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​Passage 1​

​Brown Bear and the Honey Tree​

​1​ ​Brown Bear was wandering along a path in the forest one day. He was searching for​
​blueberries and nuts. He stopped at a patch full of ripe, round berries and ate his fill. Moving on, he​
​nearly tripped over the trunk of a tree that had fallen during a storm.​

​2​ ​Brown Bear sniffed around the tree carefully. He suspected that bees stored their honey in the​
​hollow trunk. Brown Bear loved honey, but he knew better than to anger the bees. Bees might be​
​small, but they could also be dangerous.​

​3​ ​Sure enough, Brown Bear found a hive. His timing was good, too. Many bees had left the hive​
​for the meadow this morning. They were out collecting nectar from meadow flowers. They would use​
​it to make honey.​

​4​ ​Slowly and carefully, Brown Bear dug into the hollow log with his paw. He felt the honeycomb​
​where the bees’ honey was stored. But at that moment, he heard an angry buzzing sound.​​OUCH!​​A​
​bee stung his nose. His soft, sensitive nose was unprotected. The rest of him was covered with heavy​
​fur, but not his poor nose.​

​5​ ​Brown Bear was very angry and decided to teach the bees a lesson. He forgot about being​
​careful. He would show those nasty little bees! So he jumped on the trunk. Next, he would tear it​
​apart with his teeth and claws. But Bear’s hasty action only caused him more trouble. Bees swarmed​
​up from the log like a tornado. More bees flew from the meadow to rescue their hive.​

​6​ ​Poor Bear realized, too late, what he had done. He took off through the forest like his tail was​
​on fire. The bees followed. Bear reached the river just in time. The furious bees flew angrily​
​overhead. Bear was forced to swim across and down the river. Finally, the last bees gave up the​
​chase.​

​1.​ ​What part of the story is shown in paragraphs 1 and 2?​
​a.​ ​climax​
​b.​ ​rising action​
​c.​ ​plot​
​d.​ ​resolution​
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​2.​ ​What are most of the bees doing when Brown Bear finds the hive?​

​a.​ ​fixing the hive​
​b.​ ​eating honey​
​c.​ ​collecting nectar​
​d.​ ​looking for Brown Bear​

​3.​ ​The following item has two parts. Answer Part A and then answer Part B.​

​Part A​
​Why does Brown Bear attack the tree trunk in paragraph 5 of Passage 1?​

​a.​ ​He wants to get the bees’ honey.​
​b.​ ​He wants to punish the bees.​
​c.​ ​He wants to get away from the bees.​
​d.​ ​He wants to help the bees get honey.​

​Part B​
​Which sentence from the passage best supports the answer to Part A?​

​a.​ ​"He suspected that bees stored their honey in the hollow trunk."​
​b.​ ​"Many bees had left the hive for the meadow this morning."​
​c.​ ​"Brown Bear was very angry and decided to teach the bees a lesson."​
​d.​ ​"Next, he would tear it apart with his teeth and claws.​

​4.​ ​Which sentence from paragraph 5 uses nonliteral language?​
​a.​ ​"He would show those nasty little bees!"​
​b.​ ​"More bees flew from the meadow to rescue their hive."​
​c.​ ​"But Bear’s hasty action only caused him more trouble."​
​d.​ ​"Bees swarmed up from the log like a tornado."​

​5.​ ​What part of the passage is shown in the illustration?​
​a.​ ​paragraph 3​
​b.​ ​paragraph 4​
​c.​ ​paragraph 5​
​d.​ ​paragraph 6​

​6.​ ​What does the word​​furious​​mean as it is used in paragraph​​6?​
​a.​ ​angry​
​b.​ ​foolish​
​c.​ ​hungry​
​d.​ ​worried​

​7.​ ​Which sentence from paragraph 6 uses nonliteral language?​
​a.​ ​"Poor Bear realized, too late, what he had done."​
​b.​ ​"He took off through the forest like his tail was on fire."​
​c.​ ​"Bear reached the river just in time."​
​d.​ ​"Bear was forced to swim across and down the river."​
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​Writing Opportunity​

​Read the prompt and question below. Then enter your answer in the space provided.​

​Imagine your class is going on a special trip, and you get to choose the place!​
​Think about your favorite place to visit — it could be a park, a museum, a zoo, a playground, or​
​anywhere you love to go.​

​Write an opinion piece explaining why your class should take a trip to this place.​


