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 4th Grade Syllabus 

 
Siobhan Dotson - sdotson@ems-isd.net 
Traci Delgado - tdelgado@ems-isd.net 
Michelle Minchew - mminchew@ems-isd.net  
Hanna Hightower – hhightower@ems-isd.net   
Josie Rooney – jrooney@ems-isd.net 
 
One of the keys to a successful school year is an open line of communication. We primarily utilize email and Parent 
Square for parent communication, so please make sure your contact information is updated in Skyward. Please do not 
hesitate to contact us for any reason.   We appreciate your support and encouragement for a positive year! 
 
Fourth Grade Teacher Conference Period: 1:55-2:45pm 
 

Grade Level Resources:  
-Amplify (ELAR) and Bluebonnet (Math) 
- ST Math, Zearn and Boost (Amplify) is available to students through the district’s Single Sign-on Portal (SSO). 

 
Cell Phones: All cell phones MUST be powered off and stored in your child’s locker. 
 
Grade Level Goals: 
Students who complete this course successfully will be able to:  
Math – Students will be able to solve multi-step problems and perform operations with addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, division, decimals, and fractions fluently.  
Reading – Students will be able to fluently read, comprehend text, and use vocabulary on a fourth-grade level. 
Science – Students will be able to identify processes and cycles in physical, earth, and life science. 
Language – Students will be able to improve their grammar, editing, and writing. 
Social Studies – Students will be able to understand Texas History and how it formed Texas today. 
 
Student Evaluation:  
The grading system for grade level (2 – 5) is as follows:  

• 40% daily assignments (formative) and 60% summative assessments  

• Homework does not need to be graded; however, it should be reviewed for understanding. At teacher 
discretion, homework may count for a maximum of 10% of the 40% daily assignment weighting.  

• A minimum of one daily grade per week should be recorded per core content area. At teacher discretion, there 
may be a greater number of daily grades; however, as appropriate, there may be weeks in which a daily grade 
may not be taken in every subject area. 

•  A minimum of one summative assessment grade per three weeks per content area must be recorded.  

• Grades recorded should be reflective of a student's mastery of the TEKS taught during that grading period. 

• Official grades will be in Skyward only and can be accessed by and parents through Family Access. 

• All progress reports and report cards throughout the year will be accessible through Family Access.  
 
 
 
 

https://launchpad.classlink.com/ems
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Assignments, exams, expectations outside of the classroom:  
 
All Subjects: Students need to actively participate in class discussions and ask questions during class when they need 
help. 
Math – Practice fact fluency with addition, subtraction, multiplication and division facts. 
Reading – Read 20-30 minutes nightly.  
Science – Students will need to take good care of their science journal/notes and use their science journal to help them 
on assignments. 
 
Attendance/Tardy Policy/Make-Up Work: 

Attendance:  Attendance will be taken at 10:00 A.M. each day.  Please contact the office if your child is going to be 

absent. Please submit a parent or doctor’s note when your student returns to school. 

Tardies:  School begins at 7:30 A.M.  Students need to be in the building and ready to work at that time.  

Make-Up Work:  

If a student has been absent, it is their responsibility to see the teacher(s) to make arrangements for make-up work on 

the day they return. They have one day for each day they are absent plus one extra day to complete and turn in the 

make-up work (ex: absent 2 days = 3 days for make-up work). Work assigned before the absence is due when the 

student returns.  Make-up tests and quizzes will be given at teacher discretion (depending on the length of time the 

child has been absent). 

 

Academic Integrity:  
Academic integrity values the work of individuals regardless if it is another student’s work, a researcher, or author.  The 
pursuit of learning requires each student to be responsible for his or her academic work.  Academic dishonesty is not 
tolerated in our schools.  Academic dishonesty includes cheating, copying the work of another student, plagiarism, and 
unauthorized communication between students during an examination.  The determination that a student has engaged 
in academic dishonesty shall be based on the judgment of the classroom teacher or other supervising professional 
employee and considers written materials, observation, or information from students.  Students found to have engaged 
in academic dishonesty shall be subject to disciplinary and/or academic penalties.  The teacher and campus 
administrator shall jointly determine such action.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


