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The One and Only Albert 
1      When I was fifteen, I became friends with a crow. I had just gotten a pair of binoculars for my 
birthday. They were not for birdwatching, though. Stars have always been my thing. So I went up to my 
room one night to test them out. I opened the window, pushed up the screen, and 
knelt on the floor to look at the sky. 
 
2     I was adjusting the focus when a shadow blotted out the moon. I lowered the binoculars to find a 
crow swooping down onto the window ledge. “Caw!” it said. 
 
3       The crow walked sideways back and forth along the ledge, its head jerking one way, then the 
other. It stopped at the side of the ledge where the window met my desk. Then it hopped forward onto 
the windowsill. That’s when I noticed the half-eaten bag of corn chips on my desk. The crow cocked its 
head at it, so I grabbed the bag and said, “This?” 
 
4       Taking out a chip, I ate it, then another. When I put a chip on the windowsill, the crow sidled up to 
it and ate it in a few bites. 
 
5       “More, Albert?” I asked, laying a few more chips out on the sill. Don’t ask me why I started calling 
it Albert. I just figured if I was talking to a creature, it ought to have a name.  
 
6       Albert hopped over to the chips, ate one, and then snatched the other two with its beak and flew 
off.  
 
7       When I got home from school the next day, I opened my window and noticed something shiny on 
the ledge: the pop-up tab from a soda can. Had Albert left that for me?  
 
8       It was chilly that day, so I closed the window and sat down to do my math homework. At some 
point, I heard a tap at my window and saw Albert on the ledge. I was snacking on peanuts today, so 
when I opened the window, I put some on the sill and watched Albert pick them out of the shell. Then 
he sidled over to the desk, quickly hopped in a straight line, making a beeline for my binoculars. He 
looked directly at me, then pointed his beak down at the binoculars. 
 
9       Did a crow actually gesture to something? It sure looked like that to me. I picked up the binoculars 
and trained them at the window. Albert flew up and perched right on top of them. 
 
10         As Albert’s visits became a regular thing, I began amassing a collection of small objects, 
including pop-up tabs, buttons, and silver hair ties. One time, I was studying in my room when I heard a 
garbage truck right outside my window—except it wasn’t garbage day. It was Albert. Turns out, crows 
are pretty good mimics. I even tried to teach him some words. He actually learned one, too: my name, 
Jamal. 
 
11         It was almost like having a pet. I’d never had one—my sister has allergies. But over the next 
couple of years, I was glad Albert was around. The last couple of high-school years were tough with all 
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the papers, exams, and college applications. And there was a whole lot of uncertainty. But Albert was 
always there. 
 
12       He still came to visit me that first summer after my freshman year of college. But I never saw him 
after that. I hope he had made a new friend. 
 
13       Now, my experience didn’t turn me into a bird scientist. I went on to become an astronomer, as I’d 
always wanted. But it’s no surprise that when I finally got my first pet, it was a parrot—another smart 
bird. And no, I didn’t name it Albert. It was a female. 
 
14         Besides, for me, there was only one Albert.  
 
 
Choose the best answer for the following questions: 
 

1.​ In Passage 4, what does the phrase making a beeline mean as it is used in paragraph 8? 
A.​ taking a direct route 
B.​ going round and round 
C.​ making a buzzing noise 
D.​ flying through the air 

 
2. The following item has two parts. Answer Part A and then answer Part B. 
 
Part A:  What is the meaning of the word gesture as it is used in paragraph 9 of Passage 4? 

A.​ explain an idea 
B.​ play a guessing game 
C.​ plan ahead of time 
D.​ make a sign or signal 

 
Part B:  Which detail from the passage best helps the reader understand the meaning in Part A?  

A.​ “closed the window” 
B.​ “sidled over to the desk” 
C.​ “pointed his beak down at” 
D.​ “picked up the binoculars” 

 
3.  Which detail in Passage 4 supports the idea that crows are good mimics? 

A.​ “As Albert’s visits became a regular thing, I began amassing a collection of 
small objects, including pop-up tabs, buttons, and silver hair ties.” 

B.​ “One time, I was studying in my room when I heard a garbage truck right 
outside my window—except it wasn’t garbage day.” 

C.​ “It was almost like having a pet.” 
D.​ “He still came to visit me that first summer after my freshman year 

of college.” 
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4. In Passage 4, what is the author’s view of animal pets? 
A.​ Animals are great, whether they are pets or not. 
B.​ Crows are better friends to humans than other birds. 
C.​ An animal friend can be a comfort in uncertain times. 
D.​ Allergies keep many families from having any pets. 

 
5.  Why does the narrator first look out the window using the binoculars? 

A. He wants to watch birds near his house.​
 B. He wants to test his new binoculars on the stars.​
 C. He hears a noise outside and wants to investigate it.​
 D. He hopes to spot a crow he saw earlier. 
 

6. Which detail best describes how Albert behaves when he first lands on the narrator’s window ledge? 
A. He silently waits for the narrator to feed him.​
 B. He mimics a garbage truck sound.​
 C. He walks sideways and moves his head in quick jerks.​
 D. He immediately steals the binoculars. 
 

7. Based on the passage, what is one character trait that best describes the narrator? 
A. Forgetful—he cannot remember where he leaves things.​
 B. Curious—he tries to understand Albert’s behavior.​
 C. Impatient—he is annoyed by Albert’s visits.​
 D. Shy—he avoids talking to Albert. 
 

8. Which statement best describes how the narrator’s point of view influences the reader’s 
understanding of Albert? 

A. The narrator describes Albert as frightening, so readers feel scared of him.​
 B. The narrator interprets Albert’s actions as friendly, so readers see Albert as a companion.​
 C. The narrator rarely notices Albert, so readers don’t learn much about him.​
 D. The narrator explains that crows are dangerous, so readers distrust Albert. 
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Writing Opportunity   
 
Read the question carefully. Then write your answer in the space provided.  
 
Imagine your teacher is asking the class to vote on ONE new rule that everyone must follow for the rest 
of the school year.  You get to decide what the one new rule should be.  Explain what your rule is and 
why your rule would make the classroom or school day better for everyone. 
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Writing Opportunity   
 
Read the question carefully. Then write your answer in the space provided.  
 
After reading the passage “How Moles Came to Be,” write an extended response 
explaining a theme of the story and how it is developed through important details in the 
text. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



4th Grade NTI: Day 3 

 

Name  Teacher  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 



4th Grade NTI: Day 3 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



4th Grade NTI: Day 3 

 



4th Grade NTI: Day 3 

 

 



4th Grade NTI: Day 3 

 

 
 



4th Grade NTI: Day 3 

What is Energy? 
Energy is the ability to do work or cause change. Energy is everywhere! It makes 
things move, heat up, and light up. 
 
Mia wanted to enter the school science fair. She decided to build a toy car. She 
wanted to learn how stored energy (energy waiting to be used) could turn into 
motion energy (energy of moving things). 
 
Designing the Device 
Mia grabbed a small electric motor, a battery, some wires, and a small light bulb. She 
knew that the battery held stored energy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
She designed a circuit. A circuit is a loop that electricity flows through. 

1.​ She connected the wires to the battery. 
2.​ She connected the other ends to the motor and the light bulb. 

When she completed the loop, three things happened at once: 
●​ Motion: The motor started to spin. 
●​ Light: The light bulb glowed bright yellow. 
●​ Heat: After a minute, Mia touched the battery. It felt a little warm. 

 
Mia observed that energy was transferring (moving) from the battery to the car. The 
electric current carried the energy. It changed from electrical energy into motion, 
light, and a little bit of heat. 
 
Speed and Energy 
Mia wanted to see how the speed of the car changed its energy. She 
knew that moving objects have energy. 
 
She drove her toy car into an empty coffee cup at different speeds. 
She measured how far the cup moved away when it crashed. 
 

●​ When the car moved slowly, it only pushed the cup a little bit. 
●​ When the car moved quickly, it pushed the cup much farther. 
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Mia realized that the faster an object moves, the more energy it has. 
 
Mia recorded her observations in the table below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions 
1. Based on Mia’s data table, which statement is true about the speed of the car? 

A.​ The slower the car goes, the more energy it has. 
B.​ The speed of the car does not change the energy. 
C.​ The faster the car goes, the more energy it has. 
D.​ The car has the most energy when it is stopped. 

 
2. In Mia’s design, the battery provided energy to the motor. What form of energy did 
the motor produce to make the car move? 

A.​ Sound energy 
B.​ Motion energy 
C.​ Light energy 
D.​ Heat energy 

 
3. Mia noticed the battery got warm and the light bulb turned on. This is evidence of:  

A.​ Energy being transferred by electric currents to create heat and light. 
B.​ Energy being changed into motion that makes the toy car move quickly.  
C.​ Energy being blocked because the circuit is not connected properly. 
D.​ Energy being used up completely with nothing happening at all. 

 
4. If Mia wants to change her device to produce sound instead of light, what should 
she add to the circuit? 

A.​ A larger wheel 
B.​ A second battery 
C.​ A buzzer or speaker 
D.​ A wooden block 
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How Plants Grow: Sunny Survivors 

Have you ever wondered how a tiny seed grows into a big plant? Plants are amazing! They 
have special parts and tricks to help them grow and survive. 
 
Built for Survival 
Just like animals, plants have structures that help them live and grow. A structure is a specific 
part of a living thing. 
 
Plants have external structures (parts on the outside). For example, roots grow deep into the 
ground. Roots hold the plant in place and suck up water and nutrients from the soil. The stem 
stands tall and holds up the leaves. Leaves are usually green and flat. 
 
Plants also have internal structures (parts on the inside). Inside the stem, tiny tubes carry water 
from the roots up to the leaves. Other tubes carry food from the leaves to other parts of the 
plant. 
 
Making Their Own Food 
Plants don't hunt for food like animals do. Instead, they make their own food using sunlight, 
water, and air! This special process is called photosynthesis. 
 
Imagine a plant leaf as a tiny kitchen. 
 
1.​ Light energy from the sun shines on the leaf. 
2.​ Water from the roots travels up the stem  to the leaf. 
3.​ Air (specifically a gas called carbon dioxide) enters the leaf through tiny holes. 
4.​ Inside the leaf, the plant uses the sunlight energy to mix the water and carbon dioxide. 
5.​ This mix turns into sugar, which is the plant's food! The plant also makes oxygen, which      
            it releases into the air for us to breathe. 
 
Finding the Light 
Plants know where the sun is, even without eyes! This 
amazing ability to grow towards light is called phototropism. 
"Photo" means light, and "tropism" means to turn or grow. 
 
Think about a plant growing near a window. 
1.​ Receive: The side of the plant closest to the window 
            receives more light.      
2.​ Process: Cells on the shadier side of the stem grow   
            longer. 
3.​ Respond: The longer cells push the stem to bend   
            towards the light source, helping all the leaves get  
            more sun for photosynthesis! 
 



4th Grade NTI: Day 4 

 
 
Questions 
1. What is the main job of the leaves in a plant? 
Ⓐ​ To hold the plant in the ground. 
Ⓑ​ To carry water from the roots to the rest of the plant. 
Ⓒ​ To make food for the plant using sunlight. 
Ⓓ​ To help the plant bend away from the light. 

 
2. Which part of the plant is an INTERNAL structure that helps move water? 
Ⓐ​ The stem. 
Ⓑ​ The roots. 
Ⓒ​ The leaves. 
Ⓓ​ The tubes inside the stem. 

 
3. According to the article, what does "phototropism" help a plant do? 
Ⓐ​ Digest its food. 
Ⓑ​ Grow towards the light. 
Ⓒ​ Absorb water from the soil. 
Ⓓ​ Release oxygen into the air. 

 
4. Which is the correct order of steps for how a plant makes its food? 
Ⓐ​ Sunlight + water + air  sugar (food) 
Ⓑ​ Water + air + sugar  sunlight 
Ⓒ​ Sugar + sunlight  water + air 
Ⓓ​ Air + sugar  sunlight + water 

 
 


