.m0 1 HE VOICE

St. John the Baptist Catholic School

Dear St. John’s Families,

On this Third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday, we are invited to rejoice as
our time of waiting gives way to joyful hope. The rose candle reminds us that
Christ is near, and that even in the midst of anticipation, God’s promise is al-
ready at work among us. This Sunday’s readings call us to open our hearts,
trust in the Lord’s saving presence, and prepare to welcome the light of Christ
into our lives and our world.

IMPORTANT CONSTRUCTION UPDATE - SCHOOL SCHEDULE IMPACT
Our construction company is currently working with SCE to get our new
transformer installed. The scheduling of this installation is out of our hands.
There are three possible scenarios for the school schedule next week. We will
let everyone know ASAP. The possible options will be:

A. The schedule remains the same as the current school calendar

B. School dismisses early for Christmas vacation on Thursday, December 18
beginning at 11:50 AM

C. School dismisses early for Christmas vacation on Wednesday, December
17 beginning at 2:20 PM

We thank you, as always, for your patience, kindness and understanding!

ANNUAL TREE LIGHTING

Our annual tree lighting will take place this coming Monday immediately
following 5:30 PM Mass. It will take place in the courtyard between the
school and the church. Please join us as we bless our tree, remember in a
special way family members and friends who have passed away, share
beautiful Advent music performed by Clover Choir members, Our Norbertine
Sisters, and some Norbertine Fraters from St. Michael’s Abbey. Refreshments
will be provided as well.

LET IT SNOW - LET IT SNOW - LET IT SNOW

We are very excited to announce that Snow Day is nearly here (THANK YOU
- Fr. Damien!). The snow will be arriving on Tuesday morning. Students will
be able to play in the snow in the afternoon! On Tuesday students:

e Should wear school uniform on top

May wear jeans, school long pants, or other long pants

May bring snow pants, snow gloves and hats

May also bring snow boots to put on (but cannot wear them to school)
Students in extended care should bring a change of clothes

Winter treats will be provided

Sorry! This event is only open to our students
and the parents who have signed up to volunteer.

Students in grades TK - 3rd will be dismissed at 2:10
Students in 4th - 8th will be dismissed at 2:30

CALENDAR

Monday 12/15
Spirit Monday

Tree Lighting — after the
5:30 PM Mass

Tuesday 12/16
SNOW DAY!

Thursday 12/18

Christmas Sweater or

Sweatshirt and Jeans
$2 Fundraiser

Fall Awards Ceremony
1:10 PM in the Hall
Grades 5—8

Friday 12/19
Late Start

Early Dismissal

NO AFTERCARE

12/20—1/4

Christmas Break
School Resumes 1/5




A Very Merry Time At SIB
This past week we have had a very merry time celebrating with music and dance. A HUGE thank you to
Mrs. Itano for all of her work preparing our students for our annual Christmas program. Our students
were filled with song and Christmas spirit as our classes entertained their families. The programs would
not be complete without the Nativity Story. Thank you to Miss Jenelle and our drama students for telling
the story for us. Our TK students had a separate performance for their parents and families. They ended
their celebration by building gingerbread houses.

+Together in Christ,
Mrs. Viles and Fr. Damien
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é& A Message From Fr. Damien é&§
é§ | am proud to announce that our Principal, Mrs. Viles, has been selected as the é§
g 2025 Bishop Vann Award Honoree, an honor that will be presented at the 35
égs Celebrating Catholic School Education Dinner this February! This award recognizes é&
ég? exceptional leadership, unwavering commitment to Catholic education, and ég?
é&é a profound dedication to forming students in faith, character, and academic é&
é&é excellence. For 42 years, Mrs. Viles has embodied these values through her visionary é&
§ guidance, compassionate service, and steadfast devotion to the St. John the Baptist §
éé community. We joyfully celebrate this well deserved recognition and give thanks for éé

é the extraordinary impact she continues to make in the life of our school. é
é. ¢.

* Congratulatlons'“*
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SJB SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT

IN THE NOBLE TRADITION OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION, WITH
CHRIST AS TEACHER AND GUIDE, IN PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE
AND TRUTH, ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC SCHOOL
PREPARES THE WAY FOR STUDENTS TO EMBRACE THE
FULLNESS OF GOD’S LOVE IN THIS WORLD AND IN HEAVEN.




VIRTUES OF TH
WEEK i

Prayerfulness

The habit of being in God’s
presence, spendmg time with Him to
seek communion.

Humility
The awareness that all one’s glfts
come from God and an appreciation

for the gifts of others.

Kindness

lﬁressmg genuine concern for the
being of others and anticipating
thelr needs.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

HAPPY NEW YEAR

And Mary said: My soul proclaims the greainess of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in
God my savior. For fie fias looked upon ALs handmaids lowliness; befiold, from now
on will all ages call me blessed. The Mighty One has done greatl t/iings for me, and

noly is Ais name. His mercy is from age to age to those who fear fiim.
Luke 1:46-50




. FACULTY

loves “the opportunity to make an
impact and encourage and inspire
kids to accomplish things they never
thought they could.” Her favorite
place to travel is Lake Tahoe and
would love to go to Scotland some
day. Her favorite hobby is thrift
flipping - transforming trash to
treasure! She also loves volleyball
and singing. She is SO excited to
be a new member of our SIB
family!

#WeLoveSJB

SPOTLIGHT

Miss Jenelle Kinnel is our K1 aide and our
Drama Director. This is her first year in Kl
and her third year here at SJB working
with our afterschool drama students. She

JENELLE KIN&EL

| STAFF

SPOTLIGHT

Mrs. Butscher is our Director of Admissions and
Events. She has also been the chair of our Baker
Street Bash for 14 years and does the costuming
and props for our Drama Department.

She has been a part of SJB since her
oldest daughter entered kindergarten.
Mrs. Butscher states that, “Working at
SJB is a vocation for me. I truly believe
in our mission, the quality education
we provide, and the supportive
community we offer to our students
and their families.” Her favorite

authors are Jane Austen and Louisa
May Alcott. She is a big fan of
Formula 1 racing and really loves
Mexican food. Did you know that
besides all of the different hats Mrs.
Butscher wears at St. john's, she also
has an electrical engineering degree
Lind used to work in mission control?

JENNIFER BGTSCHER
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Spiritualit
/ : ~“Let not your heart be disturbed. Do not fear that sickness, nor any other sickness or anguish. Am | not here,

who is your Mother? Are you not under my protection? Am | not your health? Are you not happily within my
fold? What else do you wish? Do not grieve nor be disturbed by anything.” -Our Lady of Guadalupe to Juan Diego

=

Prayer Basket:
We pray for the intentions of: Mrs. Susan Nishi, 8B teacher; and Sr. Gemma, 7th/8th grade religion teacher.” &

We pray for God’s blessings on the families of:
Sam Keller; Michael Kelly; Clare, George, and Henry Kewell; Jayden DelLuca and Jacob Khacherian; Danielle and
Madelyn Kolbenschlag; Wyatt Komala; Gianna Kurdi; Carmel Kutzner, Genevieve Labreche; and Bella Lartigue.

= Special Intentions:
e We pray in thanksgiving for the gift of our Blessed Mother. Thank you, Jesus, for giving us Your
"/ Mother. May we love and honor her, as You love and honor her.
~ e We pray through the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe for our continual conversions and the
) conversion of all people, especially for those who have no one to pray for them. -{
e We pray that in this blessed season of Advent, You help us to slow down & focus on preparing our hearts " ' \j
& and the hearts of our families to welcome baby Jesus at Christmas. May we be truly present to You, Lord. ’\ S
o _We pray for unity, peace, joy, and great hope in our families. '
e We pray for all of our SIB Alumni and all students preparing for finals and for those in the process of choosing
colleges. Please guide them to do well and follow Your will for them. :
e We pray for all those in our SJB and family communities who are sick, including Nicholas Monterroso, Jose
/ Herrera, Terry Melican, Cooper Mugel, Lupita Rubio, Maria Gonzalez, and Ascencion and Imelda Escalante.
' /- We pray for Dallas and all of our SJB OCIA candidates and catechumens.

The Memorare

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to thy protection,
implored thy help, or sought thy intercession, was left unaided. Inspired by this confidence | fly unto thee,
O Virgin of virgins, my Mother. To thee do | come, before thee | stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the
Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear and answer me. Amen.

Consecration to Mary
My Queen and my Mother, | give myself entirely to you; and to show my devotion to you, | consecrate to you this . »

your own, keep me, guard me, as your property and possession. Amen.

*Special Advent Opportunity: Come and be blessed by Fr. Charbel’s last talk on Thursday, December 19th,
following the 5:30 pm Mass at SIB Church. The theme of Fr. Charbel's talk will be "Unveiling Mass".

Thursday Morning Rosary with Fr. Damien [ W

3

Please join us every Thursday as Fr. Damien leads a decade of the rosary for our students, staff, and all our per-
|

sonal intentions. All are welcome! We meet immediately after morning announcements.

Know someone who could use extra prayers? )
If you have a special intention, and you’d like our SJB community to join you in prayer, email Roxanne Cupp at  j

roxannecupp@gmail.com and your request will be added to this prayer insert in the weekly bulletin.
‘ > \| )




Dear SIJB Community,

Seven years ago, our family experienced
the profound loss of my nephew, Tate,
who was born with Mowat-Wilson syndrome. He
spent three weeks in the NICU before passing
away. To honor his memory, our family continues
to support the hospitals that provided care and
comfort during that difficult time.

This year, we are collecting new baby & toddler
books for the NICU at Kaiser OC. Books bring joy
and comfort to both the little ones and their families
during their stay.

Please drop off your
donations in 7A by
Monday, December
15th. Your generosity
will help create a
brighter environment
for the babies and
families in the NICU.

-Michelle Majdali \ &
7A & Jr. High History SRS



SJB Btball
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Earn with holiday celebrations

Whether you're picking out the perfect gift or unwinding during the holiday rush,
there's a brand for every need. Shop online or buy gift cards through RaiseRight,
and turn every holiday purchase into support for your organization.

VISA starBucks' i Kkmocys (ULTA

v, Olive
flowers... Qai& SEPHORA  £ING

¥ Fanatics  american eacte  TJfMCDEIC

Shop all brands and categories on RaiseRight.com and in the mobile app

Create an account on RaiseRight.com with SJB’s enroliment code: EF1A445864112

Rebate & FPH

*Earn 1 FPH when you sign up for Scrip and place your first order!

* Earn 2 FPH after placing 3 separate orders

* And, earn a TUITION REBATE every time you buy a Scrip gift card. YES, 50% of the rebate money you raise for SJB
when purchasing gift cards will be credited back to your tuition! Rebate % amounts vary by company gift card

purchased




HIGH SCHOOL
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PROSPECTIVE STUDENT
:N-HOME INFORMATION NIGHT

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2026
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM

Prospective students and their parents are invited to join us for an evening of
fellowship and conversation about Servite High School. Hear from current students,
parents, faculty, and administrators as they share their experiences and insights
into Servite's academics, faith life, and community. This event offers a welcoming
setting to ask questions, make connections, and learn how Servite helps young men
grow in faith, leadership, and character.

CLloated bes
THE BARTUSICK FAMILY

FAMILY OF JACKSON BARTUSICK ‘28 & JAKE BARTUSICK '30

337 EAST BAY FRONT, NEWPORT BEACH, CA 92662

RSVP HERE




