!

5th Grade:

Happy January from 5th grade! Winter is definitely here, so please make sure your student(s)
have their winter gear and E-learning packets. We will be starting module 2 in Wit and
Wisdom before winter break, and we will pick up where we left off in January when we come
back. In this module, the students will be learning about dialogue as they learn about and
explore creative writing. During this module, the students will be reading The Phantom
Tollbooth by Norton Juster. In math, we will be working on fractions and decimals.




Music:

3rd, 4th and 5th grades have been playing xylophones this month. 3rd grade is working on
how to hold mallets correctly, and how to play ostinatos (repeated patterns). 4th and 5th are
reviewing those skills, as well as learning how to play tremolos (fast notes on one bar),
borduns (cross-lateral mallet movements), and harmonies (several parts happening at the
same time).

Kindergarten’s proficiency scale for quarter 2 focuses on singing with others, and being able to
tell the difference between singing, speaking, whispering, calling, thinking, and yelling voices.

1st Grade’s proficiency scale this quarter goes a step beyond Kinder and focuses on singing
with others and by myself.

2nd Grade students are working on singing by themselves, singing with others, and singing
with piano (quiet) dynamics, and singing with forte (loud) dynamics.
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Upcoming Performances to add to your calendar! éi‘
1st Grade Informances - Come see we music class is like!
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*Fritz’s Class Informance is Thursday, February 5th, 2026 from 1:20-1:45pm
*Thorson’s Class Informance is Thursday, February 5th, 2026 from 1:45-2:10pm
*Bosch’s Class Informance is Friday, February 6th, 2026 from 1:20-1:45pm
*ledema’s Class Informance is Friday, February 6th, 2026 from 1:45-2:10pm

4th-5th Grade Songfest: Thursday, March 5th, 2026, 10:00am

2nd-3rd Grade Songfest: Thursday, April 30th, 2026, 10:00am S O n g Fe St
STEM:

In STEM, we are busy studying:

Grade K: Properties of Objects Grade 3: Moon on the Move

Grade 1: Helpingthe Environment Grade 4: Breaking Down and Moving Rocks

Grade 2: Changes Caused by Heating or Cooling Grade 5: Properties of Matter

EL:

Between February and March 2026, ELL students at Roosevelt will take the ACCESS
assessment, which measures how well students are developing their academic English
language skills. The test looks at listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Kindergarten
students will take the assessment one-on-one with a teacher, while students in grades 1-5 will
complete most of the assessment on an iPad. They will listen, read, and answer questions
online, speak into a microphone, and complete the writing portion on paper. The results help
the school understand each student’s progress in English. Your child’s scores will be mailed
home during the summer.



PE:
Please make sure your student has gym-appropriate shoes each day
for Physical Education.

We will continue our Volleyball unit through January 9th.
Beginning January 12th, we will start new units: Bowling, Hockey,
and Racquet Activities.

We are excited to introduce Brandt Sunder, a student teacher from SDSU (South Dakota State
University), who will be working with Mr. Becker this term. Please join us in welcoming Mr.
Sunder to our PE team!
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Honesty is our character word for the month of January. Our classrooms will focus on the
importance of telling the truth in what we say and do. When we are honest, people know they
can trust us and count on us. When we are dishonest, we may have trouble making friends
and people will doubt our credibility.

Reminding your child that it’s important to be honest before you ask about a situation
increases the chances they will tell the truth. Let them know that telling the truth is both
important and brave. When your child tells the truth about a situation, remember to thank
them for their honesty. When we make a mistake, the first step to fixing the situation is to be
honest about what happened.

Encouraging your child to be honest is important, but what should you do if you know your
child is lying? Avoid calling out your child in a lie. That won’t help your child become more
honest in the future. Instead, share what you know about the situation, explain that you
expect your child to be honest, and give your child an opportunity to tell the truth. In many
cases, it may help to acknowledge the feelings behind their lie, such as embarrassment, fear
or anxiety. Help them to see honesty as an act of courage. It can be hard to tell the truth!

Thank you for sharing your children with us each day. We want every child to thrive at school
and we are here to help. Please reach out to us if you have any questions or concerns.

Cheryl Bosch, School Social Worker (3rd-5th Grade)- boschc@willmar.k12.mn.us

Katie Sordahl, School Counselor (PreK-2nd Grade)-sordahlk@willmar.k12.mn.us
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