
​Summer 2026 Experiential Learning Opportunities​
​Provided by the Office of College Counseling @ IWA​

​Rising sophomores, juniors, and seniors are encouraged to explore summer experiential​
​learning opportunities. Programs such as camps, internships, and academic experiences can​
​help students connect with popular college majors and emerging career fields. A detailed list of​
​hyperlinked options is provided starting on page 2.​

​Participating in summer programs can help students:​

​●​ ​Deepen academic knowledge​

​●​ ​Develop leadership and collaboration skills​

​●​ ​Explore and confirm major or career interests​

​●​ ​Strengthen resumes and activity lists​

​●​ ​Build meaningful relationships and mentoring networks​

​Application Tips​

​●​ ​Watch deadlines closely as most fall between January and mid-February.​

​●​ ​Ensure your application includes all required materials.​

​●​ ​Apply to several programs and plan to participate in one or two based on your​
​availability.​

​●​ ​Be aware that some opportunities may include fees.​

​Students and families needing support or hoping to explore more options may contact​​Dr.​
​Pennington-Dorsey, Director of Counseling​​, at​​tpennington-dorsey@incarnateword.org​​to​
​schedule an appointment.​

​Wishing you a meaningful and inspiring summer search!​
​—​​The College Counseling Department​
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​College/University Specific Pre-College Programs​
​Structured academic experiences hosted by individual colleges or universities that allow high​
​school students to explore majors, take introductory courses, and experience campus life before​
​applying to college.​

​Georgetown University Pre-College Programs​
​University of Southern California Summer Programs​
​William & Mary College Pre-College Online Program​
​Rice University Online Precollege Programs​
​Dartmouth University Pre-College Programs​
​Smith College Pre-College Programs​
​Carnegie Mellon's Pre-College Programs​
​Wake Forest University Online Immersion Program​
​Harvard Summer School- College Programs for High School Students​
​Stanford University Pre-Collegiate Studies​
​Bucknell Academic Summer Experience (B.A.S.E.)​
​Cornell University Pre-College Summer Program​
​Boston University Summer Term High School Programs​
​Columbia University Pre-College Program​
​New York University Pre-College Program for High School Students​
​Syracuse University Pre-College Summer Programs​
​Clemson University Summer Scholars Program​
​Brown University Pre-College Program​
​UMass Amherst Pre-College Programs​
​RISD Pre-College Summer Programs​
​Bentley University Pre-College Programs​
​WPI Pre-College Programs​

​Business​
​Business summer programs provide high school students with hands-on experience in​
​entrepreneurship, finance, marketing, and leadership while exploring real-world business​
​concepts on a college campus.​

​12 Summer Business Programs for High School Students​
​Lehigh University Summer Program​
​University of Houston Summer Camps​
​University of Houston C.T. Bauer College of Business Summer Institutes​

​609 Crawford Street​​�​ ​Houston, Texas 77002-3668​​�​ ​(713) 227-3637​​�​ ​FAX (713) 227-1014​​�​ ​WWW.INCARNATEWORD.ORG​
​2​

https://georgetown.precollegeprograms.org/?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=gu_counselorleadsmonthly&utm_content=nov2025
https://precollege.usc.edu/
https://precollegeonline.wm.edu/?utm_campaign=WM%3A%202024%20Summer%20Announcement&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=274869240&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--1O0HJFqonzBxq8q3MmnnGmEE-Pmtir5kreWmMicVVmA0VNEuAARrprveRkk-IvfEFPQw7yxHqhoedRKkQLTskbB8z9XiZzSWkNQfZ0idGgScNDsw&utm_content=274869240&utm_source=hs_automation
https://precollege.rice.edu/?utm_campaign=RU%3A%202024%20Summer%20Announcement&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=274750537&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_LJIDC1Uo2cvgbo5f2cnAJGN-PkHxe0Mskdy3YQZqCMCSny7k_Y0lur97pERVSUk1r3CGkB7w_Vm0CZt8WyoH629IfVpTqIStpMSoRdsDhXA0qQCw&utm_content=274750537&utm_source=hs_automation
https://precollegeonline.dartmouth.edu/?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dc_counselorleadsmonthly&utm_content=oct2025
https://www.smith.edu/academics/departments-programs-courses/precollege-programs
https://www.cmu.edu/pre-college/
https://wfuonline.precollegeprograms.org/?utm_campaign=WF%3A%202024%20Summer%20Announcement&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--PqckFTQwQPxlbcAJQsQmBNSXFx2tzsmn2MHAZ__9FcE28bkFh5zoT1oErC6uSK2UaaG-5hYgSnLCUfO86V_ikROjoQiA6Q4BZC6_CawM6Go0Rcns&_hsmi=274875675&utm_content=274875675&utm_source=hs_automation&hsCtaTracking=89e24f93-13d4-4838-a3e5-bb08b24eaa63%7Cd709b485-cdb1-4527-9597-2d341a3a7b43
https://summer.harvard.edu/high-school-programs/
https://spcs.stanford.edu/programs
https://www.bucknell.edu/admissions-aid/plan-visit/camps-conferences-visit-programs/bucknell-academy-summer-experience
https://sce.cornell.edu/precollege?utm_source=lyris&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=summer-pc-agency
https://www.bu.edu/summer/high-school-programs/
https://precollege.sps.columbia.edu/programs/summer-programs/nyc-commuter-summer?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Internal&utm_campaign=PREC-GC_PA_030323&utm_term=SHGEN5&utm_content=Precollege
https://www.nyu.edu/admissions/high-school-and-middle-school-programs/high-school-programs/nyu-precollege.html
https://precollege.syr.edu/admissions/
https://www.clemson.edu/summer/summer-scholars/
https://precollege.brown.edu/apply?utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=26_03_03_HowtoApp&utm_content=application+dates+here
https://www.umass.edu/uww/pre-college/residential
https://precollege.risd.edu/?utm_campaign=26pc&utm_content=promo-apply&utm_medium=email&utm_source=slate
https://www.bentley.edu/precollege
https://www.wpi.edu/academics/pre-collegiate/summer-programs?utm_source=marketing_cloud_email&utm_medium=December_4_2025&utm_campaign=UES_4213108&utm_mc_suscriber_id=74308718
https://blog.prepscholar.com/free-summer-business-programs-for-high-school-students
https://global.lehigh.edu/iacocca-institute/IGEI
https://uh.edu/about/community/summer-camps/
http://www.bauer.uh.edu/undergraduate/summercamp/


​Summer Discovery Business & Entrepreneurship Programs​
​National Student Leadership Conference for Business & Entrepreneurship​
​Wharton Global Youth Program- University of Pennsylvania​
​Precollege Summer Business Programs for High School Students​
​Best College Reviews 50 Best Pre-College Summer Business Programs​
​Lehigh University: IACOCCA Global Entrepreneurship Intensive​
​The University of Texas at Austin McCombs School of Business High School Summer Programs​

​STEM​
​STEM summer programs offer hands-on, immersive experiences in science, technology,​
​engineering, and mathematics, designed to spark curiosity, build skills, and prepare students for​
​future academic and career pathways.​

​Rice Elite Tech Camp​
​University of Houston and Rice University- By Design Architecture for High School Students​
​Houston Zoo First Year Zoo Crew Explores​
​NASA High School Internship Project​
​College Vine- Top 15 High School Summer Engineering Programs​
​National Student Leadership Conference for Engineering​
​Empowerly Top 16 Best STEM Summer Programs​
​Summer Discovery STEM programs​
​Texas Girls Collaborative Project Transforming STEM Programs in East (Houston) and Central​
​Texas​
​The University of Texas at Austin Women in STEM High School Camps​
​Texas A&M University Camp ARCH​
​Texas A&M University Aggie STEM Camp​
​PREP- San Antonio Prefreshman Engineering Program: Explore STEM​
​University of California Berkeley Design + Architecture Summer Programs​
​Clark University- Summer Game Studio and E-Sports Camp​
​Clarkson University Horizons STEM Summer Camp​
​University of Michigan- Joy of Coding Program​
​The University of Texas at Austin- Computer Science Academy for Women​
​Bucknell University Engineering Camp​
​Colorado School of Mines- Multicultural Engineering Training Program​
​MIT Minority Introduction to Engineering & Science​
​North Carolina State College of Engineering- Summer Programs for High School Students​
​Santa Clara University School of Engineering Seminar Program​
​Stanford University Mathematics Camp (SUMaC)​
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https://www.summerdiscovery.com/business-and-entrepreneurship
https://www.nslcleaders.org/youth-leadership-programs/business-entrepreneurship/
https://globalyouth.wharton.upenn.edu/
https://precollegeprograms.org/business/summer-business-programs-for-high-school-students
https://www.bestcollegereviews.org/features/pre-college-summer-business-programs-high-school-students/
https://global.lehigh.edu/iacocca-institute/IGEI
https://force.mccombs.utexas.edu/summerprograms/s/
https://www.envisionexperience.com/explore-our-programs/rice-elite-tech?show_form=true
https://www.wonderworkshouston.org/
https://www.houstonzoo.org/make-memories/teens/first-year-zoo-crew-explorers/
https://www.nasa.gov/learning-resources/internship-programs/
https://blog.collegevine.com/high-school-engineering-summer-programs/
https://www.nslcleaders.org/youth-leadership-programs/engineering-summer-programs/
https://empowerly.com/blog/top-16-stem-summer-programs
https://www.summerdiscovery.com/stem
https://www.txgcp.org/stem-camps-across-tx
https://www.txgcp.org/stem-camps-across-tx
https://diversity.utexas.edu/womeninstem/k-12-programs/high-school-camps/
https://www.arch.tamu.edu/academics/high-school-outreach/camp-arch/
https://aggiestem.tamu.edu/
https://lib.stmarytx.edu/prep/explore
https://ced.berkeley.edu/academics/summer-programs
https://campscui.active.com/orgs/ClarkUniversity0?orglink=camps-registration&e4q=3d08d5cb-8f6a-4bdc-ad00-07155f40ce38&e4p=de5900a9-9e92-4e78-89ba-3c926a94cd2e&e4ts=1734383784&e4c=active&e4e=snlvcmpscui00001load&e4rt=Safetynet&e4h=1ec5f531b9d8972d5a6104c8334704ec#/selectSessions/3556444
https://undergrad.clarkson.edu/portal/horizons
https://joyofcoding.eecs.umich.edu/?utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=joc23&utm_medium=email
https://www.cs.utexas.edu/engage/outreach/academies/women
https://www.bucknell.edu/admissions-aid/plan-visit/camps-conferences-visit-programs/engineering-camp
https://www.mines.edu/undergraduate-admissions/summer-multicultural-engineering-training-summet/
https://mites.mit.edu/
https://engr.ncsu.edu/theengineeringplace/summerprograms/high-school/
https://www.scu.edu/engineering/beyond-the-classroom/outreach/summer-engineering-seminar-ses/
https://spcs.stanford.edu/programs/stanford-university-mathematics-camp-sumac


​Medical Related Programs​
​An overview of reputable medical and health-focused summer programs that help students​
​deepen their understanding of the field.​

​Harvard Medical Pre-College Summer Program​
​Kansas State University- Health Professions Exploration Program​
​MD Anderson Summer Program in Biomedical Sciences​

​Art and Interior Design​
​Explore creative expression and design thinking through immersive Art and Interior Design​
​summer programs that inspire skill-building, innovation, and hands-on learning.​

​Arizona State University FIDM Summer Camp​
​Interior Design Summer Workshop​
​Mississippi State University Design Discovery​
​Creativity Community Discovery Growth​
​Savannah College of Art and Design Pre-College Rising Star​
​Rhode Island School of Design Pre-College Program​
​The School of the Art Institute of Chicago- Early College Program Summer Institute​
​North Carolina State- Summer Textile Exploration Program (STEP)​
​Parsons School of Design Program in PARIS​
​The Art League School​

​Pre- Law​
​Pre-law summer programs offering students an introduction to legal studies, practical​
​skill-building, and firsthand insight into careers in law.​

​National Student Leadership Conference for Law & Advocacy​
​Law and Government Summer Discovery​
​Stephen F. Austin State University High School Pre-Law Academy​
​Office of the Harris County Attorney​
​Teen Life Law Summer Programs​
​Legal Programs and Law Internships for High School Students​

​Leadership and Enrichment​
​Opportunities for students to develop leadership skills, discover new passions, and engage in​
​meaningful summer learning experiences.​

​National Student Leadership Conference for Leadership & Service​
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https://pc.hms.harvard.edu/?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=hm_counselorleadsmonthly&utm_content=nov2025
https://www.hhs.k-state.edu/summerhealthprogram/
https://www.mdanderson.org/education-training/research-training/early-career-pathway-programs/summer-research-programs/programs/high-school-summer-program.html
https://asufidm.asu.edu/resources/summer/camps
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/cap/workshops/interior-design-summer-workshop
https://www.caad.msstate.edu/academics/camps/architecture
https://portal.cca.edu/learning/youth-programs-and-continuing-education/pre-college-program/
https://www.scad.edu/academics/pre-college-programs/scad-rising-star
https://precollege.risd.edu/program-overview/?utm_campaign=pc24&utm_content=AppOpenSoon&utm_medium=email&utm_source=slate
https://www.saic.edu/high-school-programs/early-college-program-summer-institute
https://textiles.ncsu.edu/academics/k-12/summer-textile-exploration-program/
https://www.newschool.edu/parsons-paris/summer-intensive-pre-college/
https://www.artleaguehouston.org/summer-high-school-studio-art-intensive
https://www.nslcleaders.org/youth-leadership-programs/law-advocacy/#section-2
https://www.summerdiscovery.com/law-and-government
https://www.sfasu.edu/academics/colleges/liberal-applied-arts/multidisciplinary-programs/outreach/high-school-pre-law-academy
https://cao.harriscountytx.gov/students
https://teenlife.com/category/summer/law-summer-programs/
https://blog.prepscholar.com/law-internships-for-high-school-students
https://www.nslcleaders.org/youth-leadership-programs/leadership-development-programs/


​Summer Discovery in Leadership​
​Louisiana Youth Seminar​
​Breakthrough Houston​
​Fordham University Summer Leaders Academy​
​John Carroll University Summer in The Heights​
​University of Notre Dame Leadership Seminars​

​Theatre, Humanities and Communications​
​These summer programs offer students immersive experiences that build creativity, critical​
​thinking, and strong communication skills through hands-on learning and real-world exploration.​

​Wonderworks Pre-College Summer Programs @ University of Houston and Rice University​
​National Student Leadership Conference for Theater​
​Best College Reviews 50 Best Pre-College Summer Arts Programs for High School Students​
​National Student Leadership Conference for Journalism​
​College Transition Best Summer Programs for Writing and Journalism​
​University of North Carolina Chapel Hill Hussman School of Journalism and Media​
​Marist College Summer Pre-College Sports Communication Institute​
​Oklahoma State University Sports Media Camp​
​Looking for more programs in Journalism by State​
​Denison University Summer Tutti Performing Arts Camp​
​Emerson College Pre-College Studio in Acting and Musical Theatre​

​Community Service and Volunteer Opportunities​
​A curated list of summer programs offering meaningful community service and volunteer​
​opportunities for students to give back while gaining valuable experience.​

​Habitat for Humanity Youth Programs​
​Projects Abroad: High School Specials​
​Houston SPCA​
​Houston Food Bank​
​Camp Cho-Yeh​
​Moody Gardens Galveston Island​
​Camp Blessing​

​Military Camps​
​Structured summer programs that provide youth with hands-on military training, leadership​
​development, and team-building experiences.​
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https://www.summerdiscovery.com/leadership
https://www.louisianayouthseminar.org/
https://www.breakthroughcollaborative.org/teach/
https://www.fordham.edu/summer-session/pre-college-programs/summer-leaders-academy/
https://www.jcu.edu/academics/summer-in-the-heights/
https://precollege.nd.edu/leadership-seminars/
https://www.wonderworkshouston.org/
https://www.nslcleaders.org/youth-leadership-programs/theater/
https://www.bestcollegereviews.org/features/pre-college-summer-arts-programs-high-school-students/
https://www.nslcleaders.org/youth-leadership-programs/journalism-summer-program/
https://www.collegetransitions.com/dataverse/summer-programs-writing-journalism
https://hussman.unc.edu/k-12-outreach
https://www.marist.edu/admission/pre-college/sports-communication
https://cas.okstate.edu/media/
https://www.dowjonesnewsfund.org/high-school-student-program/directory-of-high-school-workshops/
https://summertutti.denison.edu/
https://emerson.edu/majors-programs/pre-college-programs
https://www.habitat.org/volunteer/near-you/youth-programs
https://www.projects-abroad.org/trip-format/high-school-specials/
https://houstonspca.org/wildlife-center/volunteer-wildlife-rescue/
https://www.houstonfoodbank.org/
https://www.cho-yeh.org/about/pray-serve-give/volunteer-opportunities/
https://www.moodygardens.com/get-involved/teen-volunteer-program
https://campblessing.org/


​United States Air Force Summer Seminar​
​United States Naval Academy Summer Seminar​
​US Military Academy at West Point- Summer Leaders Experience​

​Writing​
​Writing opportunities designed to help students develop their writing skills, explore creative and​
​academic writing, and gain experience in a structured, supportive environment.​

​Sewanee- The University of the South Young Writers Conference​
​The Kenyon Review- Young Writers Workshop​
​Denison University Reynolds Young Writers Workshop​
​Bard College at Simon's Rock Summer Young Writers Workshop​
​Looking for more programs in Journalism by State?​

​Still Looking for more?​
​Explore additional summer programs to challenge, inspire, and engage students beyond the​
​classroom.​

​The University of Texas at Austin Camps​
​Oxford, Cambridge, Paris, Barcelona, New York Summer Programs​
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https://www.academyadmissions.com/prepare/high-school/summer-seminar/
https://www.usna.edu/Admissions/Programs/STEM.php#fndtn-panel1-Attending
https://www.westpoint.edu/admissions/summer-program
https://new.sewanee.edu/sywc/
https://kenyonreview.org/high-school-workshops/
https://reynolds.denison.edu/
https://simons-rock.edu/academics/
https://www.dowjonesnewsfund.org/high-school-student-program/directory-of-high-school-workshops/
https://youthprotectionprogram.utexas.edu/camps/
https://oxbridgeprograms.com/application-and-admissions/

