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​Passage 2​

​The National Bird​

​1​ ​Every country in the world has an animal of some kind as its symbol. The animal​
​represents an idea that is important to the people of the country. Russia’s animal is the bear.​
​India’s is the tiger. Spain’s animal is the bull. In 1782, the U.S. Congress chose a bird to represent​
​the new nation. They chose the bald eagle.​

​2​ ​Today, the bald eagle is on many U.S. coins. It is also on the Great Seal of the United States.​
​This eagle holds thirteen arrows in one talon. It holds an olive branch in the other. In its beak is a​
​banner that reads​​E pluribus unum​​. That is Latin for​​“out of many, one.” Many states joined​
​together to make one country.​

​3​ ​Some people think the bald eagle was a poor choice for the national symbol of the United​
​States. They think these birds are bullies. The bald eagle sometimes steals food from other​
​animals. People point out that eagles seek and eat dead fish or animals. They say that eagles are​
​fierce and mean.​

​4​ ​For example, Ben Franklin did not want the eagle to be the national symbol of the United​
​States. He preferred the turkey. He called it a “bird of courage.” Franklin wrote a letter to his​
​daughter in 1784. He called the bald eagle “too lazy to fish for himself.” He also wrote, “I wish the​
​bald eagle had not been chosen as the representative of our country. He is a bird of bad moral​
​character. He does not get his living honestly. He is a rank coward.”​

​5​ ​Others consider the bald eagle a good choice. They like the way eagles perch high above​
​the waters, proud and bold. They like that no other animals hunt eagles. They believe that​
​because bald eagles fly and nest wherever they choose, they are the perfect symbol of freedom​
​and strength.​
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​1.​ ​According to Passage 2, who made the bald eagle the national symbol of the United​
​States?​

​a.​ ​Ben Franklin​
​b.​ ​the U.S. Congress​
​c.​ ​George Washington​
​d.​ ​the people who vote​

​Read this sentence from paragraph 1 of Passage 2.​
​“Every country in the world has an animal of some kind as its​​symbol​​.”​
​Now read the dictionary entry for​​symbol​​.​

​sym•bol​​\'sim-bəl\​​noun​​1.​​a number that stands for​​an amount​​2.​
​something that stands for an idea​​3.​​a person who​​represents a quality​
​or movement​​4.​​a written or printed mark that means​​something​

​2.​ ​Which meaning fits the way​​symbol​​is used in the sentence?​
​a.​ ​meaning 1​
​b.​ ​meaning 2​
​c.​ ​meaning 3​
​d.​ ​meaning 4​

​3.​ ​In Passage 2, what does the word​​preferred​​mean as​​it is used in paragraph 4?​
​a.​ ​liked better​
​b.​ ​criticized​
​c.​ ​held up​
​d.​ ​described​

​4.​ ​Which paragraph in Passage 2​​best​​describes the illustration?​
​a.​ ​paragraph 1​
​b.​ ​paragraph 2​
​c.​ ​paragraph 3​
​d.​ ​paragraph 4​
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​5.​ ​In paragraph 4 of Passage 2, which​​two​​details​​best​​show why Ben Franklin did not want​
​the eagle to be the national symbol of the United States?​

​a.​ ​“He preferred the turkey.”​
​b.​ ​“He called it a ‘bird of courage.’”​
​c.​ ​“He called the bald eagle ‘too lazy to fish for himself.’”​
​d.​ ​“He also wrote, ‘I wish the bald eagle had not been chosen as the representative of​

​our country.’”​
​e.​ ​“‘He is a bird of bad moral character.’”​

​6.​ ​In Passage 2, what is shown on the Great Seal that the passage does​​not​​mention?​
​a.​ ​thirteen stars​
​b.​ ​an eagle​
​c.​ ​an olive branch​
​d.​ ​thirteen arrows​

​7.​ ​Which point is made in Passage 2?​
​a.​ ​Bald eagles have excellent eyesight.​
​b.​ ​Bald eagles steal food from other animals.​
​c.​ ​Bald eagles can stand for freedom and strength.​
​d.​ ​Bald eagles live about twenty-five years.​
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​Writing Opportunity​

​Read the question carefully. Then enter your answer in the space provided.​

​According to the passage, the central idea is that the bald eagle is the U.S. national symbol.  However,​
​there is a​​debate​​about whether it was a good choice.​​Explain your opinion on whether it was a good​
​choice as a national symbol and use evidence from the passage to support your answer.​


