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Fall VAPA Highlights Showcase Student Excellence Across SMMUSD

The Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District (SMMUSD) congratulates students, educators and arts
programs across the district for an outstanding season of visual and performing arts achievements. From
statewide music honors to award-winning theatre performances, students continue to demonstrate
exceptional creativity, talent and dedication.

Twelve Samohi students selected for 2025 CODA Honor Orchestras
Twelve Santa Monica High School band and orchestra
students have been accepted into the 2025 California
Orchestra Directors Association (CODA) Honor Orchestras
following a competitive statewide audition process. Students
submitted scale requirements and audition excerpts for
consideration.

Selected students include: Alex Brandenberg, Grayson
Fitzgerald, Amber French, Gregory Gee, Elle Guggenheim,
Ryan Hajmomenian, Oscar Hughes, Eleanor Kim, Adeline
Rader, lan Rhie-Kim, Eli Tobel and Kyle Wang.

; ) o The 12 Santa Monica High School band and
These students traveled to the University of the Pacific in orchestra students have been accepted into the

Stockton, California, Dec. 5-6 for rehearsals and a 2025 CODA Honor Orchestras.

culminating concert open to the public.

“Being accepted into CODA is a tremendous honor that reflects the dedication and musical artistry of our
students,” said Dr. Jim Wang, SMMUSD Visual and Performing Arts Coordinator. “We are proud of their
commitment to excellence and grateful for the strong music community that supports them.”

Samohi Theatre earns second place awards at DTASC JV Festival

The Santa Monica Theatre Department participated in the Drama Teachers of Southern California
(DTASC) JV Division Festival Nov. 8, competing with schools across the region in multiple theatre
categories:

Open Comedy Group Scene
Ethan Kondratyev

Noelle Kirkpatrick

Leylah Espinoza

Jordan Gubian
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Ethan Schwartz
Lia Duarte

Audition Monologue
Juliet Simon

Based on a True Story Group Scene
Lea Zakharia ,
Alexandra Ornelas The Santa Monica Theatre Department students

Calliope Kirschbaum
Sage Moore

Both group scenes and the monologue entry earned second place awards.

Samohi Theatre production earns perfect scores from CETA adjudicators

Samohi Theatre’s fall play, “The Play That Goes Wrong,” received perfect scores from California
Educational Theatre Association (CETA) adjudicators for its Sunday, Nov. 16, performance. Eight
actors, 12 student technicians and the full ensemble cast and backstage crew received certificates of
merit.

Adjudicators praised the cast’s comedic timing, physical stagework and the production’s directing and
technical execution. Reviewers highlighted the ensemble’s cohesiveness and the attention to detail

across all production elements.

Twenty-four SMMUSD students selected for All-State Music Ensembles

Twenty-four students from Lincoln Middle School, John Adams Middle
School and Santa Monica High School have been selected to participate in
the 2025 All-State Music Ensembles through the California All-State Music
Education Conference, known as CASMEC. CASMEC is the statewide
conference that brings together California’s top middle and high school
musicians for honor ensemble performances, workshops and exhibitions.

Lincoln Middle School
Joshua Hochberg, trombone, 8th grade, Junior High School Concert Band
Caleb Fitzpatrick, tuba, 8th grade, Junior High School Symphonic Band

John Adams Middle School
Indy Guggenheim, French horn, 7th grade, Junior High School Concert

Lincoln CASMEC students.

Band

Ross Sullivan, clarinet, 7th grade, Junior High School Concert Band

Liam Gillespie-Breslo, string bass, 8th grade, Junior High School String Orchestra

Hailey Nosho, string bass, 8th grade, Junior High School String Orchestra

Elodie Barker, soprano, 7th grade, Junior High School SATB (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) Choir
Isabel King, soprano, 8th grade, Junior High School SATB (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) Choir
Charley McCain, alto, 7th grade, Junior High School SATB (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) Choir

Santa Monica High School
Eli Boreth, drum set, 12th grade, High School Jazz Band

-more-



Eleanor Kim, viola, 10th grade, High School String
Orchestra

Adeline Rader, viola, 11th grade, High School String
Orchestra

lan Rhie-Kim, 11th grade, High School String Orchestra
Grayson Fitzgerald, string bass, 12th grade, High School
Symphony Orchestra

Matti Scott, trumpet, 12th grade, High School Symphony
Orchestra

Elle Guggenheim, trumpet, 10th grade, High School
Concert Band

Leo Kelty, clarinet, 11th grade, High School Concert Band

Nathaniel Chin, clarinet, 12th grade, High School Symphonic Band

Eli Tobel, clarinet, 11th grade, High School Symphonic Band

Zoey Jaffa, alto, 11th grade, High School SATB (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) Choir

Harper McCallum, alto, 12th grade, High School SATB (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) Choir

Karin Cervantes, alto, 12th grade, High School SSAA (soprano 1, soprano 2, alto 1, alto 2) Choir
Curtis DiMundo, tenor, 11th grade, High School TTBB (tenor 1, tenor 2, bass 1, bass 2) Choir
Milo Smith, bass, 12th grade, High School TTBB (tenor 1, tenor 2, bass 1, bass 2) Choir

SMMUSD celebrates the creativity, discipline and passion demonstrated by arts students across the
district and extends appreciation to the educators and community members who support arts education
year-round.

. Santa Monica High School CASMEC studer;;;v.
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Lo mas destacado de VAPA en el otoino ejemplifica la excelencia estudiantil
en todo el SMMUSD

El Distrito Escolar Unificado de Santa Moénica-Maliba (SMMUSD) felicita a los estudiantes, los
educadores y los programas de arte por una temporada de extraordinarios logros en las artes visuales y
escénicas de todo el distrito. Desde reconocimientos musicales en todo el estado hasta presentaciones
teatrales acreedoras de galardones, los estudiantes continuan demostrando una creatividad, talento y
dedicacion extraordinarias.

Doce estudiantes de Samohi seleccionados para las Orquestas de Honor CODA 2025
Doce estudiantes de banda y orquesta de la Preparatoria
Santa Ménica High fueron aceptados a las Orquestas de
Honor de la Asociacion de Directores de Orquesta de
California (CODA) 2025, tras un competitivo proceso de
audicion estatal. Los estudiantes entregaron las partituras
requeridas y secciones de audicién para consideracion.

Los seleccionados son: Alex Brandenberg, Grayson
Fitzgerald, Amber French, Gregory Gee, Elle Guggenheim,
Ryan Hajmomenian, Oscar Hughes, Eleanor Kim, Adeline 7
Rader, lan Rhie-Kim, Eli Tobel y Kyle Wang. Estos Los 12 estudiantes de banda y orquesta de la
estudiantes viajaron a la University of the Pacific en Preparatoria Santa Ménica High aceptados a las
Stockton, California del 5 al 6 de diciembre para las Orquestas de Honor de CODA.
practicas y el concierto final para el publico.

“Ser aceptado a CODA es un tremendo honor que refleja la dedicacion y habilidad musical de nuestros
estudiantes”, dijo el Dr. Jim Wang, coordinador de Artes Visuales y Escénicas del SMMUSD. “Estamos
orgullosos de su compromiso a la excelencia y agradecidos por la sélida comunidad entusiasta de la
musica que los apoya”.

El grupo teatral de Samohi obtiene el segundo lugar en los reconocimientos del Festival DTASC
JV

El Departamento de Teatro de Santa Monica participé el 8 de noviembre en el Festival de la Division JV
de Maestros de Arte Dramatico del Sur de California (DTASC), compitiendo con escuelas de toda la
region en multiples categorias teatrales:

Escena de grupo de comedia abierto
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Ethan Kondratyev
Noelle Kirkpatrick
Leylah Espinoza
Jordan Gubian
Ethan Schwartz
Lia Duarte

Mondélgo para casting

Juliet Simon Estudiantes de EI Departamento de Teatro de Santa
Monica

Escena en grupo basado en una historia verdadera
Lea Zakharia

Alexandra Ornelas

Calliope Kirschbaum

Sage Moore

Ambas escenas en grupo y el mondlogo se colocaron en el segundo lugar de premiacion.

La produccién de Teatro de Samohi obtiene calificaciéon perfecta de los jueces de la CETA

La obra de teatro de otofio, “The Play That Goes Wrong” [La obra que sale mal] recibié una calificacion
perfecta de los juecez de la Asociacion de Teatro Educativo de California (CETA), por su actuacién del
domingo 6 de noviembre. Ocho actores, 12 técnicos y el grupo teatral completo y el equipo de trabajo
detras del escenario recibieron certificados por mérito.

Los jueces elogiaron el ritmo cdmico del elenco, los movimientos fisicos en escena y la direccion de
produccion y ejecucion técnica. Los criticos destacaron la cohesion del grupo y la atencion a los detalles
en todos los elementos de produccion.

Veinticuatro estudiantes del SMMUSD fueron seleccionados para participar en la conferencia All-
State Music Ensembles

Veinticuatro estudiantes de la Secundaria Linconln Middle, Secundaria
John Adams Middle y la Preparatoria Santa Mdnica High fueron
seleccionados para participar en 2025 All-State Music Ensembles de la
conferencia California All-State Music Education Conference [Grupos
Musicales de todo el Estado 2025 de California] conocida como
CASMEC. CASMEC es una conferencia estatal que reune a los musicos
mas destacados de la secundaria y la preparatoria para presentaciones
musicales de prestigio, talleres y exhibiciones.

Secundaria Lincoln Middle
Joshua Hochberg, trombén, 8.° grado, Banda Concertista de Junior High
Caleb Fitzpatrick, tuba, 8.° grado, Banda Sinfénica de Junior High

Estudiantes CASMEC de Lincoln.

Secundaria John Adams Middle

Indy Guggenheim, corno francés, 7.° grado, Banda Concertista de Junior High

Ross Sullivan, clarinete, 7.° grado, Banda Concertista de Junior High

Liam Gillespie-Breslo, contrabajo, 8.° grado, Orquesta de Instrumentos de Cuerda de Junior High
Hailey Nosho, contrabajo, 8.° grado, Orquesta de Instrumentos de Cuerda de Junior High

-more-



Elodie Barker, soprano, 7.° grado, Coro SATB (soprano, alto, tenor, bajo) de Junior High
Isabel King, soprano, 8.° grado, Coro SATB (soprano, alto, tenor, bajo) de Junior High
Charley McCain, alto, 7.° grado, Coro SATB (soprano, alto, tenor, bajo) de Junior High

Preparatoria Santa Monica High

Eli Boreth, juego de tambores, 12.° grado, Banda de Jazz
de Preparatoria

Eleanor Kim, viola, 10.° grado, Orquesta de Instrumentos
de Cuerda de Preparatoria

Adeline Rader, viola, 11.° grado, Orquesta de
Instrumentos de Cuerda de Preparatoria

lan Rhie-Kim, 11.° grado, Orquesta de Instrumentos de
Cuerda de Preparatoria

Grayson Fitzgerald, contrabajo, 12.° grado, Orquesta
Sinfénica de Preparatoria

Estudiantes CASMEC de:]\ohn Adams.

Matti Scott, trompeta, 12.° grado, Orquesta Sinfénica de Preparatoria

Elle Guggenheim, trompeta, 10.° grado, Banda Concertista de Preparatoria

Leo Kelty, clarinete, 11.° grado, Banda Concertista de Preparatoria

Nathaniel Chin, clarinete, 12.° grado, Banda Sinfénica de Preparatoria

Eli Tobel, clarinete, 11.° grado, Banda Sinfonica de Preparatoria

Zoey Jaffa, alto, 11.° grado, Coro SATB (soprano, alto, tenor, bajo) de Preparatoria

Harper McCallum, alto, 12.° grado, Coro SATB (soprano, alto, tenor, bajo) de Preparatoria

Karin Cervantes, alto, 12.° grado, Coro SSAA (soprano 1, soprano 2, alto 1, alto 2) de Preparatoria
Curtis DiMundo, tenor, 11.° grado, Coro TTBB (tenor 1, tenor 2, bass 1, bajo 2) de Preparatoria
Milo Smith, bajo, 12.° grado, Coro TTBB (tenor 1, tenor 2, bajo 1, bajo 2) de Preparatoria

El SMMUSD celebra la creatividad, disciplina y pasion que demostraron los estudiantes de arte de todo
el distrito y extiende su apreciacion a los educadores y la comunidad que apoyan las artes durante todo
el afo.

Estudiantes de CASMEC de Santa Monica Hiéh
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