
 

 
  

Celebrating the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United 
States of America. Enter a yearlong journey to experience 
Granville Through the Years.  
 
This booklet features Monthly Signature Programs starting in 
January 2026 through December 2026. Explore Granville Ohio in 
a new way with this Granville Historical Adventure PassBooklet & 
Challenge. Enjoy learning more about Granville’s rich heritage, 
learn about the Revolutionary Soldiers buried in Granville, get to 
know the Community Partners hosting these programs and so 
much more. All programs, events & activities are free & open to 
the public. 

 
Use this booklet to  

 Learn about upcoming events 

 Learn historical facts about the U.S., Ohio and Granville 
from 1776 to the present. 

 See historical articles, news, and activities giving you a 
glimpse of time periods in history.  
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America 250-Ohio Community of Granville  
is a Collaboration of Community Partners  

working together to showcase Granville in 2026. 



On each Monthly Page you will find a Scroll. Every 
month when you attend the Signature Program, 
you will need to answer a challenge question.  
* Denotes Signature Programs. This is to be an 
interactive challenge which encourages residents 
to come in person and learn from these events and 
not to be completed online. The Scroll will identify 
part of your challenge question. The Host for the 
Program will reveal the full question and answers 
at its program. The first 250 people to complete 6 
of the Monthly Challenges and bring their booklets 
to the following locations will receive an 
America250-Ohio historical commemorative 
keepsake. 

Locations to submit your completed Historical Adventure PassBooklet & 
Challenge Answer Sheet:  
 
June 6th or June 13th 8:30am-12noon Location: Granville Farmers Market 
AM250 Granville Table, Raccoon Valley Park 1225 River Rd.  
June 17th or June 20th 9am at The Signature Program American Goes 
Outdoors at Opera Park. 
 
July 11th 8:30am-12noon Location: Granville Farmers Market AM250 
Granville Table, Raccoon Valley Park 1225 River Rd. 
 
August 1st 8:30am-12noon Location: Granville Farmers Market AM250 
Granville Table, Raccoon Valley Park 1225 River Rd. 
 
October 3rd  8:30am to 12pm Location: Granville Farmers Market AM250 
Granville Table, Raccoon Valley Park 1225 River Rd. 
 
December 12th 3–6pm   Location: Granville Elementary School, 310 N 
Granger St, Granville at the That’s a Wrap Celebration Reception. 

 
Limit One Prize Per Household. Fill in 
your Answers to the Challenge Questions 
on Page 35 of this booklet.    
 
Should you be unable to attend the 
Signature Programs, the Hosts for that 
month’s program will post a flyer as 
shown next to this paragraph. Location of 
these flyers with the full Question & 
Answer are noted on the host’s page. 
These will not be posted until after the 
event is completed as we truly hope you 
will attend these programs.                      
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  Instructions and Table of Content 
There is at least one Signature Program each month. For additional 
programs visit the AM250-Ohio calendar website.  
America250-ohio.org/events-calendar   
Search Granville to find all events for each month.  
You can also find programs listed on the Granville Area  
Chamber of Commerce’s website calendar.  
www.granvilleoh.com/all_events/  

 

Signature Programs  
Month  Description                                                     Page 
 
January:  AM250-Ohio & Granville’s Firsts & Originals ……………….…….…2-3 
 
February: Granville Works - Innovation & Industry & Businesses ………..  4-5 
 
March:  Granville Entertains - Music, Entertainment & Movies ………….…6-9 
 
April:  Granville Transportation Through the Years ……………….…………..10-11 
 
May:  Granville Creates - Arts, Culture & Literature…………………..……….12-13 
 
June:  Granville Outdoors-Exploring Parks & Natural Resources………...14-15 
 
July:  Granville 4th of July Fair/Festival/Fireworks….………………………..16-17 
 
August:  The Great Granville Picnic…………………………….…….………………18-19 
 
September:  Granville Celebrates Sports ………………….……….…………….. 22-25 
 
October:  Granville Grows-Food & Farms & Harvest  ………….…………..…26-27 
 
November:  Granville Serves-Remembering Veterans, First Responders  
                       & Front-Line Heroes ……………………………………………………28-29 
 
December:  That’s A Wrap Reception - Looking ahead to Granville 2076 & 
Collection of Letters to the 2076 Granvillians………………………………..…30-31 
 
Historical Puzzles, Games & News ……………………………………………….…32-34 
 
Challenge Questions/Answer Page……………………………………….………………35 
 
Revolutionary Soldiers & Sons of the American Revolution………….…………36 
 
Write A Note to the 2076 Residents of Granville ………………………………37-38 
 
Community Partners & Sponsors …………………………………………..…….…39-41 
 

Revolutionary Soldiers are buried in Granville. On the pages of this  
booklet are spotlights of these soldiers. These spotlights are provided by the  
Granville’s SAR- Sons of the American Revolution - Hocking Valley Chapter. 
Photos and historical facts are provided by the Granville Historical Society  

and the Community Partners. Enjoy comparing these snapshots in time. 



 

   

Signature Program  
America 250-Ohio & Granville  

“How Licking County’s Trail West Began” 
Speaker: Howard Long/Licking County Historical Society 

 
*Date: January 27, 2026, Time: 6:30pm   
Location: Bryn Du Mansion, 537 Jones Rd NE, Granville.    

This month the Lead Community Partner Host is Bryn Du Mansion 
The Challenge Question & Answer flyer for this month will be posted  

upon completion of this program at the Bryn Du Mansion main building. 

Ohio & Granville  
Firsts & Originals 

The Lead Community Partner Host for this month is Bryn Du Mansion. 
Nestled on 52 acres in the heart of Granville, Bryn Du Mansion has been a 
landmark of history and hospitality for more than 150 years. Originally 
built in the 1860s and later transformed into the grand Georgian-Federal 
estate we know today, Bryn Du has hosted U.S. presidents, world-
renowned artists, and generations of community gatherings. Listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, the estate includes the mansion, 
carriage house, fieldhouse, art center, Cramer house, newly renovated 
barn, a formal garden, and expansive grounds, all preserved and cared for 
by the Bryn Du Commission. 
 
Today, Bryn Du is a thriving hub for arts, culture, and community. From 
art exhibitions, classes, and residencies to our Life Local series, concerts, 
weddings and other events,  the estate welcomes thousands of visitors 
each year. Looking ahead, the Bryn Du Commission is prioritizing history 
and community as they work to continue the restoration and community 
events that honor Bryn Du’s storied past while creating meaningful spaces 
for future generations to connect, learn, and celebrate. 

www.bryndu.com 

Bryn Du Mansion 1860s 

Bryn Du Mansion 2025 
(Photos by Bryn Du Mansion) 2 



  

1776 - Firsts & Originals 

 On June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee introduced a 
resolution "that these united colonies are and of 
right ought to be free and independent states," 
acting under the instruction of the Virginia 
Convention. The Lee Resolution contained three 
parts: a declaration of independence, a call to 
form foreign alliances, and "a plan for 
confederation." 

 The Continental Congress adopted the 
Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. It 
was engrossed on parchment and on August 2, 
1776, delegates began signing it. 

Granville - Firsts & Originals 

 In 1797 Granville Township was surveyed as part of the U.S. Military District.  

 1802 - The first to arrive were the Welsh settlers. 

 1805 - Settlers from Granville, Massachusetts and Granby, Connecticut were 
responsible for the establishment of the Village of Granville. 

 1831 - Denison University was founded. 

 1880 - May 29th the first train of the Ohio Central Railroad crossed Lancaster Road in 
Granville at 8:00A.M. 

 1880 - June 11th the first issue of the Granville Times Newspaper. 

 1890 - First Electric Interurban between Granville and Newark. 

 1895 - The Village had its first Telephone Exchange in the summer of 1895 although 
there had been a toll line in Granville in 1882 at Charles Webster Bryant's Drug Store. 
In 1916 the first automatic switchboard was installed - telephone dial system.  

 Natural gas had been in use in the Village since 1901. 

 Electricity did not come to Granville until 1921. 
 

Revolutionary Soldiers 
Monthly Spotlights 

are provided by the SAR 

 
ELIJAH BRYAN, Born on Sept 6, 
1760, North Milford, Connecticut. He 
Enlisted on Apr 25, 1777, discharged 
June 8, 1783. For the 6 yrs served as a 
Pvt in the 3rd Connecticut Regiment, 
he was one of seven Continental 
Soldiers who received the Badge of 
Military Merit from Gen George 
Washington (The Military’s 1st actual 
Medal of Honor).  He married Content 
Fowler; children: Sarah, Lucy, Elijah, 
Amanda & Constant. He Died on 
January 12, 1844, Granville, OH and is 
buried at Maple Grove Cemetery, 
Granville, OH 43023.  
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Signature Programs 
Businesses In Granville Through the Years 

Granville’s Downtown has seen a host of businesses through the years since the 
founding of Granville in 1805. Come take a stroll  down memory lane and learn 

about historic and contemporary businesses of Granville’s past and present. 

 
*Date: Monday, Feb. 16, 2026 Time: Noon-1pm at Rotary Club of Granville 
meeting Location: Otterbein Senior Life Community - Amelia Rm, 2158 
Columbus Rd., Granville. 
 
*Date: Saturday, Feb. 21, 2026  Time 2pm-5pm Open House  
Location: Granville Historical Society, 115 E Broadway, Granville. 
 

This month the Lead Community Partner Host is Granville Rotary.  
The Challenge Question & Answer flyer for this month will be posted upon completion 

 of these programs at the Granville Historical Society, 115 E Broadway, Granville. 
 

Granville Works: 
Innovation & 

Industry & Businesses 

The Lead Community Partner Host for this month is Granville 
Rotary Club. The Granville Rotary Club is a local chapter of 
Rotary International, a global network of volunteers dedicated 
to tackling humanitarian challenges. The club focuses on 
community service, providing scholarships, and engaging in 
service projects both locally and internationally. They aim to 
improve lives through initiatives that promote peace, prevent 
diseases, and enhance education and literacy.    

www.granvillerotary.org 
1870s Broadway (Photos by the Granville Historical Society) 

Fun Facts –  

 In 1924, coal and railroad 
magnate, John Sutphin Jones, 
commissioned the construction 
of the Granville Inn. Designed 
in the Jacobethan Revival style 
by prominent architect Frank 
Packard, it was intended as a 
luxurious retreat set beside an 
elite golf course, designed by 
Donald Ross. 4 



 

  

2025 Broadway 

Lesser Known Fact –  

 One of the early Granville 
industries was distilling whiskey, 
which required copper and was 
hard to obtain in the area, as Jacob 
Goodrich learned.  He used a 
wooden tank mounted on an iron 
base and hollow elderberry tubes.  
After producing a little whiskey, 
which tasted like elderberry, the 
still blew up. 

Unexpected Facts –  

 On July 1, 1834, torrential rains caused Raccoon Creek to overflow and become a mile wide, 
inundating the valley as far as the Old Colony Burying Ground. Farms, businesses, and 
livestock were swept away, and in the aftermath, outbreaks of cholera and typhoid fever 
struck the community. The twin disasters crippled Granville's economy, and recovery took 
many years. 

 During the early hours of Tuesday, Feb. 1, 1927, a fire started that destroyed the south side 
of the eastern half of the East Broadway block downtown. Seven businesses were destroyed 
including a grocery store and student restaurant. Damage costs were estimated at $50,000.  
      (Interesting Business Facts provided by the Granville Historical Society) 

LEVI HAYS (HAYES) 
Served in the Revolutionary  

 
War as Fifer Captain Miles 
Company in Colonel Beebe's 
Connecticut Regiment. Born 
April 1, 1764 Granby, Conn. 
to parents Deacon Samuel 
(1730-1801) and Rosanna 
Holcomb (1732-1814) Hays. 
Married Ruhamah Parsons 
(1766-1837) Children: Orlin, 
Ruhmama, Rosanna, Anson 
Byron, Loring. Moved to 
Granville OH in 1805. Died 
on October 8, 1847. Buried  
in the Old Colony Cemetery. 

GEORGE AVERY Jr., Pvt 1st 
Conn Regt.  Born April 24, 1759 
in Groton, New London County, 
Connecticut to parents George Sr. 
(1737-1785) & Eunice Avery 
(1739-1807). Served as a Pvt. in 
the 1st Conn. Regiment of the 
Line in Captain Christopher 
Darrow’s Company in Col. 
Jedadiah Hunnington’s Regiment.  
He married Mary Allyn, a 
daughter of Nathan Allyn and 
Sarah (Freeman) Allyn; children: 
George, Simeon, Alford & Cynthia. 
Died Sept. 29, 1806 Buried in the 
Old Colony Burial Ground. 

Revolutionary Soldiers 
Monthly Spotlights  
are provided by the SAR 
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1950s Broadway (Photos by the Granville Historical Society) 



 
  

Granville Entertains:  
Music, Entertainment & 

Movies 
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The Lead Community Partner Host for this 
month is Denison University. Founded in 1831, 
Denison University stands as one of the first 
colleges established in the historic Northwest 
Territory — west of the Alleghenies and north of 
the Ohio River.   
 

Today, that pioneering spirit continues. Guided 
by faculty who are leaders in their fields, Denison 
students in the performing and fine arts develop 
the creativity, insights, and skills to thrive — and 
to shape a rapidly changing world. 

 
Date: March 27th Time: 7pm "El derecho de vivir..."  

The DU Wind Ensemble traces the entwined history of folkloric and brass band music.  
Location: Denison University, Eisner Center, 240 W. Broadway. 

Date: March 28th Time: 7pm The Vail Series presents Attacca Quartet   
Location: Denison University, Swasey Chapel Dr., Granville. 

Dates: March 1st - April 3rd Time: Mon-Fri 9am - 3pm  Denison Museum Exhibition-Curiosity.  
Discover some of the hidden treasures within the Denison Museum’s permanent collection.  
Location: Eisner Center, 240 W Broadway #101 

Date: March 25th Time: 4:30pm Location: Denison Museum-Author Mira Jacob Reading & Talk   
  Location: Eisner Center, 240 W Broadway #101 

 

This month the Lead Community Partner Host is Denison University. The Challenge Question & Answer 
flyer for this month will be posted upon completion of these programs at the Eisner Center. 

*Program #2 Home Entertainment of the 1870s: Pastimes and Crafts   
Date: March 21, 2026    Time: 1-3 pm Location: Robbins Hunter Museum, 221 E Broadway, 
Granville. This Program is hosted by Robbins Hunter Museum. The Robbins Hunter Museum is a 
historic house museum built in 1842. It is nationally recognized as one of the finest examples of Greek 
Revival architecture and hosts the Jill Griesse Historic Garden which is certified by the American 
Daffodil Society. The museum is open for tours, Wed- Sat, 1-4pm www.robbinshunter.org  The 
Challenge Question & Answer flyer for this month will be posted upon completion of these programs 
at the Robbins Hunter Museum. 

Denison Theater 2025 

Other Programs Showcasing Entertainment in Granville  
Events are free & open to the public; however, tickets are required. 

 
 

 Dates: March 5th, 6th, 7th Time: 7pm and Date: March 8th Time: 2pm    
Denison University Presents – Macbeth “False face must hide what the false 
heart doth know.” Location: Denison University, Eisner Center 240 W Broadway. 

Signature Programs 
That’s Entertainment! 

*Program #1 History of the Denison Arts Quad Talk  
Date: March 10, 2026 Time: 7pm  
Location:  Denison University, Eisner Center, Room 238  



 

  

DANIEL BAKER, Pvt/Fifer Conn. 
Regt. Born on Nov 8, 1763, Ellington, 
Conn. Enlisted as fifer in Colonel Legard's 
Connecticut Regt. He settled in Granville, 
OH about 1820. Granted Pension in 1833 
from Licking County, OH. Married 
Jerusha Parsons (1772-1846); children: 
Jerusha b. 1789. Daniel Died on Dec 19, 
1836, Granville, OH and Buried in Old 
Colony Cemetery, Granville. 

JONATHAN BENJAMIN, Pvt Penn Regts. 
Born October 14, 1738 in Goshen, New York to 
father Johnathan Benjamin (1714-1770). He 
Enlisted Jan 1776 as Private in Captains Newman, 
Hepburn & Colonel Long's Pennsylvania Regt., 
Served 4 yrs and 6 mos. He Married Margaret 
Brown (1742-1837). Children: Benoni, Lilly, Mary, 
Jemina. Jonathan. Died on Aug 26, 1841 in 
Granville, OH and Buried at Old Colony Cemetery, 
Granville. Grave Marker recognized by the 
Granville Centennial Committee 1909. 

Revolutionary Soldiers Monthly Spotlights  
are provided by the SAR 
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1953/06/22 Newark 
Advocate  1956 12th Knight / Denison 

 Historical Times Archives 

Denison Theater 2025 

 

2025 Denison University Key Facts & Stats  

 Total Students: 2,400  / Student-to-Faculty Ratio: 9:1 / Academic Programs: 6  

 Arts Majors & Minors: 389 in Art History & Visual Culture, Cinema, Dance, Music, Music Theatre, Theatre, 
and Visual Arts  

 Alumni Success: 96% of graduates are employed, in graduate school, or in service within six months of 
graduation. 

Denison Arts Timeline  

 1897: The Thresher Conservatory of Music opens.  

 1898: A Recital Hall is added to Thresher Hall.  

 1944: A call for an art collection was initiated by Trustee Edmund G. Burke.   

 1947: Denison Summer Theatre begins.  

 1955: The Theatre Arts Building (Ace Morgan Theatre) opens.  

 1970s: Several buildings are repurposed for the arts:  
o Doane Gymnasium becomes Doane Dance.  
o Cleveland Gymnasium is used for Studio Art.  

o Music Department moves to Burton Hall.  
o The first Cinema building was established on Mulberry Street.  

 1973: Burke Hall, housing the gallery and collection, recital hall, and black box theater.  

 Early 2000’s: Cinema moves to sorority circle.  

 2006: The Gallery was designated a museum and a teaching museum in 2011.  

 2009: The Cleveland Gymnasium is remodeled and renamed Bryant Arts Center.  

 2019: The Michael D. Eisner Center for the Performing Arts opens, housing Music, Theatre, Dance, Music 
Theatre, and the Denison Museum. 

History of Denison University visit:  denison.edu/campus/about/our-history 



  

1925 Granville Girls Glee & Music Club  (GHS 1925 Yearbook) 
 

1925 Granville Assembly at the New School  
(GHS Blue & White 1925 Yearbook) 

The Opera House was a modern movie theater with sound and projection 
equipment and held a regular schedule of movies since the 1950s. The 
building was destroyed by a fire in 1982. It housed various businesses, 
including a restaurant, hardware store, a children’s clothing store, an antique 
shop, a flower shop as well at times. The village of Granville used the Opera 
House for town meetings, Denison’s theatre, and music departments also used 
the Opera House. 
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Granville High School Music Theater & Arts  2025 Facts 

 300 students in music programs. 

 50-70 Students participate in Drama with 3 productions a year – 2 plays and 1 musical.  

 GHS sent 8 groups to the Ohio Music Education Association state event with all 8 groups 
achieving superior ratings (The Highest Honors). 

 GHS has 7 Choirs including A Cappella, Chamber and Symphonic Choir.  

 There are 6 bands including Jazz Band, Steel Drum Band, Marching Band and Wind 
Ensemble. 

 There are 3 orchestras including Electric, Strings and Sinfonia.  

Granville High School Theater 2025 (Photos provided by GHS) 
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Granville High School Band  2025 (Photo provided by Granville High School) 



   

Granville Moves: 
Transportation 

The Lead Community Partner Host for this month is the Granville 
Historical Society. The Granville Historical Society was created on 
March 9, 1885, by Charles Webster Bryant, Crayton Black, and 
Francis Shepardson. Its formation was in part a response to the 
realization, after the 75th anniversary of the founding of the town, 
that firsthand memories of the early days of Granville were 
vanishing. As the community's collective memory, the Granville 
Historical Society acquires, preserves, and shares Granville's past 
with residents and visitors to inspire curiosity about, instill 
knowledge of, and foster a commitment to our history.    

www.granvillehistory.org 

Unexpected Transportation Facts  Contributing to 
Granville’s Hometown Charm - 

 From 1820 to 1840, Granville’s economy was industrially 
vibrant. However, expansion stalled when neither the National 
Road nor the Ohio Canal passed through town. The late arrival 
of the railroad to Granville also prevented economic expansion.  
The character of the town was greatly crafted by the missed 
transportation opportunities.  

 The Granville feeder canal was completed in 1833. The Feeder Canal connected to the Ohio Canal 
with a "turnaround basin" at the end of Clouse Lane and terminated at the Lancaster Bridge (SR-
37). Regular operations on the Granville Feeder Canal ceased in the 1850's and was completely 
abandoned after the 1913 flood. 

 The Inter-Urban trolley - The first trip into downtown Granville was on Sept. 1, 1890. It ran two 
times per hour. (Granville Hist. Society Archives 1991) Granville merchants opposed the 
construction of the interurban into the community and it is credited with causing the closing of the 
Granville Hotel. The line ceased operations in 1923. 

 Railroad came to Granville in 1880. Trains gave way in the early Nineteen-teens to the increase in 
automobiles. 

 2024 - Licking County Transit started service to Granville on March 4, 2024, with the launch of a 
route connecting Granville and Newark. Buses to Granville began in the 1920s. Buses used to run 
daily in the 1940s-1960s from Newark to Granville to Columbus. One line ran round trip every 
hour from Newark to Granville on Newark Granville Road that terminated at Plum St.  

                                                (Facts provided by The Granville Historical Society) 

 10 

Signature Programs 
                How Missed Opportunities Shaped the Community 
                      "What happens when new modes of transportation bypass a community?" 

 
*Dates: Saturdays, April 11, 18, 25, 2026   Hours open: 10am-4pm 
              Sundays, April 12, 19, 26, 2026  Hours open: 1pm-5pm 
Location: Granville Historical Society, 115 E Broadway, Granville 
 
This month the Lead Community Partner Host is Granville Historical Society. 
The Challenge Question & Answer flyer for this month will be posted upon  
completion of these programs at the Granville Historical Society Museum.  

"Sometimes 
development 
that bypass a 
village shapes 
its character 

as profoundly 
as those that 

come to 
pass,"  

 
 

Tom Martin, 
Granville 
Historical 
Society 
President 
Emeritus 

 



  

1880/06/11  
In the 1st Edition of 
the Granville Times 
Newspaper 

1880/06/18  
Granville Times 
Newspaper 

Hud Chevrolet 1937 

 
MOSES BOARDMAN 
Pvt Conn Regt. Born in 
1763. Served as a Private 
in Colonel Webb’s 
Connecticut Regiment. He 
married Abigail Mead 
(1770-1820); children: 
Moses b. 1798, Samuel b. 
1804, Lucius. Moses died 
on September 29, 1816. He 
is Buried at Old Colony 
Cemetery. 

DAVID  BUTLER Pvt Cpl Conn 
Regt. Born June 17, 1764 Cromwell 
Connecticut. Served as a Corporal in 
Colonel Sherman’s 3rd Conn. 
Regiment Continental Line, 4th Comp. 
under Major Jonathan Meigs, Capt. 
Warner, Col. Wyllys. He Married Ann 
Olive Henry (1767-1830); children: 
Leverett b. 1794, Ann b. 1796, Henry 
b. 1800, Charles b. 1804. He died 
April 3, 1815. He is Buried at Old 
Colony Cemetery. 

DAVID MOORE, Pvt 
18th Conn Regt. Born 
in 1753. He served as a 
Private in the 3rd 
Connecticut Regiment 
in the Revolutionary 
War. Children: Dave b. 
1790, Samuel b. 1792, 
Campbell b. 1793, 
Hariette b. 1796, 
Forrest b. 1799. He Died 
on October 17, 1841 and 
is buried at Old Colony. 

Revolutionary Soldiers Monthly Spotlights  
are provided by the SAR 
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Interurban  

1960s 

 1920s 1890s-1920s 



     

Granville Creates:  
Arts, Culture & 

Literature 

www.granvilleoh.com 

The Lead Community Partner Host for this month 
is the Granville Area Chamber of Commerce. The 
Granville Area Chamber of Commerce is an 
organization of 300+ business leaders and 
member-investor organizations whose purpose is 
to maximize the value and relevance of business by 
stimulating commerce, advocating for our 
businesses, and supporting responsible business 
development that preserves our heritage and 
sustains the quality of life in our community. 
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*Program #3 Date: May 9th Time: 12pm–6pm Art Project – We Are All Part Of America’s 
Story. Location: Granville Public Library, 217 E. Broadway  www.granvillelibrary.org  The Granville 
Public Library has been a part of the Granville community since the New England settlers first came in 
1805. In that sense, a library has existed in Granville for almost as long as America has been a country. 
Over the years we have changed locations a few times, but we have been in our current building since 
1924. We offer a robust collection of materials, both in print and electronically, as well as a wide 
selection of programs, activities, and resources for all ages. We are part of the fabric of this community 
and hope to be here in another 250 years for the 500th celebration! The Challenge Question & Answer 
flyer for this month will be posted upon completion of these programs at the Granville Public Library. 

Signature Programs 
Art In Granville 

 

Date: May 25th Granville’s Memorial Day Parade & Commemorative Ceremony  
10:45am Parade steps off at Opera Park. 11am Program at Maple Grove Cemetery. 

*Program #2 Date: May 9th Time: 11am-11:30am The Granville Chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution will kick off the day hosting a program by the Hocking Valley Sons of the 
American Revolution entitled "Why We Wear What We Wear". Feature various uniforms worn by 
the Revolutionary War Reenactors of the SAR. Location: College Town House, 334 E Broadway. 

*Program #1 Date: May 9, 2026  Time: 4pm-7pm 
Granville Artwalk - Art, Music & Demonstrations  
at Galleries & Businesses Downtown Granville.   
The Challenge Question & Answer will be revealed  
during the Art Walk on the Community Board by  
Village Hall & the Butterfly Park on Broadway.  
 
This month the Lead Community Partner Host is the 
Granville Area Chamber of Commerce. The Challenge  
Question & Answer flyer for this month will be posted 
upon completion of these programs at the Granville  
Area Chamber of Commerce Offices. 

 1960s 

 2025 



Granville Soldiers in the Arts 

 Thomas D. Jones migrated to the Welsh Hills northeast of 
Granville in 1837. In addition to being a Civil War soldier, 
he was known for his sculptures. His sculpture of President 
Lincoln in 1861 was displayed in the Ohio Statehouse 
Rotunda. He also has a marble monument depicting the 
surrender of Vicksburg, requested by Gov Rutherford B. 
Hayes, in the Statehouse Rotunda which was unveiled in 
1871. (Granville Hist. Society Pocket History - The Civil 
War & Granville by B. Kevin Bennett) 

 US Post Office in Granville, Ohio has a mural by Wendell 
Jones entitled "First Pulpit in Granville" depicting the 
original settlers. It is an oil on canvas that was installed in 
1938. The post office mural project evolved from the U.S. 
Public Works of Art Project which was later called the 
Section of Fine Arts.  
 

 
GIDEON CORNEL, Pvt. Cpt., Regt Mass 
Militia. Born Sept. 11, 1760 Swansea, 
Massachusetts. He Served as a Private Captain 
Peleg Peck’s Company in Colonel Thomas 
Carpenter’s Regiment MA Militia. He married 
Naomi Jones Cornell (1759 -1805) 10 Jul, 1784 
in Dighton, Bristol County, MA. Children: 
Gideon, Mercy, Sylvanus, Archibald, and Ruth. 
Gideon died Aug. 22, 1806 and is buried at Old 
Colony Cemetery. 

SAMUEL EVERETT SR, Pvt 9th 
Conn Regt. Born on February 6, 1739 
in Torrington Connecticut. He Enlisted 
at Torrington, Litchfield County, 
Connecticut and served as a Pvt. in 
Torrington, CT. He Married Mindwell 
Strong (1742-1812) in 1762; children: 
Samuel b. 1769 & Mindwell b. 1771. He 
Died on November 1, 1821 and Buried 
at Old Colony. 

Revolutionary Soldiers Monthly Spotlights  
are provided by the SAR 
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Denison University Art Studio, Art Center & Museum 

Granville American Legion Post 398 Granville 
Memorial Day 
Commemorative 
Ceremony at 
Maple Grove 
Cemetery.  



  

Granville Outdoors 
Exploring Parks &  
Natural Resources 

Starting Dates: Saturday June 6th & June 13th from 8:30am-12noon 
 

This is a separate Parks Adventure Challenge dedicated to the Parks in Granville. 
To celebrate Granville’s Parks the first 50 people to complete these challenges  

and present the Answers to the Parks Challenge Questions will receive  
an America250-Ohio commemorative keepsake. 

 

 Pick up your Parks Challenge Sheet on Saturday June 6th or June 13th 8:30am-12noon at 
the AM250 Granville Table at the Granville Farmers Market at the Raccoon Valley Park 
located at 1225 River Road, or at the Signature Program American Goes Outdoors 
on June 17th or June 20th at 9am at the Opera Park.  

 Then Visit each park and answer the Parks Challenge Question.   

 Then bring your completed sheet back to one of the locations listed on the inside cover 
of this booklet to receive your America250-Ohio historical commemorative keepsake. 
Limit one per family.  
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Signature Program 
Let’s take a stroll! Granville Through the Years 

 
*Dates: Wed., June 17th & Sat., June 20, 2026 Time: 9am  America Goes Outdoors.  
Location: Opera Park, Downtown Granville. Special Program by Speaker Jeff Gill 
(Wandering Storyteller). After the program all are welcome to take a walk to Sugar Loaf 
Park, location of the Granville 1905 celebration.   
 
The Challenge Question & Answer flyer for this month will be posted upon completion of 

these programs at the Granville Recreation District, 118 S Main St. Granville. 
 

Date: June 6th  Time: 12pm  50 RINGS - U.S. Semiquincentennial Park  
Location: TBD (check America250-ohio.org/events-calendar  Search Granville) 1500 
Trees Committee will plant the first of 50 commemorative native trees to celebrate the 50 
states of America during the U.S. Semiquincentennial. 

Date: June 27, 2026 Time: 5pm Guided Tour of Granville Schools Land Lab 
Location: 2025 Burg St., Granville. Host Granville Schools. The Land Lab is the largest 
outdoor K-12 educational facility in Ohio with 90 acres. It functions as part of the Granville 
Schools Sustainability Project. It provides unique, hands-on experiences to help students 
learn about life, physical, and environmental sciences, math, English, art, and music. 

 

JUNE --Parks Challenge within a Challenge--  
6 Granville Parks with 6 Challenge Questions 
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Granville Parks and Nature  

 Sugar Loaf Park At the top of the park is the Founders Monument, 
dedicated in 1905 during the Granville Centennial celebration. 411 W. 
Broadway. Sugar Loaf was used by settlers since Dec 5, 1805 as public 
space. In April 1896, the village held a “Dedication of Sugar Loaf Park” 
and a community tree planting. It was April 19, 1896 part of the village 
began their march to Sugar Loaf. Trees were planted by every 
organization in the village and township and citizens. Over 300 saplings 
were planted. (Granville Times 4/23/1896) 

 Fanchion Lewis Park 43 acres dedicated by a retired Granville High 
School librarian, Fanchion Lewis. It has nature trails and a fishing 
pond. 1179 Jones Road. 

 Spring Valley Park & Nature Preserve 45 acres of beautifully 
wooded property with marked nature trails, an open field, and 
woodlands. It was once Spring Valley Pool from 1933-2005 which was 
developed by Edwin & Anna Roberts in 1933. 1539 Columbus Rd.   

 Opera House Park Extensive landscaping and trees, walkways, and 
benches. Located on the site of the Granville Opera House, which was 
destroyed by fire on April 7, 1982.  

 Wildwood Park 30 acres of open field, shelter house, indoor restrooms, 
handicap-accessible playground. 785 W. Broadway. 

 Raccoon Valley Park 68 acres of open field, located along Raccoon 
Creek with access to the TJ Evans Bike Path. Also, home  to the Granville 
Recreation District Youth Baseball, Softball and Soccer programs. 
Location River Road at State Route 16. 

1905 Bicentennial Dedication of Pioneer Monument 
Celebrating the 1805 original Granville Settlers.  
(Photo by the Granville Historical Society)  

Denison Class of 1869 planted a class tree. Many 
of these DU Students served in the civil war. 
(Granville Historical Society Pocket History The 
Civil War & Granville by B. Kevin Bennett) 

 
REUBEN GRAVES, Pvt 3rd 
Mass Regt. Born in 1735. He 
served as a Private in the 3rd 
Connecticut Regiment, 
Continental Line in the 
Revolutionary War. He married 
Susannah  (1746-1838); 
children: Judith b.1782. 
Reuben died at 88 years of age 
on August 22, 1824 and is 
buried at Old Colony. 

Captain William Colley’s 
Company, Colonel John 
Mosley’s Conn. Regt; Enlisted 
09/23/1776; Discharged 
11/16/1776; travel included 
Roll dated North Castle; also, 
Captain William Cooley’s 
Company, Colonel Mosley’s 
(Hampshire Comp.) Conn. 
Regt; Enlisted 08/17/1777; 
Discharged 08/19/1777; 
Company marched towards 
Bennington on alarm; roll 
sworn to at Granville; also, 
Captain Aaron Coe’s Comp., 
Colonel John Moseley’s Conn. 
Regt, enlisted 09/21/1777; 

discharged 10/23/1777 
company marched by order 
of General Gates to reinforce 
Northern army on alarm; 
also, Captain Solomon 
Brown’s company, Colonel 
Elisha Porter’s Conn. Regt,; 
enlisted 07/31/1779; 
discharged 09/01/1779, 
travel included at New 
London, Conn. He Married 
Hannah Cooley (1762-
1839); Children: Statira, 
Claudius & Gustavus. He 
Died at 92 years of age on 
Dec. 20, 1850 and is buried 
at Old Colony. 

ROSWELL GRAVES Jr., 
Pvt 3rd Mass Regt. Born 
June 18,1758 in Durham, CT. 
He served as a Pvt. and 
teamster in the 3rd 
Connecticut Regiment in  

Revolutionary Soldiers Monthly Spotlights are provided by the SAR 

 



   

Granville’s 4th of July 
Fair/Parade/Fireworks 

The Lead Community Partner Host for this month is 
the Kiwanis Club of Granville. Kiwanis is an 
organization of volunteers, dedicated to serving the 
children of the world, one child and one community 
at a time. Our club has over 100 members. We host 
the annual Granville Kiwanis 4th of July Celebration. 
Our fundraisers include our annual Pancake 
Breakfast, tent and table rentals and homemade 
maple syrup sales. We support many community 
projects including the Wildwood Playground Rebuild 
and our Sugar Maple Arboretum at Spring Valley 
Nature Preserve. 

Granville’s Fourth of July Facts:  

 Granville’s first Independence Day celebration was in 1806, the first July 4th following 
the arrival of the settlers from Massachusetts and Connecticut. 

 The first known community Fourth of July celebration that vaguely resembled the big 
festival held today was in 1892, highlight of which was the “pyrotechnics” display in the 
evening. There was no mention in newspaper coverage of a parade that year, however—
an Independence Day staple for decades since. 

 A highlight of Granville Fourth of July celebrations for years, starting in the 1920s, was 
the hog calling contest. 

 Kiwanis Club of Granville has been sponsoring the Granville 4th of July Celebration 
and parade since 1964. 
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Signature Program 
Excitement Fills the Downtown & the Sky 

Granville’s Fourth of July Celebration by Granville Kiwanis  
*Dates: July 1 through 4, 2026 

 
Festival Downtown on Broadway: July 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th 1pm-10pm. Full schedule 
of events and information about the can be found at www.granville4th.com   
 
Fireworks: July 2nd at 10pm at Wildwood Park  
  
Parade: July 4th 10:45am - Along Broadway from Wildwood Park to Pearl St.  
 

This month the Lead Community Partner Host is Granville Kiwanis. 
 (https://k05681.site.kiwanis.org) 

The Challenge Question & Answer flyer for this month will be posted on the 
Community Board by Village Hall & Butterfly Park on Broadway. 



  
1905 Granville July  4th  Parade  
(Photos by the Granville Historical Society) 
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TIMOTHY ROSE, Pvt/Sgt Mass Regt. 
Born June 1, 1762, Granville, MA to parents 
Justus and Deborah Barlow Spelman Rose. 
He Enlisted on July 27, 1779, at Granville, 
Mass, in Col. Timothy Bigelow's 15th Mass. 
Regiment, also a Private-Corporal in with 
Capt. Haskell company, Col William Shepard 
Regt. He distinguished himself as an officer, 
at the storming of a British Redoubt, at the 
surrender of Cornwallis, at Yorktown, VA 
1781.  He Married 1st wife, Lydia Munson, 
2nd wife, Matilda Mead; children: Clarissa 
Rose Bancroft, Samantha Rose Linnel, 
Louvissa Rose Dickenson, Lydia Rose 
Clemons & Samuel. 

Timothy Rose was one of the purchasing 
agents for and founder of Granville, Ohio and 
was among the settlers from Granville, 
Massachusetts in 1805. Timothy built the 
first cabin in Granville. The cabin was 20 by 
28 feet and had a large fire pit at the open 
end of the cabin. Then in the winter of 1807 
he completed the first frame house in the 
village. He was an associate Judge from 1808 
-1813, in Licking County. He was also a 
deacon in the Presbyterian Church. Paul 
Revere stopped at the Rose farm to change 
his horse for a fresh one on his ride to alarm 
the countryside. Timothy died on Nov 27, 
1813, Granville, OH. Buried at Old Colony. 

Revolutionary Soldiers Monthly Spotlights  
are provided by the SAR 

 

1915 Granville July 4th  Parade  

2025 Granville July 4th of July Festival & 
Memorial Day Parade 
(Photos by Jack Fleming Photography) 



   

Granville Picnics  
Family & Friends Gather 

granvillecommunityfoundation.org 

Granville Community Foundation (GCF) was founded in 
1971 to support the charitable needs of Granville while 
preserving the village’s unique heritage. Now celebrating 
its 55th anniversary, GCF is honored to serve as 
Granville’s convener for the America 250-Ohio 
commemoration, bringing together local organizations to 
showcase the history, culture, and spirit of the community. 
 

As part of this effort, GCF is leading the return of a 
century-old tradition: The Great Granville Picnic. This 
beloved gathering invites neighbors and friends to the 
heart of town to share food, fellowship, and celebration. 
Reviving the picnic reflects GCF’s enduring mission—
serving Granville by building community. 

Granville Picnics 
Community picnic dinners in Granville were first noted in 
the Granville Times Newspaper on June 27, 1884.  Since 
the Granville Times did not start publishing until June 11, 
1880, community picnics may have even started before. 

18 

Signature Program 
Great Granville Picnic 

 

*Date:  August 15, 2026    Time:  4pm-8:30pm  
Location:  On Broadway from Plum to Mulberry, Granville  

 

This month the Lead Host is the Granville Community Foundation with  
supporting participation by Community Partners listed on page 39.  

The Challenge Question & Answer flyer for this month will be posted  
upon completion of this program on the Community Board  

by Village Hall & Butterfly Park on Broadway. 
  

  1960s 
  2000s 



  
GREAT GRANVILLE PICNIC 

Hosted by the Granville Community Foundation  
August 15, 2026 

4pm-8:30pm 

 

                            
                               

 

4pm Open to the public – Free picnic on the lawn. Bring your  
lawn chairs & blankets. Enjoy a picnic, entertainment & music.  
You may reserve a table, see below. 

 

4pm–Arrive at your Pre-Reserved Table & Decorate your  
table. You can reserve a table with seating for 8 for $25  
Table sections will have a theme. We invite you to decorate your  
reserved table to match the historical theme assigned to the table.  
Guest Judges will select the best decorated tables for prizes. Access  
to reserved tables for decorating starts at 4pm. Judging starts at  
4:30pm. Winners will be announced at 5:30pm at the main stage.   
       To reserve a table go to the link 

 www.granvillerec.org or use the QR code. 
-In the Programs Activities Registration Box –  
you will see Great Granville Picnic  
in the dropdown box  
-Follow the Steps for Reserving a table for $25  

       There are a limited number of tables available.  
 

4pm-5:30pm Live Music  
  

4pm Veterans Gathering Tents – Honoring our veterans 

 

4pm Revolutionary Soldiers Display by the Sons of the American Revolution 

 

4pm Old Time Lawn Games – Croquet & Jump Roping and More Hosted by the 
Robbins Hunter Museum.  

 

4:30pm Bake-Off Contest To enter the Baking Contest, bring your Apple Pie, 
Patriotic Decorated Cake, or Patriotic Cookies to the Bake-off tables at 4pm. Two 
Divisions: Kids Division & Adult Division. Judging begins at 4:30pm, Winners will be 
announced at 5:30pm. 

 

4:30pm Kids Art Area Hosted by Bryn Du Mansion.  

 
 

5:30pm Program at the Stage –  

 Posting of Colors, Star Spangled Banner, Pledge of Allegiance.  

 Fife & Drum Bugle Corps (Sponsored by McPeek Hoekstra Hoskinson Funeral 
Home in Granville) 

 Winners Announced for the Baking Contest and Table Decorating Contest 
 

6pm – 8:30 Main Concert Hosted by Granville Recreation District  
 
 

Registration system and the main concert are provided by the 
Granville Recreation District. The GRD proudly offers parks, 
facilities, programs, and services to meet the needs of a diverse and 
dynamic population. The GRD serves a community of over 14,000 
in partnership with the Village of Granville, Granville Township, 
and the Granville Exempted School District. The mission of the 
Granville Recreation District is to develop, manage, and coordinate 
recreational, educational, social, cultural, and athletic activities 
and facilities for citizens of all ages within the Granville Recreation 
District in an efficient, effective, and sustainable manner. 

19 



  

 Revolutionary Soldiers Monthly Spotlights are provided by the SAR 

 
HIRAM ROSE, Born Nov. 
11, 1766 D. Dec 20, 1855. 
Hiram Rose replaced his 
brother Timothy as a 
Private in the 4th 
Massachusetts Regt. for 4 
months while Timothy was 
recovering from sickness. 
Hiram married Sabra 
Cooley. Children: Hiram 
Prosper Jr., Electa, Sabra, 
Alcy, Celma, & Milo Claude.  
Hiram was part of the 
original Licking Land 
Company which went to 
Granville, Ohio from 
Granville MA in Sept. 1805 
making him one of the first 
families of Licking County.   

LEMUEL ROSE, Pvt 4th 
Mass Regt. Born in May 1764 
in Granville. MA. Enlisted March 
14, 1781. Served 2 yrs 9 mos. as 
Pvt in Col Shephard's 15th Mass. 
Regiment. A Receipt dated 
Granville, March 22, 1781, for 
bounty paid said Rose by Nathan 
Barlo and others, on behalf of the 
town of Granville, to serve in the 
Continental Army for a term of 3 
years; receipt signed by Justus 
Rose on behalf of said Lemuel 
Rose; age, 16 years; occupation, 
Farmer; engaged 03/14/1781; 
term, 3 years; also Private in 
Captain Ehiathan Haskell’s 
Company, Colonel William 
Sheppard’s 4th Massachusetts 

Regt. of the Line; muster roll 
for May, 1781, dated West 
Point; muster rolls for June-
September, 1781; reported 
sick in hospital in June & July, 
1781; muster rolls for Oct. 
1781-Feb., 1782, dated York 
Huts; reported sick at 
Philadelphia in January, 1782. 
He Married Achsah Hale 
(1764-1850) on Oct 28, 1784; 
Children: Miriam b. 1785, 
Helon b. 1788, Susanna b. 
1791, Lemuel Jr. b. 1793, 
Silence b. 1795, Matilda b. 
1798 & Christopher. He Died 
on September 13, 1835 in 
Granville, OH and Buried  
at Old Colony. 20 

Granville Times July 8, 1926 

Granville Times May 1, 1913 Granville Times June 5, 1913 

Granville Times July 8, 1915 
Granville Times June 28, 1934 

Newark Advocate July3, 1948 

Newark Advocate June 26, 1953 

Granville Time July 4, 1918 

Granville Times June 21, 1928 



  

1905 The Opera House  
Decorated for the Centennial.  
The Opera House was the 
Headquarters for the Centennial.  
(Photos by Granville Historical Society)  
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WILLIAM GAVIT, 
Born April 2, 1766, 
Westerly, R. I. In spring 
of 1788 he became a 
resident of Granville, 
Mass. Emigrated to 
Granville, OH, in 1805. 
Enlisted 1781 at New 
London, Conn.   

Served on Brigantine "Favorite", Sloop 
"Randolph," Schooner "De Crops" and 
Brigantine "Martin."  Captured by the 
British twice on the "Jersey." First time sent 
to Blackburn Island in New York Harbor 
escaped then second time sent to the prison 
ship “Jersey” escaped there and served out 
the rest of the war. He Married Sarah 
Babcock (1765-1839) Children: Asa, 
Amilia, George, Ezekiel, Elnathan and 
Gardner. He Died Jan 6, 1854, Ashley, 
Delaware Co, OH and Buried at Old Colony 
Cemetery, Granville. He was one of the last 
Revolutionary War Soldiers to sit and have 
his daguerreotype photo taken. 

Revolutionary Soldiers Monthly Spotlights are provided by the SAR 

 1955 Granville’s 150th Celebration   
 The Opera House Decorated 



   

Granville  
Celebrates Sports 

The Lead Community Partner Host for this month is the 
Granville Schools. Granville Exempted Village School 
District is proud to be one of Ohio’s top public school 
districts, serving around 2,600 students. Our mission, 
Learning for Life, aims to provide a high-quality, 
personalized education, guided by our core values and the Portrait of a Graduate – a composite 
of the mindsets, skills, and dispositions we want students to develop during their tenure within 
our district. We achieve this through innovative curricular, instructional, and assessment 
practices that focus on individualized learning and the development of Agency. We also offer 
various extracurricular activities, with a successful history in athletics and the arts. Our success 
is further driven by exceptional family and community support, creating partnerships that help 
students and staff reach higher goals and deepen their commitment to lifelong learning. For 
more information, visit www.granvilleschools.org. 
 

Granville High School Football Team 2025 (Photo provided by GHS) 
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Signature Programs 
Granville Celebrates Sports  

 
*Date: September 25, 2026  Time: 7pm  Granville celebrates America 250 in 
recognition of our Military and Youth Sports. Location: Granville High School 
Football Field, Hodges Stadium, 248 New Burg St. Granville  
 

This month the Lead Community Partner Host is Granville Schools. The Challenge 
Question & Answer flyer for this month will be posted upon completion of this program 

on the Community Board by Village Hall & Butterfly Park on Broadway.  
 

Date: Sept. 5th  Time: In the afternoon - please check the calendar for final details. 
www.granvilleoh.com/all_events/  Denison Celebrates College Athletics 
Location: Denison University Football - Deeds Field-Piper Stadium, 100 Livingston Dr.  

Date: Sept. 12th  Time:11am-2pm Special Event – Honoring First Responders,  
Fire Fighters & Police  Location: TBA, please check the calendar for final details. 
America250-ohio.org/events-calendar  Search “Granville” 



  

Sports 

 Nov. 9, 1907 is recognized as the birthdate of the Ohio High Schools 
Athletic Association. On Dec. 26, 1907, the OHSAA set the date for 
its 1st Championship event, a state track and field meet to be held on 
May 23, 1908, at Beaver Field at Denison University in Granville. 

 The Cincinnati Red Stockings Baseball Club was founded in 1866 
and three years later became the first fully professional baseball 
team in the U.S. by paying all of its players(the team disbanded in 
1870). A newly-formed Cincinnati Red Stockings team became a 
charter member of the National League when it formed in 1876.  

 The first scheduled intercollegiate women’s sports event was a 
tennis match in 1894 between Vassar College and Bryn Mawr. 

Granville High School  
Blue & White Yearbook 1925 
 
Granville High School  
Football Team 1925 Yearbook 

Granville High School Sports 

 2025 Baseball 20-8 District runner up. 2nd in the LCL  

 2025 Softball finished as Central District Runner-up.  

 2025 Boys Lacrosse won their 1st round playoff game.  

 2025 Boys Tennis won the Licking County tournament 
3rd year in a row. 

 2024-2025 Girls Cross Country-Championship. At the 
Regional Championship, the team earned a 13/20 
among the best Division 1 Central Ohio teams. 

 Girls Soccer-2024 LCL Champions, Central Dist. 
champions 

 Boys Soccer – 2024 won the Licking County League title. 
It was the program's 18th league title and eighth 
straight.  

 Girls Golf - 2024 finished the season in first place in the 
LCL Girls Golf League. 

 Boys Golf won the 2024 LCL championship. 

23 GHS Boys & Girls Golf Teams 



  

Interesting Fact:  

 Did you know that Polo has been a long-standing tradition in this area since the 1920s, 
or earlier. Polo was played near Buckeye Lake at that time, as evidenced on maps and 
silver edition mementos. Polo also has a long standing tradition on the Great Lawn of 
Bryn Du Mansion since the 1980s. Play Polo Club joined this tradition in 2014-Every 
Sunday at 4PM. Open to the public, the residents of the village of Granville and beyond 
watch this spectacular sport, known as the world‘s oldest team sport. Played on the 
largest playing surface in the world. Sports spectators are invited to bring their picnics, 
chairs, and blankets to enjoy a leisurely afternoon with family and friends watching 
athletic horses and players on the green lawn of Bryn Du Mansion. 
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Celebrating Sports –  Polo on Bryn 
Du Mansion Lawn 
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2026 
Time: 4pm Location: 537 Jones Rd. 
Granville – Bring your lawn chairs and picnic 
to enjoy an afternoon of Polo. Presented by 
Play Polo Club & The Granville Investment 
Group. Be sure to check the website or social 
media before coming, in case of cancellation 
due to weather or wet fields.  

                                                                                   Granville High School 
                                                                                                    2025 
                                                                                               Photos by 
                                                                                               Granville  
                                                                                            High School 

GHS Boys Cross Country 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GHS Girls Field Hockey 

GHS Girls Tennis 
 

GHS Cheerleading 
 

GHS Girls Cross Country 
 

GHS Boys Soccer 
 

GHS Girls Soccer 
 



   

 

Denison University Sports: 2024-25  

 2025 Finished 20th in Learfield  Directors Cup Trophy - All Division III 
programs. 

 2024-25 Won the Dennis Collins North Coast Athletic Conference All-Sports 
Trophy for record 21st time 

 2025 Men's Tennis National Champions 

 2025 Men's Swimming and Diving National Champions 

 2025 Women's Swimming and Diving - 4th Nationally 

 2025 Women's Lacrosse - 5th Nationally 

 2025 Baseball - 5th nationally 

 2025 Women's Golf - 16th Nationally 

 2025 Men's Lacrosse - 17th Nationally 

 2024 Men's Soccer - 5th Nationally 

 2024-25 Men's Basketball - 33rd Nationally 

 2025 Men's Outdoor Track and Field - 42nd Nationally 

 2024-25 Women's Fencing  No. 1 national ranking in the USFCA coaches poll 
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Revolutionary Soldiers Monthly Spotlights are provided by the SAR 

 
JOSEPH LINNELL, Pvt RI and Mass 
Regt., Born Dec. 3, 1754 in Orleans, MA to 
parents to Elkanah and Mary Sparrow Linnel. 
He Enlisted Apr 2, 1778 at Cambridge, MA. 
Private in Captains Crocker and Fowler’s 
Company, Major Winslow’s MA Brigade 
Continental Line. He Married Jeuriah Knowles 
(1753-1824) in 1779; children: Joseph, Mary, 
Joshua, Knowles, Bethiah & Elkanah. He died 
Jan. 21, 1834 and is buried at Old Colony. 

STEPHEN MEAD, Pvt Vermont 
Militia, Born Feb. 14, 1759 to Colonel 
James Mead(1730-1804) and Mercy 
Holmes (1731-1823). He served Enlisting 
at Rutland, VT in June 1778 as Private in 
his father's Regiment under Capt. John 
Smith with the "Minute Men." He Married 
Dorothy Sachet on Feb 3, 1783. He Died 
on Feb 8, 1844, Granville Twp., Licking 
County, OH and buried at Old Colony. 

Denison University Football Team 1926 Denison Adytum 

 

Denison Women’s Hockey 1926 Denison Adytum 



   

Granville Grows:  
Food & Farms & Harvest 

www.granvilleoh.com 

The Lead Community Partner Host for this month is the Granville 
Area Chamber of Commerce.  The Granville Area Chamber of 
Commerce is an organization of 300+ business leaders and 
member-investor organizations whose purpose is to maximize the 
value and relevance of business by stimulating commerce, 
advocating for our businesses, and supporting responsible 
business development that preserves our heritage and sustains the 
quality of life in our community. 

Present Day Granville Agriculture & Farming 

 Agriculture remains a vital part of the Granville  
economy. 

 Granville’s Farmers Market was established and  
sponsored by the Granville Area Chamber of Commerce.  
The market with over 50 vendors is celebrating its 32nd  
year of providing delicious foods and an opportunity to shop with friends and neighbors. 

  Granville through the Open Space Program has protected over 2100 acres of land in 
Granville and Granville Township. 

 Corn and Soybean are still strong in Granville along with some cattle farmers. Granville has a 
diverse Agriculture industry that includes livestock, soybeans, corn, wheat, vegetables, fruit, 
berries, nurseries and greenhouses. 

 Granville Milling Company started in Granville on May 4, 1953 and is still going strong. 
Granville has specialty farms like honeybees, Christmas Trees, and maple syrup.   26 

Signature Program 
Autumn Colors Abound - It’s Time for a Harvest! 

 
*Date: October  3, 2026  Time: 8:30am to 12pm Fall Harvest Celebration at the 
Granville’s Farmers Market   Location: Raccoon Valley Park located at 1225 River 
Rd, Granville 

This month the Lead Community Partner Host is the  
Granville Area Chamber of Commerce.  (www.granvilleoh.com) 

The Challenge Question & Answer flyer for this month will be posted upon completion 
of this program at the Granville Area Chamber of Commerce Office. 

 



  

Agriculture and Farming Fun Facts - 

 The 1805 settlers reached Granville in ox-drawn wagons and used 
oxen as the primary draft and farming animals. Oxen were chosen for 
their strength and steadiness in heavy pulling, lower cost and feed 
needs, and better performance on rough, muddy, or hilly terrain.  

 Early Granville farmers raised abundant wheat, corn, and rye that 
could not easily be exported. To prevent waste and add value, a 
thriving distilling industry emerged. By the late 1820s, Granville 
Township produced around 18,000 gallons of whiskey each year, of 
which less than half left the community. Much of the remainder was 
consumed locally or used in barter, where whiskey often served as a 
convenient medium of exchange.  

 A local farm area now part of the Spring Valley Nature Preserve was 
once used in the mid-1800s for salt production. Transported via 
Conestoga wagons, its legacy now lives on through preserved forests 
and hiking trails.  

 Early industry in Granville sprang from its agricultural base: farms, powered woolen mills, 
iron furnaces, tanneries, and even gunsmithing from about 1820–1840, until transportation 
improvements bypassed the town and shifted its focus to education.   

 In Licking County, more than 26 farms are still operated by the same families for over 100 
years and hold the state’s Historic Family Farms designation, including the Dry Creek Valley 
Farm in Granville Township. 

           (Agriculture and Farming Facts provided by the Granville Historical Society)  

 DAVID MESSENGER, Pvt Mass and Conn 
Regt. Born Sept. 16, 1760 in Granby, Conn. On 
June 3, 1775, at age 15, he enlisted in 9th Regt. 
CT.  He was a Private in Capt. Henry's Company, 
Colonel David MA Brewer's Regt, 1775, under 
Capt. Hays’ Comp., Col. Jonathan Pettibone’s 18th 
Conn Regt., Militia. He was at the siege of Boston, 
Mass. Married Hannah Higley, daughter of Dudley 
Higley and Eunice Stratton of Simsbury, CT; 
children: Grove, Cynthia, Hannah, David, Jr. , 
Samuel, Campbell, Harriet & Forest. David was the 
4th of six children, all boys, born to Nathaniel 
Messenger and Elanor Griffin. His siblings were: 
Nathaniel, Jr., Israel, Lemuel, Daniel and Amos. 
David died Apr 1, 1811 Granville. OH and is 
buried at Old Colony. 

JESSE MUNSON, 2nd Lt Capt. Ball's 
Co Mass Minutemen. Born Dec. 1, 1740 
in Granville, MA. to father Ephraim 
(1724-1770) Munson. Served as 2nd Lt 
in Capt. Lebbeus Ball's Company of 
Minute Men which marched April 20, 
1775 in response to the Alarm of April 
19, 1775, and in the 15th Mass Regt. 
Also Private in Captain William Cooley’s 
Company and Colonel John Mosely’s 
Regt. Married Miriam Rowley (1746-
1830); children: Lydia, Lovicy, Miriam, 
Comfort, Adah, Jesse, Jeremiah, 
Augustine & Clarissa. He Died April 27, 
1813, Granville, OH and Buried at Old 
Colony. 

Revolutionary Soldiers Monthly Spotlights  are provided by the SAR 
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Granville Serves: 
Remembering Veterans, 

First Responders &  
Front-Line Heroes 

The Lead Community Partner Host for this month is the Daughters 
of the American Revolution, Granville Chapter. On a cold, snowy 
January night in 1909, the Granville Chapter Daughters of the 
American Revolution was organized in a home on East Elm Street by 
18 charter members. At that time, looking back over many years of 
the life of the community, three things stood out clearly as the chief 
characteristics of Granville: the quality of her citizenship, her marked 
religious atmosphere, and her opportunities and influences in 
education. So, Granville Chapter Daughters of the American 
Revolution took with pride its name Granville from the village in 
which it is located. Over the years, one of the main projects of our 
chapter has been caring for the Old Colony Burying Ground where 
there are buried the pioneers of the settlement of Granville and a 
number of Revolutionary Soldiers. The gates to the cemetery were 
given by the Granville Chapter DAR and dedicated with impressive 
ceremonies on Memorial Day, May 30, 1912, and were restored by 
our Chapter and dedicated on Sept. 24, 2023. With over 50 members 
currently, we are "Today's DAR" and the objectives of our Chapter 
remain: Historic Preservation, Education, and Promoting Patriotism. 

  

Signature Programs 
Thank you for your Service! 

  

*Program #1 Monument Dedication Ceremony In Honor of America's 250 & 
In Memory of Our Veterans Buried at Old Colony Burying Ground 
Date: November 7, 2026 Time: 1pm Location: Old Colony Burial Grounds, S. Main St.  

This month the Lead Community Partner Host is the  
Daughters of the American Revolution - Granville Chapter  

*Program #2 Civil War Exhibit – Guided Exhibit Honoring the Journey of 
Granville Residents in the Civil War 
Dates: November 7, 14, 21 Time: 1-3pm Location: Granville Historical Society, 115 E 
Broadway. Hosted by the Granville Historical Society  www.granvillehistory.org  
The Challenge Question & Answer flyer for this month will be posted upon completion of 
these programs at the Granville Historical Society. 

 

*Program #4  Saluting Our Veterans: A First Look at our Military Trees  
Date: November 11, 2026  Time: 1-4 pm Location: Robbins Hunter Museum, 221 E 
Broadway. Hosted by the Robbins Hunter Museum.  www.robbinshunter.org  
The Challenge Question & Answer flyer for this month will be posted upon completion of 
this program at the Robbins Hunter Museum. 
 

Program #3 A Symphony Tribute Honoring Navy Pilot, Captain F. Trevor 
“Trig” Gamble, Denison Professor & All Those Who Serve  
Date: November 10, 2026  Time: 7pm  Location: Denison University, Swazey Chapel.  

granvilledar.wixsite.com/granville-dar 



  

U.S. & Granville:  
 After the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, the Library 

of Congress needed to find places outside of Washington, D.C. to 
house irreplaceable objects. Four colleges were chosen to house 
items. Three institutions in Virginia were chosen in addition to the 
one site west of the Appalachians, Denison University. Items such as 
the first telegraph message ever sent, L’Enfant’s manuscript of the 
design for Washington, D.C., and multiple documents directly 
related to Thomas Jefferson (such as his first Inaugural Address and 
directions for his epitaph). The Life Science Building, along with 
Swasey Chapel and William Howard Doane Library, served as the 
storage locations for these documents. The relocated items were 
watched night and day by armed guards until they were eventually 
returned to the Capitol in August of 1944.(DU Archives) 

 Old Colony was established in 1805 at the time Granville was 
founded, as part of the original plat of the Village. The first burial 
was in 1806, the infant child of settlers Ethan and Lucy Bancroft. 

(Granville Historical Society) 

1888 Granville Civil War Veterans 
(Photo by Granville Historical Society) 

Denison ROTC 1926 Denison Adytum  

 Revolutionary Soldiers Monthly Spotlights are provided by the SAR 

 TIMOTHY SPELMAN, Pvt/Fifer Mass Regt,  
Born January 15, 1756. He Enlisted on May 4, 
1777 with Massachusetts in the Revolutionary 
War. Served as a Private (Fifer) Captain Lebbeas 
Ball’s Company , Colonel Timothy Danielson’s 
Massachusetts Regiment.  He married Hannah 
Hayes (1761-1807) in 1779; children: Thomas, 
Timoth & Hannah. He Died on October 18, 1818 
and is buried at Old Colony.  

LEWIS STURGES, Pvt/Cpl 
Conn Regt. Born in 1757, he 
served as a Private, in the 3rd 
Connecticut Regiment on the 
Continental Line.   Children: 
Isaac Lewis b. 1781. Lewis died at 
81 years of age on Jan. 6, 1838 
and is buried at Old Colony. 29 

2021 Daughters of the American  
Revolution (Photo by the DAR) 

2018 Sons of the American Revolution & 
Veterans (Photo by Jack Fleming Photography) 



   

COLLECTION OF NOTES CARDS & LETTERS 
 

 On page 38 of this PassBooklet there is space for you to write a note 
 for the 2076 Granville residents.  

 
The Historical Keepsake Box will be opened by the  

2076 Residents of Granville.   
 

Help share your memories of the past and present by taking the time to write a 
note then drop off your note at the December 12th That’s A Wrap Program. 

You may also drop off your personalized notecard at the same locations listed 
on the inside cover of this booklet where you present your completed 

Historical PassBooklet & Challenge Question and Answer sheets.  
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Granville 2076  
Looking to the Future 

Signature Programs  
That’s A Wrap Reception - Looking ahead to Granville 2076  

 Collection of Letters for the future Granvillians of 2076. 

 Opportunity to Present your Answers to the PassBooklet Challenge to receive 
your AM250-Ohio Commemorative Keepsake.  

 Mingle and hear highlights from the last 12 month’s programs.  

 Learn about the Community Partners who helped to bring this yearlong 
journey to Granville.  

  
*Program #1 That’s a Wrap Celebration Reception - Date: December 12th  
Time: 3–6pm   Location: Granville Elementary School, 310 N Granger St, Granville 
 
Program #2  Wreath Ceremony Honoring Our Veterans Date: December 12th 
Time: 12noon – 2pm. American Legion, Granville Post 398, Wreath Ceremony 
Location: Maple Grove Cemetery (This is an outdoor event) 
 
Community Activity:  The Granville Candlelight Christmas Walk is held the 
First Saturday in December from 1pm-9pm. Some morning events take place. Visit the 
Granville Area Chamber of Commerce Website visitgranvilleohio.com for a full list of 
scheduled events. The event is hosted by the Granville Area Chamber of Commerce. 
(This is an outdoor event) 
 



  

Granville Revolutionary Soldiers and the Granville Post 
Office: (Source: Granville Historical Times 2017) 

 Timothy Rose, Revolutionary War veteran and one of the 
founders of Granville, who was the first postmaster, kept the 
first office in a cabin that stood just in the rear of the woodhouse 
on the Judge Bancroft lot. In the summer of 1806 he built a 
frame extension and opened a tavern, which doubled as a post 
office.   

 Another Revolutionary War veteran, William Gavit, followed 
Rose as postmaster and kept the office in a small log cabin 
fronted directly opposite the west side of the Baptist Church 
(now Opera House Park).  

 The Granville Post office has had many locations over the years. 
Construction started in Autumn, 1936 and was finished in early 
Summer, 1937. The current office was opened for business on 
Monday, June 28, 1937.  

 Earliest Postmasters:  
NAME  /                            APPOINTED  
Timothy Rose                    1806-1808  
William Gavit                 April 1, 1809  
Daniel Baker                  October 22, 1812 

 
SAMUEL THRALL JR. 
Pvt Mass Regt, Born 
Granville Mass., Aug 31, 
1760 Died May 8 1815. 
Private in  Colonels 
Leonard, Moseley and 
Murray Massachusetts 
Regiments. Married 
Triphosa Cooley, Daughter 
of Captain William Cooley 
soldier of Revolutionary 
War. Children: James, 
Samuel, Cotton, Alexander, 
William, Timothy, Abbie. 
Buried at Old Colony, 
Granville.   

ISRAEL WELLS, Pvt 
Col Wyllys' Conn Regt.  
Born in 1758 in Lebanon, 
Conn. He served as a 
Private in Captain Abel 
Pettibone’s Company, 
Colonel  Samuel Wylly’s 
Connecticut Regiment in 
the Revolutionary War. 
He married Chloe Wilcox; 
children: Truman b. 
1796, Chester & Israel b. 
1820. He Died at 73 years 
of age in 1831 and is 
buried at Old Colony. 

ELIPHAZ WRIGHT, Born in 
1750, Northampton MA. Enlisted 
April 19, 1775 in Capt. Jonathan 
Allen's Company, Gen Pomeroy's 
MA Regt. Served as Sgt in 3rd 
Regiment of Capt. Daniel's 
Company, Gen Danielson's 
Brigade. Served under Gen Stark, 
Northern Dept and Canadian 
Expedition of 1776. Married 
Anna Mosely (1751-1785). 
Children: Anne, Bohan & 
Spencer. He Died on Dec 10, 
1813, Granville, OH and Buried 
at Maple Grove Cemetery. 

Revolutionary Soldiers Monthly Spotlights are provided by the SAR 
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1926 Santa arrives downtown Granville 

2025 Christmas Candlelight Walk  
Gingerbread House Contest

                          Photo by the Granville Area  
                          Chamber of Commerce 

  2020 December  



  

June 25, 1886 Granville Times 
Granville School’s Report 
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July 2, 1880 Granville Times  

July 3, 1941 Granville Times  
July 1, 1897 Granville Times  



  

Part I 1-b, 2-c, 3-Antifederalist, 4-c, 5-false. 
Part II 1-c, 2-a, 3-b, 4-e, 5-d. Part III 1-e, 2-c, 
3-a, 4-b, 5-d. SYMBOL quiz 1-I, 2-H, 3-J, 4-E, 
5-D, 6-B, 7-C, 8-G, 9-F, 10-A. Challenge John 
Adams 
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July 3, 1972 Newark Advocate Newspaper Archives 

July 3, 1948 Newark Advocate  

Oti 



  

Headline Newark Advocate July 3, 1901 

July 1, 1926 Granville Times 
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July 1, 1926 Granville Times 

June 26, 1953 Newark Advocate July 4, 1918 Granville Times 



  

CHALLENGE ANSWER PAGE 

 

Historical Adventure PassBooklet & Challenge Answer Sheet 
Instructions: Please include your contact information on this sheet, Each month 
when you attend the Signature Program between January 2026 – December 
2026, you will need to answer a challenge question. This is to be an interactive 
challenge which encourages residents to come in person and learn from these 
events and not to be completed online. The Scroll on each page will partially 
identify your challenge question. The Host for the Program will reveal the full 
question and the answers at the program. Details on where to turn in your 
Answer Page can be found on the inside cover of this booklet.  Limit One Prize 
Per Household.   

 

Fill in your Answers to the Challenge Questions Below:  
 

Name:__________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________  
 
Email: ____________________________Phone:_________________  
 
January: ______________________________________________________ 

February: _____________________________________________________ 

March: _______________________________________________________ 

April: ________________________________________________________ 

May: _________________________________________________________ 

June: ________________________________________________________ 

July: _________________________________________________________  

August: _______________________________________________________ 

September:  ___________________________________________________ 

October: ______________________________________________________ 

November: ____________________________________________________  

December: ____________________________________________________   
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  In addition to the known 23 Revolutionary Soldiers buried in Granville as spotlighted in the pages of this booklet, 
there are more soldiers where documentation shows Revolutionary Soldiers are buried in Granville, yet to date, the 
graves have been unable to be located. Most likely some of these very early graves are buried deep below the 
ground of the cemetery. As these soldier’s graves are found, we look forward to honoring them for their services.   

 NATHAN ALLYN, Born June 5, 1740 Groton, Conn. Served as a 
Seaman on board privateer "Marquis de LaFayette, under Capt. Elisha 
Hinman 27 Feb 1782–13 Aug1783". Married Sarah Freeman. He Died 
June 2, 1814 in Granville, Ohio. Buried at Old Colony Burying Ground 
(Marker unable to be found) 

WORTHY PRATT, Served in the 
Revolutionary War Verified by war record. 
Buried at Maple Grove Cemetery, 
Granville. (Gravesite Unknown) 

Images: The Declaration of Independence. The 
Constitution of the United States & The scene at the 
signing of the Constitution oil painting by Howard 

Chandler Christy, 1940. 36 

The Sons of the American Revolution was 
founded in 1889 and is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
service organization dedicated to promoting 
patriotism, preserving American history, and 
promoting education to our future generations. 
Members are made up of the male lineal 
descendants of patriots who fought for and 
supported the American War of Independence 
from Great Britain. Members are active in 
assisting veterans and recognizing outstanding 
citizens for community service, law 
enforcement, and first responders. Many  

members are active in the color guard for parades and events, active in research of patriot biographies and 
restoration of patriot gravestones and performing Patriot Grave Marking Ceremonies. With the approach of 
America’s 250th Anniversary, the SAR is quite active in promoting the events for this commemoration. 
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WRITE A LETTER TO FUTURE GRANVILLIANS  

What would you say to the future residents of Granville?  

Fifty, 100, or 250 years from now there will be a new generation of 
Granvillians seeking to know the history of Granville and curious about 
what life was like in Granville Through the Years.  

Think back to 1976, 1926, 1876, 1826, and to the 1805 Founding 
Families of Granville.  What would you ask them? Imagine that for a 
moment.  

On the back of this page there is a blank notecard.  We are asking if you 
will write a letter or note for the 2076 Granville residents. 

Please, take the time TO FILL OUT THE NOTE CARD on the back of 
this page and drop it off at the December 12, 2026 That’s a Wrap 
Celebration Reception at the Granville Elementary School.  You may 
also drop off your personalized notecard at the same locations listed on 
the inside cover of this booklet where you present your completed 
Historical PassBooklet & Challenge Question and Answer sheets. 



  

Tear off page of letters to the future residents of Granville.  

(Month/Day)_____________,  __ 2025,  

Dear 2076 Granville Residents, 
________________________________________________________    

________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________    

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________    

________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________    

________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________    

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

Sincerely(name)__________________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________  
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Community Partners & Program Sponsors 

 

39 Granville Post 398 



   Thank you to the Early Bird Great Granville Picnic Sponsors! 

Granville Post 398 

Billie & Neal Zimmers 

Small Batch Lodging       Belt Insurance Agency 
   Melanie & Nick Schott                               Todd & Katie Belt 
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John  D. Lowenberg, Sr.  

Independence Sponsors 

Liberty Sponsors 

Freedom Sponsors 

Xcel Communications Group Denison 1964 
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Image: 1851 Ohio 2nd Constitution & 
First Official State Map From The Ohio 
Statehouse Museum Collection  

About the Village of Granville: Granville, Ohio, is a 
charming village steeped in history and community spirit. 

Nestled in Licking County, it boasts picturesque landscapes and 
a vibrant downtown area filled with unique shops, cafes, and 

local eateries that reflect its small-town charm. The community 
is anchored by Denison University, which not only enriches the 

local culture but also fosters a lively atmosphere through 
various events and activities throughout the year. Granville's 

residents take pride in their town, evident in their commitment 
to preserving its historical architecture and natural beauty. 

With its friendly atmosphere, strong sense of belonging, and 
active civic engagement, Granville offers a welcoming 

environment for families, students, and newcomers alike, 
making it a delightful place to live, work, and visit. 



 

 

Village of Granville 

America 250-Ohio Community of Granville  
is a Collaboration of Community Partners  

working together to showcase Granville in 2026. 
  

To plan, encourage, develop, and coordinate the commemoration of the  
250th anniversary of the founding of the United States and the impact of  

Ohioans and Granville on the nation’s past, present, and future. 
 

https://america250-ohio.org/about/#about 

Printed at Leader Printing - Founded in 1880 


