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​Passage 1​

​Bald Eagles​

​1​ ​Bald eagles are large birds. They can weigh as much as fourteen pounds.​
​They have a wingspan of up to eight feet. Both male and female eagles have​
​blackish-brown feathers on their bodies. The feathers on their heads and tails are​
​white. (Long ago, the word​​bald​​meant “white spot,”​​not “hairless,” so “bald eagle”​
​was a fitting name.) Their feet and beaks are yellow.​

​Habits​
​2​ ​Bald eagles live near rivers, lakes, and marshes. There, they find fish, their​
​favorite food. They eat other animals, too.​

​3​ ​Have you ever heard of someone having “eagle eyes”? Bald eagles have​
​excellent eyesight. They fly high in the sky looking for food in the water or on the​
​land. When they see food, they swoop down. They grab it with their sharp talons, or​
​claws. Bald eagles can spot a rabbit from a mile away.​

​Nesting​
​4​ ​Bald eagles build their nests in the tops of tall trees. They use the same aerie,​
​or nest, year after year. They make the nest larger as needed. Eagle nests can be as​
​much as ten feet wide. Some weigh as much as half a ton!​

​5​ ​Bald eagles lay one to three eggs once a year. The eggs hatch in about​
​thirty-five days. The young eaglets learn to fly within three months. Soon after that,​
​they live on their own.​
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​A Noble Bird​
​6​ ​Bald eagles may look fierce and mean, but they are not. Male and female​
​eagles mate for life. They share all the work. Most bald eagles live about twenty-five​
​years.​

​7​ ​Bald eagles are at the top of their food chain. No other animals hunt them. It​
​is an awesome sight to see a huge bald eagle soaring in the sky. For many people,​
​eagles stand for freedom and strength.​

​1. Why does the author of Passage 1 think that “bald eagle” is a fitting name for these​
​birds?​

​A. They have no feathers on their heads, which makes them look bald.​
​B. Their white feathers are hard to see when they perch high above the ground.​
​C. Their heads are covered in white feathers, and the word​​bald​​used to mean​

​“white spot.”​
​D. Their heads look bald because they have white feathers instead of hair.​

​2​​.​​The following item has two parts. Answer Part A​​and then answer Part B.​

​Part A​
​What is the main idea of Passage 1?​
​A. Bald eagles are good parents.​
​B. Bald eagles can weigh fourteen pounds.​
​C. Bald eagles are fierce and dangerous.​
​D. Bald eagles are strong, noble birds.​

​Part B​
​Select​​two​​sentences that show how the author​​supports the main idea in Part A.​
​A. “Both male and female eagles have blackish-brown feathers on their bodies.”​
​B. “They fly high in the sky looking for food in the water or on the land.”​
​C. “Bald eagles build their nests in the tops of tall trees.”​
​D. “It is an awesome sight to see a huge bald eagle soaring in the sky.”​
​E. “For many people, eagles stand for freedom and strength.”​
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​3. In Passage 1, which sentence from paragraph 6 would be the​​best​​caption for the​
​photograph?​

​A. “Bald eagles may look fierce and mean, but they are not.”​
​B. “Male and female eagles mate for life.”​
​C. “They share all the work.”​
​D. “Most bald eagles live about twenty-five years”​

​4. Read this sentence from paragraph 4 of Passage 1.​

​“They use the same aerie, or nest, year after year.”​

​Which word in the sentence tells the meaning of the word​​aerie​​?​
​A. “use”​
​B. “same”​
​C. “nest”​
​D. “year”​

​Look at the details from Passage 1 listed in the two columns of the chart.​

​Main Topic​ ​Main Topic​

​Detail:​​blackish-brown feathers​ ​Detail:​​swoop to catch fish​

​Detail:​​white heads and tails​ ​Detail:​​build huge nests​

​Detail:​​yellow beaks and feet​ ​Detail:​​lay one to three eggs a year​

​Each column of the chart needs a main topic. After looking at the details, select one​
​main topic to place at the top of​​each​​column.​

​A. How Eagles See​
​B. Where Eagles Live​
​C. How Eagles Hunt​
​D. What Eagles Look Like​
​E. How Long Eagles Live​
​F. What Eagles Do​
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​Writing Opportunity​

​Read the question carefully. Then enter your answer in the space provided.​

​According to the passage, "Why is the bald eagle called a noble bird, and what facts​
​from the passage show that it is strong?"  Use evidence from the passage to support​
​your answer.​


