
THE VOICE 
St. John the Baptist Catholic School 

Dear St,John’s Families, 
      +Together in Christ, 
       Mrs. Viles and Fr. Damien 

CALENDAR 
 

Monday 12/15 
Spirit Monday 

 

Tree Lighting — after the 

5:30 PM Mass 

 

Tuesday 12/16 
SNOW DAY! 

 

Thursday 12/18 
Christmas Sweater or 

Sweatshirt and Jeans  

$2 Fundraiser  

 

Fall Awards Ceremony 

1:10 PM in the Hall 

Grades 5 – 8  

 

Friday 12/19 
Late Start 
 

Early Dismissal 
 

NO AFTERCARE 

 

12/20—1/4 
Christmas Break 

School Resumes 1/5 

 

12/13/25 

 

 

Dear St. John’s Families, 
On this Third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday, we are invited to rejoice as 
our time of waiting gives way to joyful hope. The rose candle reminds us that 
Christ is near, and that even in the midst of anticipation, God’s promise is al-
ready at work among us. This Sunday’s readings call us to open our hearts, 
trust in the Lord’s saving presence, and prepare to welcome the light of Christ 
into our lives and our world. 
 
IMPORTANT CONSTRUCTION UPDATE - SCHOOL SCHEDULE IMPACT 

Our construction company is currently working with SCE to get our new  
transformer installed.  The scheduling of this installation is out of our hands. 
There are three possible scenarios for the school schedule next week. We will 
let everyone know ASAP. The possible options will be: 
A.  The schedule remains the same as the current school calendar 

B.  School dismisses early for Christmas vacation on Thursday, December 18 
beginning at 11:50 AM 

C.  School dismisses early for Christmas vacation on Wednesday, December 
17 beginning at 2:20 PM 

We thank you, as always, for your patience, kindness and understanding! 

 
ANNUAL TREE LIGHTING 

Our annual tree lighting will take place this coming Monday immediately  
following 5:30 PM Mass.  It will take place in the courtyard between the 
school and the church.  Please join us as we bless our tree, remember in a  
special way family members and friends who have passed away, share  
beautiful Advent music performed by Clover Choir members, Our Norbertine 
Sisters, and some Norbertine Fraters from St. Michael’s Abbey. Refreshments 
will be provided as well.   

 
LET IT SNOW - LET IT SNOW - LET IT SNOW 

We are very excited to announce that Snow Day is nearly here (THANK YOU 
- Fr. Damien!). The snow will be arriving on Tuesday morning. Students will 
be able to play in the snow in the afternoon! On Tuesday students: 

 Should wear school uniform on top 

 May wear jeans, school long pants, or other long pants 

 May bring snow pants, snow gloves and hats 

 May also bring snow boots to put on (but cannot wear them to school) 

 Students in extended care should bring a change of clothes 

 Winter treats will be provided 

 Sorry! This event is only open to our students 
and the parents who have signed up to volunteer. 

 
Students in grades TK - 3rd will be dismissed at 2:10 

Students in 4th - 8th will be dismissed at 2:30 
 



 

 SJB School Mission Statement 

In the noble tradition of Catholic education, with 

Christ as teacher and guide, in pursuit of knowledge 

and Truth, St. John the Baptist Catholic School  

prepares the way for students to embrace the  

fullness of God’s love in this world and in Heaven. 

A Very Merry Time At SJB 
This past week we have had a very merry time celebrating with music and dance.  A HUGE thank you to 
Mrs. Itano for all of her work preparing our students for  our annual Christmas program.  Our students 
were filled with song and Christmas spirit as our classes entertained their families.  The programs would 
not be complete without the Nativity Story.  Thank you to Miss Jenelle and our drama students for telling 
the story for us.  Our TK students had a separate performance for their parents and families.  They ended 
their celebration by building gingerbread houses. 
          +Together in Christ,  
           Mrs. Viles and Fr. Damien 

A Message From Fr. Damien 

I am proud to announce that our Principal, Mrs. Viles, has been selected as the  

2025 Bishop Vann Award Honoree, an honor that will be presented at the  

Celebrating Catholic School Education Dinner this February! This award recognizes  

exceptional leadership, unwavering commitment to Catholic education, and  

a profound dedication to forming students in faith, character, and academic  

excellence. For 42 years, Mrs. Viles has embodied these values through her visionary 

guidance, compassionate service, and steadfast devotion to the St. John the Baptist 

community. We joyfully celebrate this well deserved recognition and give thanks for 

the extraordinary impact she continues to make in the life of our school.  

Congratulations!!! 

 



And Mary said: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in 
God my savior. For he has looked upon his handmaid’s lowliness; behold, from now 
on will all ages call me blessed.  The Mighty One has done great things for me, and 

holy is his name.  His mercy is from age to age  to those who fear him.  
Luke 1:46-50 





 

“Let not your heart be disturbed. Do not fear that sickness, nor any other sickness or anguish.  Am I not here, 
who is your Mother? Are you not under my protection? Am I not your health? Are you not happily within my 

fold? What else do you wish? Do not grieve nor be disturbed by anything.” -Our Lady of Guadalupe to Juan Diego 
 

Prayer Basket: 
We pray for the intentions of: Mrs. Susan Nishi, 8B teacher; and Sr. Gemma, 7th/8th grade religion teacher. 

 

We pray for God’s blessings on the families of: 
Sam Keller; Michael Kelly; Clare, George, and Henry Kewell; Jayden DeLuca and Jacob Khacherian; Danielle and 
Madelyn Kolbenschlag; Wyatt Komala; Gianna Kurdi; Carmel Kutzner, Genevieve Labreche; and Bella Lartigue. 

 

Special Intentions: 

 We pray in thanksgiving for the gift of our Blessed Mother. Thank you, Jesus, for giving us Your  
Mother.  May we  love and honor her, as You love and honor her. 
 We pray through the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe for our continual conversions and the  
conversion of all people, especially for those who have no one to pray for them. 
 We pray that in this blessed season of Advent, You help us to slow down & focus on preparing our hearts  
and the hearts of our families to welcome baby Jesus at Christmas. May we be truly present to You, Lord.  

 We pray for unity, peace, joy, and great hope in our families. 
 We pray for all of our SJB Alumni and all students preparing for finals and for those in the process of choosing 
colleges. Please guide them to do well and follow Your will for them. 
 We pray for all those in our SJB and family communities who are sick, including Nicholas Monterroso, Jose 
Herrera, Terry Melican, Cooper Mugel, Lupita Rubio, Maria Gonzalez, and Ascencion and Imelda Escalante. 
 We pray for Dallas and all of our SJB OCIA candidates and catechumens.  

 

The Memorare 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to thy protection,  
implored thy help, or sought thy intercession, was left unaided. Inspired by this confidence I fly unto thee,  

O Virgin of virgins, my Mother. To thee do I come, before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the 
Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear and answer me. Amen. 

 

Consecration to Mary 

My Queen and my Mother, I give myself entirely to you; and to show my devotion to you, I consecrate to you this 
day my eyes, my ears, my mouth, my heart, my whole being without reserve. Wherefore, good Mother, as I am 

your own, keep me, guard me, as your property and possession. Amen.  
 

*Special Advent Opportunity: Come and be blessed by Fr. Charbel’s last talk on Thursday, December 19th,   
following the 5:30 pm Mass at SJB Church.  The theme of Fr. Charbel's talk will be "Unveiling Mass".  

 

Thursday Morning Rosary with Fr. Damien 
Please join us every Thursday as Fr. Damien leads a decade of the rosary for our students, staff, and all our per-

sonal intentions. All are welcome! We meet immediately after morning announcements.  
 

Know someone who could use extra prayers?   
If you have a special intention, and you’d like our SJB community to join you in prayer, email Roxanne Cupp at 

roxannecupp@gmail.com and your request will be added to this prayer insert in the weekly bulletin.  



Dear SJB Community,  
Seven years ago, our family experienced 
the profound loss of my nephew, Tate, 
who was born with Mowat-Wilson syndrome. He 
spent three weeks in the NICU before passing  
away. To honor his memory, our family continues  
to support the hospitals that provided care and 

comfort during that difficult time. 

This year, we are collecting new baby & toddler 

books for the NICU at Kaiser OC. Books bring joy 
and comfort to both the little ones and their families 
during their stay. 

Please drop off your 
donations in 7A by 
Monday, December 
15th. Your generosity 

will help create a 
brighter environment 
for the babies and  
families in the NICU. 
 

-Michelle Majdali 
7A & Jr. High History








