
 
Board Meeting Minutes 

November 12, 2025, 6:30 PM 
 

In Person: North Creek Media Center 

Virtual: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86155129440  
By Phone: 301-715-8592  Meeting ID: 861 5512 9440 

 
 
 
1. Call to Order – Welcome & Introductions Cheri 

Call to order @ 6:35pm.  
In attendance: Alex Hammett, Casey Wescott, Jacie Velez, Sierra Gornowicz, Andrea Walrath, Rossie 
Hutchinson, Cynthia Barker, Vanessa Calabria-Olsick, Ruslan Pryudun, Cheri Szcodronski, Amy Proos, 
Katherine Voorhorst  
 

2. Previous Meeting Minutes Alex 

There were no requested changes, therefore Alex moved to approve the October 2025 minutes.  
Vanessa seconded. All in favor, motion passed.   
  

3. Guest: Kate Yocum, Director of Community Health & Wellbeing/SRSLY, Chelsea Hospital 
SRSLY was organized in 2008 to address the mental health and substance abuse needs 
among teens in the community.  SRSLY aims to address prevention in these areas through 
student-led meetings, events, educational programs, and resources.   
 
SRSLY works hard to empower teens to voice the needs of the local youth so that parents 
are able to effectively parent teens currently and in the future.  SRSLY utilizes a three part 
approach which includes advocacy, education, and action, and implements this approach 
via events, programs, trainings, campaigns, and apparel.   
 
Meetings are held at the high school during school hours to maximize accessibility. Typically 
there are 20-40 students in attendance. Kate comments that during these meetings she 
never sees anyone bring out their cell phones.  Students are very invested in this mission.   
 
Parents can help by spreading the word about SRSLY and offering financial support via 
donations if they are able.  Visit the SRSLY website here.   
 

4. Vote: Teacher Grants Alex 

 
Cycle 1 was open in September and voted on during the October meeting.  At the October meeting,  the 
PTO granted awards totaling $3,344.70 of the $4,500.00 budget.  Due to the remaining $1,155.21 of 
the budget, the PTO decided to open a Cycle 2 prior to this November meeting.  There were 13 
additional requests.  Total requested from Cycle 2 would have put the PTO about $1,700.00 over 
budget.  Therefore, requests had to be pared down.  Eight of the requests received were from staff who 
had received an award in Cycle 1 and were therefore eliminated from consideration.  When considering 
only the staff who did not receive an award from Cycle 1, the total requested was $1,414.62 which still 
put the PTO over budget.  After review and discussion, awards were capped at $200, which is a 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86155129440
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DjPuyHT4MJAcrtRFbg3rE7nrH5aho9VM/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=112917080380296859419&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.srsly.org/


 
parameter noted in the grant application provided to staff.  After doing this, there was still a remaining 
balance of $122, which will be divided among staff who had requests totalling over $200.  Between 
Cycle 1 and Cycle 2, the total $4,500.00 budget has been used.   
 
Alex moved to approve Cycle 2 teacher grants using all remaining budget, as outlined and detailed 
above, here.  Rossie seconded.  All in favor, motion passed.    

 
5. President’s Report  Cheri 

a. Culver’s Holiday Anniversary Celebration 
 

Jeff from Culver’s has asked if students from North and South would be able to create some cute and 
seasonal pictures, Christmas cards, etc., that he can use to decorate the restaurant for the Culver’s 
Holiday Anniversary Celebration on December 8th from 5-7pm.  Casey will take ownership of this 
mission for North and connect with Katie at South for her staff.  Please have items to Culvers by 
December 6th.    

  
Donuts for grownups will now be March 2, instead of February.   
 
An organizational meeting for Staff Appreciation week is scheduled for December 10th at 9:30am at 
North Creek.  If anyone is interested in attending or chairing, please attend.  
 

6. Treasurer’s Report Rossie 

a. October Financial Report 
b. October Budget Report 

  
October transactions are all pretty routine.  A few payments were made that have not yet been cashed.  
Rossie requests that Katie follow up on one of her vendors that Rossie paid and requests Casey to follow 
up on two checks that were mailed to the school over the summer.  Rossie has given holiday staff 
checks to Andrea to distribute with holiday cards. 
 
Andrea moved to approve the budget, Cynthia seconded. All in favor, motion passed.  
  

7. Communications Report  Erika 
No update.  

 
8. Building Reports 

a. North Creek Casey 
Service Squad, which are second grade arrival and dismissal helpers, has been up and running 
and kids are doing a great and helpful job. So nice to have an extra set of hands and eyes in the 
hallways. CHS cadet teachers are here for an hour each morning.  The kids love them, think 
they’re celebrities, and it’s great to have them.  The Halloween parade was a huge success.  
Thank you to our community, police, and Lanewood residents for help facilitating this!  
Veteran’s Day is always such a special day.  We take the opportunity to help the kids connect 
with the outside community at a grade appropriate level.  Each kid put a flag in the ground in 
honor of Veterans. November PD was awesome–half of the time was spent with Collaborative 
Classroom and the other half of the time was spent on a variety of topics that were facilitated 
by staff, including a book study on The Anxious Generation by Jonathan Haidt, which highlights 
studies on screen time.  Book Fair is on the horizon!   
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EofJrHUOoTrccyGGQ0iF3FnQpKcTWstN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qobKolvLvvgVrJeA_lcRf7cqII2a_-Cy/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qann3rSOqUmka2QbGwL5LfC-4Lnp22rf/view?usp=drive_link


 
Staff Shout Outs: Amy Proos is a great veteran staff member.  She was teaching K when Casey 
arrived at North and is now teaching second grade.  She’s a rockstar. Very organized and knows 
best practice with staff and kids.  She’s a leader, always leading the way and pushes staff in a 
great way.  Casey appreciates that she always lets him know what she's thinking.  
 
Riley VanSolkema–she’s a steal and North absolutely hit the lottery with her.  This is her second 
year of teaching, initially teaching first grade and now teaching K. She is very warm and caring, 
thoughtful and super sharp and organized.  She does her job extremely well for only being in her 
second year and she fits in so well with the North Creek staff.  She’s always looking to learn, 
offers ideas and is eager to be collaborative.  
 

b. South Meadows Katie 
(Report given by Casey) It was wonderful to have families in the building for conferences last 
week.  Thank you to PTO and families for the generous dinner donations.  Thank you to CDL for 
partnering with us for a Chapter a Day challenge.  As a reward we had a virtual author visit with 
Lauren Tarshis, author of the “I Survived” series.  The book fair was a success and thank you to 
all volunteers and helpers.  Amanda Scheller is a new para to the South team.   
 
Staff Shout Outs: Sarah Radomski is a strong student advocate and  wonderful at bringing 
people together.   
 
Stephanie Busch is a creative thinker, advocates for what’s best for students and approaches 
challenges with innovative solutions.  

 
9. Post Event Committee Reports 

a. Staff Meeting Snacks Erika 
(Report given by Cheri) All going well in this regard.  Hope staff is enjoying!  

 
10. Upcoming Event Committee Reports 

a. Transportation Appreciation Breakfast Meleny 
Meleny has ample funds for this and a pretty good group of volunteers to bring things.  She 
needs help to set up and clean up.  Please sign up if anyone is able and willing.   

b. Parent-Teacher Conferences Vanessa & Katie  
Struggled to get donations for South but facilitated regardless.   

c. Book Fairs Erika 
Volunteer sign-ups are full! 

d. Spirit Wear Rossie 
Ann Arbor T-Shirt Company will be hosting the next round of spirit wear apparel. Sales will be 
available for pickup in time for Christmas. Link coming soon! 

e. Science Night Cheri 
Our next big family event is Science Night on January 30.  Planning and coordination is coming 
right along.  In attendance so far:  A NASA ambassador will come and talk about various 
missions over time and do a craft; Michigan solar car team will be bringing one of their cars to 
put in the gym; Michigan Astronomy and Physics department; Chelsea District Library; student 
groups, and Star Wars cosplayers.  Currently working on sponsors for a portable planetarium.  
It’s costly.  Cheri spoke with Terris at the Chamber and he’s going to help spreadvthe word, 
hoping we can get a group of business owners to go in on it together.      

f. Culver’s Share Night Ruslan 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080A48ADA62DA0FD0-59772553-transportation?fbclid=IwY2xjawOC_T9leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFrRDM5UHFtblFSV1ZoTDFMc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHkND95MEw5vLEi9CvDbtAOWJVaAlSv8KVktJsWNdvPYFIzi0x0EYfg4CXXDf_aem_Of1_2AgK8zBgnFJE0XY9Zg#/


 
Scheduled for February 2nd.  Let’s advertise and get the word out! Will need volunteers to help 
but we can organize that in January.   
 

11. Additional Old Business 

None. 
 

12. New Business 

None.  
  

13. Reminders 
a. Fifty Cent Friday on December 12th - Hat Day 
b. No December Meeting! 
c. PTO Meeting January 14th at South Meadows Media Center at 6:30  
d. Science Night January 30th at WSEC Senior Center 5:30-7:30 

 
14. Adjournment @ 7:31pm 


