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IMPORTANT DATES
D e c .  1 5  -  1 9 :  P a r e n t  C o - O p  S a n t a

S h o p  ( d u r i n g  l i b r a r y  c l a s s e s )

D e c .  1 6 :  B O E  B u s i n e s s  S e s s i o n  @  W H S

D e c .  1 6 :  W i n t e r  C o n c e r t  K i n d e r g a r t e n

@  5 : 3 0 ;  F i r s t  g r a d e  @  6 : 3 0

D e c .  1 7 :  W i n t e r  C o n c e r t  S e c o n d  g r a d e

5 : 3 0 ;  T h i r d  g r a d e  @  6 : 3 0  

D e c .  1 8 :  H o l i d a y  C h o i r  C o n c e r t

( g r a d e s  6  -  1 2 )  7  p . m .  @  L i n d l e y

D e c .  2 2  -  J a n  2 :  W i n t e r  B r e a k  ( n o

s c h o o l )     J a n .  5 :  S c h o o l  r e s u m e s

J a n .  1 6 :  E n d  o f  m a r k i n g  p e r i o d  2

J a n .  1 9 :  M L K  D a y  ( N o  s c h o o l )

CREATING A VISION
D e a r  W e l l i n g t o n  F a m i l i e s ,

“ V i s i o n  w i t h o u t  a c t i o n  i s  m e r e l y  a  d r e a m .  A c t i o n  w i t h o u t  v i s i o n

j u s t  p a s s e s  t h e  t i m e .  V i s i o n  w i t h  a c t i o n  c a n  c h a n g e  t h e  w o r l d . ”  

-  J o e l  A .  B a r k e r .

W e l l i n g t o n  E x e m p t e d  V i l l a g e  S c h o o l s  h a v e  m a d e  a  c o n c e r t e d

e f f o r t  t o  f o c u s  o n  c a p i t a l i z i n g  o n  o u r  s t u d e n t s ’  a n d  s t a f f ’ s

i n d i v i d u a l  s t r e n g t h s  t o  m a x i m i z e  o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  o u r

D u k e s ’  f u t u r e s .  

D u r i n g  o u r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  d a y s ,  w e  h e l p e d  a l l  o f  o u r

t e a c h e r s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  u n l o c k  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  b y  u s i n g  t h e

C l i f t o n  S t r e n g t h s F i n d e r  2 . 0 ,  a n d  o u r  7 - 1 2  g r a d e r s  u s e d

Y o u S c i e n c e .  

P e r s o n a l l y ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  S t r a t e g i c ,  I d e a t i o n ,  P o s i t i v i t y ,

F u t u r i s t i c ,  a n d  W o o  s t o o d  o u t  a s  m i n e .  A s  y o u r  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,

I ,  t o o ,  h a v e  r e l i e d  o n  t h e s e  s t r e n g t h s  a s  I  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e

s t u d e n t s ,  s t a f f ,  a n d  b o a r d  t o  h o n e  o u r  d i s t r i c t  v i s i o n ,  d e v e l o p

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  a c t i o n  s t e p s  t o  b e g i n  o u r  p o s i t i v e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,

a n d  d e e p e n  o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  m a k i n g  o u r  s c h o o l s  t h e  b e s t

e x p e r i e n c e  p o s s i b l e .                                         C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2
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T h e  S t r a t e g i c  P l a n  i d e n t i f i e s  g o a l s ,  o b j e c t i v e s ,  a n d  a c t i o n  s t e p s  t o  b r i n g  o u r  v i s i o n  t o  l i f e .

O u r  c u r r e n t  p l a n  l o o k s  t o  i m p r o v e  o u r  C o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  A c a d e m i c  A c h i e v e m e n t ,  F a c i l i t i e s ,

F i n a n c e ,  C u l t u r e  &  C l i m a t e ,  a n d  H u m a n  R e s o u r c e s .  W h i l e  w e  h a v e  m a d e  m o n u m e n t a l

s t r i d e s  i n  a l l  a r e a s ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  w o r k  t o  b e  d o n e .  O v e r  t h e  n e x t  f e w  m o n t h s ,  o u r  b o a r d

m e m b e r s  w i l l  m a k e  t h e m s e l v e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  y o u  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h ;  w e  w i l l  s e n d  o u t  a

s u r v e y  t o  g a t h e r  y o u r  f e e d b a c k ;  a n d  w e  w i l l  h o s t  a  c o m m u n i t y  e n g a g e m e n t  n i g h t  t o

d i s c u s s  t h e  s u r v e y  r e s u l t s .  

A  s c h o o l  i s  n o t  j u s t  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ;  i t  i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  w h a t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y

v a l u e s  a n d  i t s  h o p e s  f o r  i t s  c h i l d r e n .  W h i l e  I  f i n d  j o y  i n  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  I  a m  a l s o

r e a l i s t i c  a b o u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  w e  m a k e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  S t r a t e g i c  P l a n  c a n  i m p a c t

o u r  c o m m u n i t y  l o n g  a f t e r  a l l  o f  u s  r e t i r e .  T h i s  i s  w h y  w e  v a l u e  y o u r  t h o u g h t s  a n d  t h a t

y o u r  v o i c e  m a t t e r s .

O v e r  t h e  n e x t  f e w  w e e k s ,  I  h o p e  y o u  f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e  s h a r i n g  y o u r  t h o u g h t s  o n  w h a t  w e

a r e  d o i n g  w e l l ,  w h a t  w e  s h o u l d  c e l e b r a t e  m o r e ,  a n d  w h a t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w e  h a v e  t o

i m p r o v e .  Y o u  d o  n o t  h a v e  t o  w a i t  f o r  t h e  s u r v e y  t o  c o m e  o u t  o r  f o r  a  b o a r d  t a b l e

v i s i t a t i o n  s e s s i o n  t o  s h a r e  y o u r  i n p u t .  Y o u  c a n  a l w a y s  r e a c h  o u t  b y  e m a i l ,  p h o n e  c a l l ,  o r

h a v e  a  q u i c k  c h a t  w i t h  m e  a t  a  g a m e  o r  e v e n t .  W e  a l l  w a n t  o u r  k i d s  a n d  d i s t r i c t  t o  b e

s u c c e s s f u l .  T h e  p a t h s  t o  t h a t  s u c c e s s  a r e  u p  t o  u s  t o  d e c i d e .

T h a n k  y o u  a g a i n  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t .  H a v e  a  w o n d e r f u l  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n ,  a n d  G o  D u k e s !

- A n d y  P e l t z ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
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W e  h a v e  a  v i s i o n ;  w e  h a v e  c r e a t e d  s t e p s ;  n o w  i t  i s  t i m e  t o  p u t  a  p l a n

i n t o  a c t i o n  s o  i t  c a n  b e c o m e  a  r e a l i t y .

A  f e w  y e a r s  b a c k ,  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  c a m e  t o g e t h e r  t o

c r e a t e  t h e  W e l l i n g t o n  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 6  S t r a t e g i c  P l a n .  J u s t  l i k e  J o e l  B a r k e r

s a i d ,  i f  a l l  w e  h a v e  i s  a  v i s i o n ,  t h e n  i t  w i l l  r e m a i n  a  d r e a m .  O v e r  t h e

n e x t  f e w  m o n t h s ,  t h e  b o a r d  a n d  o u r  t e a m  w i l l  s e e k  y o u r  i n p u t  a n d

s u p p o r t  a s  w e  r e v i s i t  a n d  a d j u s t  o u r  S t r a t e g i c  P l a n .  
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A c r o s s  o u r  d i s t r i c t ,  t e a c h e r s  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  l i t e r a c y  

i n s t r u c t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  F l o r i d a  L i t e r a c y  

I n s t i t u t e  ( U F L I )  F o u n d a t i o n s  p r o g r a m .  

I n  K i n d e r g a r t e n  t h r o u g h  t h i r d  g r a d e ,  U F L I  p r o v i d e s  s t r u c t u r e d ,  

s y s t e m a t i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  f o u n d a t i o n a l  r e a d i n g  s k i l l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p h o n e m i c  

a w a r e n e s s ,  p h o n i c s ,  d e c o d i n g ,  e n c o d i n g ,  a n d  f l u e n c y .  T h e s e  c o m p o n e n t s  a r e  c r i t i c a l  t o  e a r l y

r e a d i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  a r e  e x p l i c i t l y  t a u g h t  a n d  p r a c t i c e d  d a i l y  t o  e n s u r e  s t u d e n t s  b u i l d  a

s t r o n g ,  r e l i a b l e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  r e a d i n g  s u c c e s s .

U F L I  i s  g r o u n d e d  i n  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  r e a d i n g ,  a  b o d y  o f  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  e x p l a i n s  h o w  t h e  b r a i n

l e a r n s  t o  r e a d .  T h e  p r o g r a m  a l i g n s  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  b y  e m p h a s i z i n g  e x p l i c i t

i n s t r u c t i o n ,  c u m u l a t i v e  s k i l l  b u i l d i n g ,  f r e q u e n t  p r a c t i c e ,  a n d  i m m e d i a t e  f e e d b a c k .  

B y  f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  a p p r o a c h ,  t e a c h e r s  a r e  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  a r e  n o t  s i m p l y  e x p o s e d  t o

r e a d i n g  s k i l l s ,  b u t  a r e  m a s t e r i n g  t h e m  i n  a  l o g i c a l  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e

s e q u e n c e .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  K – 3  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n ,  U F L I  i s  n o w  b e i n g  u s e d  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  i n

G r a d e s  f o u r t h  t h r o u g h  e i g h t h  w h o  n e e d  a d d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  i n  f o u n d a t i o n a l  l i t e r a c y  s k i l l s .  

S t u d e n t s  v i s i t e d  a  r e c e n t  b o a r d  o f  e d u c a t i o n  m e e t i n g  t o  s h o w  o f f  t h e i r  p a r t n e r  r e a d i n g ,  
p a r a g r a p h  s h r i n k i n g  s k i l l s .   
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F o r  o l d e r  s t u d e n t s  w h o  m a y  s t i l l  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  d e c o d i n g ,  s p e l l i n g ,  

o r  a u t o m a t i c  w o r d  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  U F L I  p r o v i d e s  t a r g e t e d  i n t e r v e n t i o n  

t o  a d d r e s s  s k i l l  g a p s  t h a t  c a n  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  a n d  

o v e r a l l  a c a d e m i c  p e r f o r m a n c e .

T h i s  e x t e n s i o n  o f  U F L I  i n t o  u p p e r  g r a d e s  r e f l e c t s  o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

m e e t i n g  s t u d e n t s  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  a l i g n e d  t o  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  l e a r n i n g

n e e d s .

T e a c h e r s  a r e  a l s o  r e i n f o r c i n g  e a r l y  l i t e r a c y  s k i l l s  t a u g h t  t h r o u g h  U F L I  b y  i n c o r p o r a t i n g

e v i d e n c e - b a s e d  s t r a t e g i e s  l i k e  p a r t n e r  r e a d i n g  a n d  p a r a g r a p h  s h r i n k i n g .  T h e s e  p r a c t i c e s

b u i l d  f l u e n c y  a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  b y  h a v i n g  s t u d e n t s  r e a d  c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y ,  s u m m a r i z e  k e y

i d e a s ,  a n d  f o c u s  o n  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  a  t e x t .  W h e n  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  U F L I ’ s

e x p l i c i t  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  w o r d  r e a d i n g  a n d  f l u e n c y ,  t h e s e  s t r a t e g i e s  h e l p  s t u d e n t s  a p p l y

f o u n d a t i o n a l  s k i l l s  t o  m e a n i n g f u l  r e a d i n g  t a s k s .

W i t h  c o n t i n u e d ,  c o n s i s t e n t  u s e  o f  U F L I  a c r o s s  g r a d e  l e v e l s ,  w e  a n t i c i p a t e  p o s i t i v e  o u t c o m e s

f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  s t r o n g e r  d e c o d i n g  s k i l l s ,  i m p r o v e d  r e a d i n g  f l u e n c y ,  a n d

i n c r e a s e d  c o m p r e h e n s i o n .  M o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  s u p p o r t s  s t u d e n t s  i n  b e c o m i n g

c o n f i d e n t ,  c a p a b l e  r e a d e r s  w h o  a r e  b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d  t o  a c c e s s  g r a d e - l e v e l  c o n t e n t  a c r o s s  a l l

s u b j e c t  a r e a s .  T h r o u g h  a l i g n m e n t  w i t h  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  r e a d i n g  a n d  i n t e n t i o n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n a l

p r a c t i c e s ,  o u r  t e a c h e r s  a r e  l a y i n g  t h e  g r o u n d w o r k  f o r  l o n g - t e r m  l i t e r a c y  s u c c e s s .
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“ P u t t i n g  u p  a n d  d e c o r a t i n g  t h e

C h r i s t m a s  t r e e . ”
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DUKES DEEP DIVE QUESTION OF THE MONTH:
D e s c r i b e  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  H o l i d a y  t r a d i t i o n . . .

J a x o n  R o d r i g u e z

( F r e s h m a n ) :

“ M a k i n g  g i n g e r b r e a d

h o u s e s  w i t h  m y  G r a n d m a ’ s

s i d e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y . ”

C h a r l o t t e  B e a t y  ( S o p h o m o r e ) :

“ I  e n j o y  g o i n g  t o  m y  g r a n d p a r e n t s

a n d  e a t i n g  s t i c k y  b u n s  m y  G r a n d m a

m a d e  f o r  b r e a k f a s t . ”

M r s .  H e l t o n  

( N u t r i t i o n  D i r e c t o r ) :

“ O n  C h r i s t m a s  E v e  w e  g e t

t o g e t h e r  a s  a  f a m i l y  a n d  e a t

l a s a g n a  a n d  o p e n  u p  a  g i f t

( w h i c h  i s  a l w a y s  a  b o o k . ) ”

M a x  H o o k  ( J u n i o r ) :

“ D e c o r a t i n g  f a r m  m a c h i n e r y

w i t h  C h r i s t m a s  l i g h t s . ”

C h l o e  R h o d e s  ( S o p h o m o r e ) :

“ W e  m a k e  s a l t  d o u g h

o r n a m e n t s  t o  p e r s o n a l i z e  w h a t

a c t i v i t e s  w e  d i d  t h a t  y e a r . ”

J o c e l y n  B i z o r i k  ( S i x t h  g r a d e ) :

“ D e c o r a t i n g  t h e  t r e e  a n d  m a k i n g

s u g a r  c o o k i e s  w i t h  m y  G r a n d m a . ”
E l i z a b e t h  H u m p h r i e s  

( W H S  s t a f f ) :

“ M a k i n g  g i n g e r b r e a d  h o u s e s

a n d  l o o k i n g  a t  C h r i s t m a s

l i g h t s . ”

T o n i  G e r h a r d i n g e r   

( M c C o r m i c k  s t a f f ) :

“ E v e r y  y e a r  w e  g o  o n  a  h u n t  t o

f i n d  t h e  p e r f e c t  l i v e  C h r i s t m a s

t r e e  t o  b r i n g  h o m e ! ”
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T u c k e r  H y e r  ( F o u r t h  g r a d e ) :

“ I  g o  t o  m y  g r a n d p a r e n t s  a n d

h a v e  f u n  p l a y i n g  w i t h  m y

c o u s i n s  a n d  e x c h a n g i n g  g i f t s . ”

C h l o e  M u r p h y  ( T h i r d  g r a d e ) :

“ T o  m a k e  a  s n o w m a n . ”

C h a r l o t t e  B r e e d s  ( S e c o n d  g r a d e ) :

“ M a k i n g  c o o k i e s  a t  m y  

G r a n d m a  a n d  P a p a ’ s  h o u s e . ”

M r s .  P e r c h i n s k e  

( M c C o r m i c k  t e a c h e r ) :

“ H a v i n g  a l l  o f  m y  k i d s  

h o m e  a n d  t o g e t h e r . ”

P a y t o n  V a n c e  ( F o u r t h  g r a d e ) :

“ W e  p l a y  a  f u n  r e i n d e e r  g a m e

w i t h  c o t t o n  b a l l s . ”

K y l e i g h  B o z m a n  ( F o u r t h  g r a d e ) :

“ I  l i k e  m e e t i n g  u p  a t  m y  g r a n d m a ’ s

h o u s e  a n d  o p e n i n g  p r e s e n t s . ”

M a l a c h i  T o l e n t o  ( S e c o n d  g r a d e ) :

“ F i n d i n g  t h e  e l f  e v e r y  m o r n i n g  

a n d  o p e n i n g  p r e s e n t s . ”

S o p h i a  M u r p h y  

( T h i r d  g r a d e  a n d  C h l o e ’ s  t w i n ! ) :

“ O p e n i n g  p r e s e n t s  o n  

C h r i s t m a s  m o r n i n g ! ”

D e s c r i b e  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  H o l i d a y  t r a d i t i o n . . .

M r s .  G r o n s k y  ( W e s t w o o d  s t a f f ) :

“ T h e  p i c k l e  o n  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  t r e e ,

t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  t o  f i n d  i t  g e t s  t o

o p e n  t h e  f i r s t  p r e s e n t . ”



T h a n k  y o u  t o  W e s t w o o d  c h e f  A n n e  f o r  i n v i t i n g  W e l l i n g t o n  f i r s t

r e s p o n d e r s  t o  e n j o y  a  T h a n k s g i v i n g  l u n c h  w i t h  o u r  s t u d e n t s  b e f o r e

T h a n k s g i v i n g .   W e  l o v e  p r a c t i c i n g  g r a t i t u d e  a n d  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  o u r

f i r s t  r e s p o n d e r s  f o r  k e e p i n g  u s  s a f e  a n d  a l l  t h a t  t h e y  d o  d a i l y  i n

o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

Andrea Helton, 
MS, RDN LD

Director of Nutrition
Services
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NUTRITION PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
W e s t w o o d  s h o w s  o u r  

f i r s t  r e s p o n d e r s  g r a t i t u d e .
T h a n k s g i v i n g  t u r k e y ,  g r a v y  a n d  m a s h e d  p o t a t o e s  a t

l u n c h  s h a r e d  w i t h  f i r s t  r e s p o n d e r s  a t  W e s t w o o d !

Thank you!‌



Andrea Helton, 
MS, RDN LD

Director of Nutrition
Services

P l e a s e  r e m e m b e r  t o  l o a d  m o n e y  o n t o  y o u r  s t u d e n t ( s )  m e a l  a c c o u n t s !

Y o u  c a n  d o  t h i s  o n l i n e  a t  w w w . p a y s c h o o l s c e n t r a l . c o m  o r  s e n d  c a s h  o r  a

c h e c k  m a d e  o u t  t o  W e l l i n g t o n  S c h o o l s  N u t r i t i o n  S e r v i c e s .  

P a r e n t s  a n d  g u a r d i a n s  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p a y i n g  a n y  b a l a n c e s  a c c r u e d

b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r .   F r e e  a n d  R e d u c e d - P r i c e  M e a l

a p p l i c a t i o n s  c a n  b e  t u r n e d  i n  a t  a n y  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r .  

I f  y o u  t h i n k  y o u  m a y  q u a l i f y ,  a p p l y  o n l i n e  a t

w w w . p a y s c h o o l s c e n t r a l . c o m ,  r e c e i v e  a  p r i n t e d  c o p y  f r o m  t h e  m a i n

o f f i c e  a t  a n y  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g ,  o r  p r i n t  a  c o p y  f r o m  t h e  s c h o o l  w e b s i t e .

A l l  s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  g o  o n  o n e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

Page 8

December 2025 I   VOL 6 ISSUE 4

NUTRITION PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
L o a d i n g  M o n e y  o n t o  S c h o o l  
B r e a k f a s t  &  L u n c h  A c c o u n t s

W H S  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  t a s t e  t e s t  n e w  d r i n k

c o n c e p t s  a n d  v o t e  o n  t h e i r  f a v o r i t e !  W e

s a m p l e d  s u g a r - f r e e  b l a c k b e r r y  i c e d  t e a  w h i c h

r e c e i v e d  5 3  p o s i t i v e  v o t e s ,  a n d  s u g a r - f r e e

s p a r k i n g  c a r a m e l  a p p l e  c i d e r  w h i c h  

r e c e i v e d  1 8  p o s i t i v e  v o t e s .  W e  a r e  

p l a n n i n g  t o  b e g i n  s e r v i n g  t e a  o p t i o n s  

f r o m  o u r  v e n d o r  M o n i n  a f t e r  w i n t e r  b r e a k !

O u r  W e s t w o o d  h e a r t s  w i l l  g r o w  t w i c e  t h e i r  s i z e  o n

D e c e m b e r  1 8 t h  d u r i n g  o u r  l o c a l  p i z z a  d a y  w i t h  a

s p e c i a l  g r i n c h  t w i s t !  C h e c k  o u t  o u r  e a g e r

W e s t w o o d  h e l p e r s  a s  t h e y  h e l p e d  C h e f  A n n e

d e c o r a t e  t h e  G r i n c h m a s  t r e e !   

http://www.payschoolscentral.com/
http://www.payschoolscentral.com/
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I n  D e c e m b e r ,  o u r  t a l e n t e d  W H S  C h o i r  a n d  B a n d  m u s i c i a n s

e n j o y e d  a  t r i p  t o  t h e  m o v i e  t h e a t e r  t o  w a t c h  “ W i c k e d  F o r  G o o d . ”

T h a n k  y o u  t o  M r .  P o p e  a n d  M r s .  A r c u r i  f o r  l e a d i n g  o u r  s t u d e n t s  i n

a  g r e a t  y e a r .   T h a n k  y o u  t o  o u r  W H S  m u s i c i a n s  f o r  g i v i n g  i t  t h e i r

a l l  t h i s  y e a r !  



TALENT SHOW!
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WELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
G e t  g u i d a n c e  o n  A C T  p r e p  w i t h  C o l l e g e  N o w !

S e e  o u r  g u i d a n c e  c o u n s e l o r  M r s .  F r a n t z ,  C o l l e g e  N o w  

a d v i s o r  M r s .  F a u s t  o r  M r s .  S z m a n i a  f o r  d e t a i l s  o n  s i g n i n g  u p !   

H F a u s t @ c o l l e g e n o w g c . o r g   
c f r a n t z @ w e l l i n g t o n v i l l a g e s c h o o l s . o r g
s s z m a n i a @ c o l l e g e n o w g c . o r g
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WELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
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WELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
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O n  D e c e m b e r  3 ,  W H S  h o s t e d  2 4  B r o o k s i d e  h i g h  s c h o o l

s t u d e n t s  a s  p a r t  o f  o u r  a n n u a l  " s t u d e n t  s w a p . "   

S t u d e n t s  p a i r e d  u p  w i t h  a  W H S  " b u d d y "  i n  t h e  s a m e  

g r a d e  w i t h  s i m i l a r  i n t e r e s t s .  T h e y  s p e n t  t h e  d a y  

t o g e t h e r .  I n  J a n u a r y ,  o u r  D u k e s  t r a v e l  t o  B r o o k s i d e  t o

b e c o m e  C a r d i n a l s  f o r  a  d a y  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  s t u d e n t s .  



WELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL FALL SPORTS WRAP-UP
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L a u r e n  V a n n a t t e r ,  R e e c e  L e i b y  &  T r e y  M o o r e

a c c o m p l i s h  h u g e  f e a t s  i n  t h e i r  f a l l  s e a s o n s

W r i t t e n  b y  A t h l e t i c  D i r e c t o r  J o h n  B o w m a n

I  a m  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  a t h l e t e s ’  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  t h i s  f a l l .

T r e y  M o o r e  w a s  a w a r d e d  t h e  M V P  a n d  t h e  D u k e  o f  t h e  Y e a r  a w a r d

f o r  f o o t b a l l .  H e  w a s  n a m e d  t o  t h e  a l l  O h i o  t e a m  f o r  f o o t b a l l  a s

w e l l .

L a u r e n  V a n n a t t e r  i s  a  2  t i m e  r e g i o n a l  q u a l i f i e r  a n d  h a d  f i n i s h e s  o f

2 n d ,  3 r d  a n d  5 t h  i n  h e r  c a r e e r  i n  t h e  L C 8  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  m e e t .

R e e c e  L e i b y  s h a t t e r e d  t h e  s c h o o l  c a r e e r  a n d  s e a s o n  a s s i s t s  r e c o r d

f o r  b o y s  s o c c e r .  A s  o n l y  a  j u n i o r  h e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x t e n d  h i s

r e c o r d  n e x t  s e a s o n .

A l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  a t h l e t e s  a r e  p h e n o m e n a l  e x a m p l e s  o f  s t u d e n t

a t h l e t e s  t h a t  h a v e  w o r k e d  h a r d  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e s e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s .

T r e y  M o o r e  h a s  o n l y  m i s s e d  a  c o u p l e  w e i g h t  r o o m  s e s s i o n s  s i n c e

s t a r t i n g  t o  b e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  w e i g h t  r o o m  i n  s e v e n t h  g r a d e .  

L a u r e n  V a n n a t t e r  b a l a n c e s  t h e  t w o  s p o r t s  o f  v o l l e y b a l l  a n d  c r o s s

c o u n t r y  i n  t h e  f a l l  a n d  s t i l l  m a n a g e s  t o  e x c e l  i n  b o t h .  

R e e c e  L e i b y  l i v e s  a n d  b r e a t h e s  s o c c e r  2 4 / 7  a n d  d o e s  t h e  e x t r a

w o r k  i n  t h e  w e i g h t  r o o m .  T h e s e  t h r e e  s t u d e n t - a t h l e t e s  s e r v e  a s

g r e a t  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  o u r  y o u n g e r  a t h l e t e s  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  c a n  b e

a c c o m p l i s h e d  i f  y o u  w o r k  h a r d  t o w a r d s  i t .  H a r d  w o r k  d o e s  p a y  o f f

w h e n  i t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t !



WELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL FALL SPORTS WRAP-UP
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Lauren VannatterTrey Moore

Reece Leiby

W r i t t e n  b y  A t h l e t i c  D i r e c t o r ,
J o h n  B o w m a n

T h e s e  t h r e e  s t u d e n t -

a t h l e t e s  s e r v e  a s  g r e a t

i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  o u r  y o u n g e r

a t h l e t e s  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  c a n

b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i f  y o u

w o r k  h a r d  t o w a r d s  i t .  

H a r d  w o r k  d o e s  p a y  o f f

w h e n  i t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t !

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s !  



W H S  &  C o m m u n i t y  T h e a t e r  N e w s
T h e  H o l i d a y  C h a n n e l  C h r i s t m a s  M o v i e  W o n d e r t h o n  w a s  a

H U G E  s u c c e s s !   C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  c a s t ,  c r e w  a n d  M r s .

C a m p o f r e d a n o  a n d  M r s .  C i a n c i o l a  f o r  m a k i n g  i t  m a g i c a l !
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MCCORMICK MOCK TRIAL

Page 22

December 2025 I   VOL 6 ISSUE 4

Students in grades 5 - 8 participated in the Mock Trial 
at the Elyria courthouse on December 5!

Our Dukes learned the case, created their arguments, had jurors,
witnesses and lawyers prepared to argue/compete against other schools. 
Thank you to Attorney Brett Murner for coming in to prepare our students

for the mock trial and to our amazing teachers for preparing them!

One of the highlights of Mock Trial is that actual judges and lawyers
from the community preside over the trials. Not only do they act as

judges, but also as instructors as they explain aspects of the trial.



MCCORMICK MOCK TRIAL
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MCCORMICK MOCK TRIAL
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FFA NEWS
On Decmeber 11, the Wellington
FFA competed in the State finals
for the Agricultural Technology &

Mechanical Systems CDE. Our
team of Tyler Burns, Max Hook,
Wyatt Norton, and Nick Sword
placed 1st in the state and will
represent Ohio at the National
competition in October 2026

during the National FFA
Convention in Indianapolis.

 Individually, Max placed 2nd,
Nick placed 5th, Wyatt placed

13th, and Tyler placed 18th. If you
see any of these students, be sure
to congratulate them! They have
been working really hard and it

has definitely paid off!

December 2025 I   VOL 6 ISSUE 4

Congratulations!‌ ‌
Some of our 8th graders in FFA

spent time in December building
their leadership skills at the
Middle School Leadership

Conference! We’re proud of their
commitment to growing as

leaders.

A big thank you to OSU’s Ag Ed
Society for hosting the event and

providing a delicious lunch!

State Champions!‌
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JR HIGH FFA NEWS
December 2025 I   VOL 6 ISSUE 4

Two of our 8th graders proudly represented our
chapter at the State Career Conversation
Contest for middle school FFA members!

For this event, students researched an
agricultural career of their choice and then

participated in a conversational interview with a
panel of judges to showcase their knowledge.

 Kate K. placed 7th in her heat
 Gunner B. placed 9th in his heat

We are so proud of their hard work,
professionalism, and willingness to take on this
challenge. Congratulations on a successful day!

Developing leaders‌
Developing leaders‌
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FFA NEWS- GREENHANDS
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Congratulations to our newest Greenhand FFA members! A Greenhand
FFA Degree is the first level of achievement for new FFA members,

recognizing them for learning FFA's history, mission, emblem, and creed,
developing plans for a Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) project,

and understanding the FFA Code of Ethics, serving as a foundation for
future leadership and career development in agriculture. 

 



A GLIMPSE AROUND OUR DISTRICT
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WHS GIRLS BASKETBALL

Page 29

December 2025 I   VOL 6 ISSUE 4



WHS GIRLS BASKETBALL 
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Let’s Go Dukes!‌



WHS BOYS BASKETBALL
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WHS BOYS BASKETBALL
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JR HIGH GIRLS BASKETBALL
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WHS BOWLING TEAM
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Have a great season!‌



BASKETBALL CHEERLEADING SQUAD
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BASKETBALL CANDID SHOTS
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BASKETBALL CANDID SHOTS
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JR. HIGH WRESTLING ACTION IN CLYDE
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