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Established in July 2015, the Forsyth County Board of Education approved the creation of the Forsyth
County Education Foundation as an extension of the successful Partners in Education program. Since
then, the Foundation has served as a catalyst for innovation and increased student achievement by
unifying community resources beyond what the district’s operating budget can provide. Led by
dedicated community, business, and parent/guardian volunteers in partnership with Forsyth County
Schools, the Foundation champions initiatives that elevate teaching and learning across the district.

As an essential bridge between the school system and the community, an education foundation plays
a vital role in supporting classroom innovation, funding creative instructional projects, and expanding
opportunities for students. It strengthens community engagement by connecting businesses, families,
and civic organizations with the needs of local schools. Foundations also help promote workforce
readiness, provide scholarships or student supports, recognize outstanding educators, and invest in
programs that enhance the whole child—academically, socially, and emotionally. Ultimately, an
education foundation ensures the community has a meaningful, lasting role in shaping exceptional
educational experiences and preparing students for success beyond graduation.

The Forsyth County Education Foundation is a fund holder of the North Georgia Community
Foundation. As a fundholder of the North Georgia Community Foundation, the Forsyth County
Education Foundation gains access to a robust, region-wide philanthropic infrastructure that
strengthens its ability to support education and community development. The Foundation, founded in
1985, exists to help people and nonprofits invest generously in the lives of those who call our
community home, managing hundreds of charitable funds and directing millions of dollars via grants
and scholarships throughout North Georgia.
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THE DUCK DIVE FOR EDUCATION IS AN ANNUAL COMMUNITY EVENT THAT RAISES FUNDS BY
ENCOURAGING RUBBER DUCK ADOPTIONS. A LUCKY DUCK NUMBER IS DRAWN AND THE WINNER
RECEIVES $10,000. FUNDING IS USED FOR INNOVATIVE GRANTS FOR SCHOOLS. IN 2025, THE DUCK DIVE
HAD 48 SPONSORS WITH $76,000 DONATED. 8,189 DUCKS WERE ADOPTED IN THE 2025 DUCK DIVE.
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FUNDS RAISED FROM THE DUCK DIVE ARE USED FOR GRANTS GIVEN OUT TO SCHOOLS ON
FOUNDATION FRIYAY IN SEPTEMBER 2025. THESE GRANTS RANGE FROM PBIS TO WELLNESS TO
STEAM TO LITERACY. IN 2025, 36 GRANTS WERE GIVEN OUT TO SCHOOLS ACROSS FCS FOR A TOTAL OF

$135,564.35.
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GREAT WORK STARTED BY THE MORROWS FOR BYOT MANY YEARS AGO. THE FOUNDATION HOLDS THIS
5K RACE AND FUN RUN EACH YEAR TO RAISE FUNDS FOR FCS STAFF TO FURTHER THEIR EDUCATION. IN
2025, THE GLOW RUN HAD 23 SPONSORS WITH $19,000 IN SPONSORSHIP DONATIONS. THERE WERE 627

PARTICIPANTS BRINGING IN A TOTAL OF $19,942.
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WITH FUNDS RAISED FROM THE GLOW RUN, THE FOUNDATION GIVES STAFF SCHOLARSHIPS FOR
TEACHERS TO PURSUE ADVANCED DEGREES, RECOGNIZING THE VITAL ROLE OF PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT IN TEACHER RETENTION. IN 2025, 15 SCHOLARSHIPS WERE GIVEN OUT FOR $2,500 EACH.
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DINING WITH DIGNITY WAS LAUNCHED IN 2019 DONATIONS ARE PLACED IN THE SCHOOL'’S CAFETERIA
HOUSE ACCOUNT TO PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH A HOT MEAL OF THEIR CHOICE INSTEAD OF A
COMPLIMENTARY MEAL. ANY FUNDS REMAINING IN THE HOUSE ACCOUNT WILL ROLL OVERTO THE
NEXT SCHOOL YEAR TO ASSIST ADDITIONAL STUDENTS. IN THE 2024-25 SCHOOL YEAR, $10,930.28 WAS
RAISED TO ENSURE ALL STUDENTS RECEIVED A HOT MEAL.

THE FORSYTH COUNTY EDUCATION FOUNDATION IN PARTNERSHIP WITH MARK HEARD FUEL
COMPANY, PROUDLY PRESENTS FUELING THE FUTURE! FIRST-YEAR TEACHER GRANTS DURING NEW
EDUCATOR ORIENTATION. EACH YEAR, FOUR $500 GRANTS ARE AWARDED TO NEW TEACHERS IN
FORSYTH COUNTY SCHOOLS— AT THE ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE SCHOOL, AND HIGH SCHOOL LEVELS—TO
SUPPORT INNOVATIVE CLASSROOM PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS FOR THE UPCOMING SCHOOL YEAR.
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FORSYTH COUNTY ARTS AND LEARNING CENTER

THE FOCAL CENTER WAS PROUD TO WORK WITH THE FORSYTH COUNTY EDUCATION FOUNDATION TO
LAUNCH AN ANNUAL GRANT DISTRIBUTION PROCESS FOR FINE ARTS PROGRAMMING IN FORSYTH
COUNTY SCHOOLS IN 2025. THE FUNDS REFLECT AN INVESTMENT THE FOCAL CENTER PROVIDES BACK
INTO OUR SCHOOLS THANKS TO COMMUNITY SUPPORT OF THE COMMUNITY THEATER SERIES. THE
GRANT WILL AWARDED UP TO FOUR $2,500 GRANTS AND TWO $5,000 GRANTS EACH YEAR.

THE FOUNDATION WORKS WITH THE FOCAL CENTER TO OFFER SCHOLARSHIPS TO SENIORS WHO ARE
MENTORS DURING THE ANNUAL PENGUIN PROJECT SHOW. THE FIRST PENGUIN PROJECT MENTOR
SCHOLARSHIPS WERE AWARDED DURING THE PENGUIN PROJECT PRODUCTION OF FINDING NEMO JR. IN
JANUARY 2024. THE SECOND WINNERS WERE AWARDED DURING THE PRODUCTION OF THE LION KING JR.
IN JANUARY 2025.




“BIG CREEK ELEMENTARY IS PROUD TO CELEBRATE FIVE YEARS AS A RECIPIENT OF THE EDUCATION
FOUNDATION GRANT. THESE GRANTS HAVE OPENED DOORS FOR OUR WILDCATS TO EXPLORE NEW SKILLS
AND EXPERIENCES ACROSS ALL SUBJECTS. WITH VEX GO ROBOTS, OUR STEM TEACHER HAS INTRODUCED
EVERY STUDENT TO THE BASICS OF CODING—AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY AT THE ELEMENTARY LEVEL.
IPADS HAVE ALLOWED STUDENTS TO DRIVE ROBOTS, DESIGN MACY’S DAY PARADE FLOATS, CAPTURE
PHOTOGRAPHY, PUBLISH NEWS CREW PROJECTS, AND CREATE ART. MOST RECENTLY, GRANT FUNDS
PROVIDED TWO 3D PRINTERS, GIVING FIFTH GRADERS THE CHANCE TO DESIGN TRINKETS INSPIRED BY
THEIR NOVEL STUDIES AND BRING THEM TO LIFE THROUGH PRINTING. BIG CREEK IS DEEPLY THANKFUL FOR
THIS SUPPORT, WHICH HELPS US SPARK CREATIVITY, INNOVATION, AND A LOVE OF LEARNING IN EVERY
STUDENT.”

COURTNEY MCKINNEY, PRINCIPAL @ BIG CREEK ES

“RECEIVING THE FUELING THE FUTURE GRANT MADE A MEANINGFUL AND IMMEDIATE IMPACT ON BOTH MY
CLASSROOM AND OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY. WITH THESE FUNDS | WAS ABLE TO PURCHASE LAB
MATERIALS THAT ALLOWED STUDENTS TO MOVE BEYOND READING ABOUT SCIENCE AND INSTEAD ENGAGE
DIRECTLY IN SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY. IT HAS STRENGTHENED OUR SCIENCE PROGRAM AND OPENED DOORS
FOR STUDENTS WHO DESERVE EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN THROUGH EXPLORATION.”

MEAGAN WRIGHT, SCIENCE TEACHER @ EAST FORSYTH HS

“RECEIVING THE FUELING THE FUTURE GRANT MADE A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE IN MY
CLASSROOM. THE MOBILE WHITEBOARDS WE RECEIVED HAVE SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASED
STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AND OPENED THE DOOR TO NEW, INTERACTIVE LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES. BECAUSE THEY’RE MOBILE, MY STUDENTS CAN MOVE, COLLABORATE, AND
PARTICIPATE IN ACTIVITIES AND GAMES THAT WOULDN’T BE POSSIBLE WITH FIXED BOARDS. THIS
GRANT HELPED TRANSFORM OUR LEARNING ENVIRONMENT, AND MY STUDENTS ARE MORE
EXCITED AND INVOLVED THAN EVER.”

SHANNON TOSI, MATH TEACHER @ HENDRICKS MS

“SILVER CITY HAS BEEN THE RECIPIENT OF MANY GRANTS FROM THE FORSYTH EDUCATION FOUNDATION

OVER THE PAST 8 YEARS AND WE ARE EXTREMELY GRATEFUL FOR THE IMPACT THEY HAVE MADE ON OUR

SCHOOL AND FOR OUR STUDENTS. THROUGH THE FUNDS RECEIVED BY THE FOUNDATION, WE HAVE BEEN
ABLE TO START A NUMBER OF NEW INITIATIVES, LIKE OUR TIER Il COMET CLUB AND OUR BLAST OFF TO

LEARNING EVENT. BOTH OF THESE INITIATIVES WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE SUPPORT
OF THE FOUNDATION. IN ADDITION, WE HAVE USED GRANTS FROM THE FOUNDATION TO SUPPORT OUR

INTENTIONAL SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT WORK, FROM BUILDING A LOVE OF READING TO IMPROVING SOCIAL

CONNECTIONS FOR OUR STUDENTS. WE HAVE SEEN ALL SCHOOLS IN FORSYTH COUNTY BENEFIT GREATLY
FROM HAVING THE WORK OF THE FOUNDATION AND ARE GRATEFUL FOR ITS INTENTIONAL INVESTMENT

INTO OUR STUDENTS, STAFF, AND FAMILIES.” MIKE SLOOP, PRINCIPAL @ SILVER CITY ES




Y4

Join PARTNER CONNECT

and explore the opportunity platform
that connects our community with
schools to collaborate, volunteer,
and give back.
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Share resources, time, and expertise

e Support through volunteering, mentoring,
sponsorships, or supplies

¢ Find schools and opportunities that match
your interests

e Make a direct impact in your community
e Flexible opportunities for every schedule
¢ Build relationships with local schools

e Support Forsyth County students in
meaningful ways




MICHAEL BARRON
BERT DURAND
RICHARD GOOD

WENDY GOODROW

FONDA HARRISON

/fesedfoundation

For additional information, please contact:

Valery Lowe

Chief of Community Engagement and Lifelong Education

vliowe@forsyth.k12.ga.us
770-887-2461 ext. 403513

Hannah Samples

Community Engagement Coordinator
hsamples@forsyth.k12.ga.us
770-887-2461 ext. 403537

F@RSYTH

COUNTY SCHOOLS

JONATHAN HEARD
JOSEPH OTWELL
TARA PROFETA
SREERAM ROYYALA
RENEE WELCH
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