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5th Grade NTI: Day 1 

Instructions: Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. 
Passage 1 

A Dangerous Night 
(Based on a true story) 

1​ Jerrie Mock sat at the controls of her eleven-year-old airplane, the Spirit of Columbus. For 
more than a year, the Ohio woman had planned this round-the-world flight. Tonight, she was on 
her way to her fourteenth stop—out of nineteen in all. 

2​ "Hello, crew," she said as she looked around the cabin, even though she was alone. Of the 
four seats in her single-engine airplane, three seats held gasoline tanks rather than passengers. 
Even so, gasoline could be a problem tonight. She had fueled up in Bangkok, Thailand, a day 
earlier but had decided on a longer route since then. She should have enough fuel, but still she 
was concerned. 

3​ Jerrie thought about the past three weeks, how she'd gone through thunderstorms and 
sandstorms, how her gas pump had leaked and her radio had broken. More than once, she had 
considered an emergency landing. Thank goodness she had clear skies tonight—and little 
prospect of trouble. 

4​ Jerrie took a sip from her canteen and sighed contentedly. The controllers in Bangkok had 
said today was a good day for the long flight to Manila. She wouldn't have to worry about icing or 
turbulence, only some mild headwinds. 

5​ Before Jerrie had finished her last thought, her engine began "running rough," which meant 
trouble. She was right over the middle of the South China Sea. Jerrie's heart beat louder than her 
engine, and she began to sweat. 

6​ It couldn't be ice, she knew, because the outdoor temperature was too warm. So what 
could be causing this problem? Jerrie reminded herself to stay calm and think logically. Suddenly, 
it came to her—the sandstorm over the desert. Yes, that must be it, sand clogging up the works. 
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Writing Opportunity   
 

Read the question carefully. Then enter your answer in the space provided.  
 
Imagine your teacher is asking the class to vote on ONE new rule that everyone must follow for the rest of 
the school year.  You get to decide what the one new rule should be.  Explain what your rule is and why 
your rule would make the classroom or school day better for everyone. 
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Writing Opportunity   
 

Read the question carefully. Then enter your answer in the space provided.  
After reading the passage about Madame Pfeiffer’s journey around Cape Horn, explain the  theme of the 
text and how it is developed through key events and details.  Support your answer with evidence from 
the text. 
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Social Studies 

 
Instructions: 
Read the article below and answer the questions that follow. 
 
The New England Colonies 
New England towns had a meetinghouse. These structures were usually the largest buildings in 
the town. Government decisions and actions were decided at town meetings. However, only 
church-going men who owned property could vote at these meetings. 

 
In each New England town, houses were clustered around a common area as shown in this photograph of Plymouth Plantation. 
 
Although the Puritans came to Massachusetts to practice their religion freely, they did not believe 
in freedom of religion. Puritan leaders punished any type of dissent, or disagreement from 
colonists and also brought charges against suspected witches.  They did not believe that women 
were equal to men or should challenge men in any way.  Roger Williams, a church leader, 
disagreed with some of these ideas. He argued that community leaders did not have the right to 
require everyone to worship in exactly the same way. 
 
Puritan leaders were afraid that Williams’s ideas were “new and dangerous.” So, in 1636, he was 
put on trial and forced to leave the colony. He then started a new settlement he called 
Providence, in which settlers were free to practice religion in their own way. This was the 
beginning of the colony of Rhode Island. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


