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1  ​ “Bam!” Something slammed against the picture window, so Brad and Evie ran 
outside to see what it was. A small bird lay still on the grass. 

2  ​ “It’s hurt,” Evie whispered as she bent down to pet the bird, but Brad held back her 
hand. “Don’t touch it. We could hurt it more.” 

3  ​ The bird was smaller than a robin. Its feathers were olive green and light brown, and 
its breast was white with brown specks. Evie began to feel anxious. “We have to do 
something,” she warned. “If we leave it here, a cat or a dog will get it. Let’s ask Mom 
because she’ll know what to do.” 

4  ​ Mom came out and peered down at the tiny creature. Then she smiled and said, “It’s 
an ovenbird. It’s a kind of warbler that nests on the ground.” 

5  ​ “Why did it fly into the window?” Brad asked. 

6  ​ “It must have seen the reflection of the trees on the glass and thought it was flying 
into the woods,” Mom explained. 

7  ​ Mom put a shoebox on the ground. Then she told Evie, “Reach down from behind 
the bird so you won’t scare it. Pick it up by putting your hand around its upper wings, 
keeping the wings against its body. Pick it up gently!” 

8  ​ Evie picked up the bird carefully, and Mom said, “Great, Evie, now put it in the box so 
we can carry it.” 

9  ​ Brad said, “I have some birdseed.” He put the seed in the box, but the bird just 
looked at it. 

10  ​ Mom said, “The bird is still in shock and will take a while to recover.” 
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11  ​ Brad asked, “Can we keep it? I’d love to have a bird for a pet. We could train it and 
feed it and make it well.” 

12  ​ Mom smiled and said, “No, we don’t know how, but there are people who do. We’ll 
take it to the wildlife refuge. They keep wild animals there until they heal.” 

13  ​ So the family got into the car and took the bird to the refuge. The woman who took 
the bird was excited. “We can help this bird,” she said with a smile. 

14  ​ “We wanted to keep it, but Mom said we shouldn’t,” Brad complained. 

15  ​ The woman answered, “Your mom was right. But you never know—once he’s well, 
he might come back.” 

1. How does the illustration add to the story? 
    A. It shows where ovenbirds live. 
    B. It shows where the boy and girl live. 
    C. It shows how an ovenbird looks for food. 
    D. It shows what the bird saw in the window. 
 

2. The following item has two parts. Answer Part A and then answer Part B. 
    Part A 
    What best describes how Mom brings about a good ending to the story? 

    A. She tells Evie how to pick up the bird. 
    B. She tells the children that it’s an ovenbird. 
    C. She tells the children where they can get help for the bird. 
    D. She tells Evie that she will get a shoebox for the bird. 
 

    Part B 
    Which detail from the passage supports the answer to Part A? 

    A. “Mom came out and peered down at the tiny creature. Then she smiled and said, 
‘It’s an ovenbird.’” 
    B. “Then she told Evie, ‘Reach down from behind the bird so you won’t scare it.’” 
    C. “Evie picked up the bird carefully, and Mom said, ‘Great, Evie, now put it in the box 
so we can carry it.’” 
    D. “Mom smiled and said, ‘No, we don’t know how, but there are people who do. 
We’ll take it to the wildlife refuge.’” 
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3. Which word in the story shows that Evie is worried? 

    A. “warned” (paragraph 3) 
    B. “said” (paragraph 4) 
    C. “explained” (paragraph 6) 
    D. “told” (paragraph 7) 

 
4. Select two key events that happen in the story.      

A. An ovenbird makes a nest near Brad and Evie’s house.      
B. An ovenbird hurts itself by flying into a window.      
C. Brad feeds the bird and wants to take care of it.      
D. Evie tries to put the bird in a shoebox, but it flies away.      
E. Brad, Evie, and Mom take the bird to a place for injured animals. 

 
5. Paragraph 6 says that the bird saw a reflection in the window. Where else might you see 
a reflection?      

A. inside a shoebox      
B. on a bird’s wing      
C. inside a bird’s nest      
D. in a pool of water 

 
6. What does the word recover mean as it is used in paragraph 10?      

A. feel hungry      
B. get better      
C. put a new cover on      
D. get back something lost 

 
7. What lesson do Evie and Brad learn in this story?      

A. Birds live dangerous lives.      
B. A baby bird needs its mother.      
C. Wild animals should not be kept as pets.      
D. Ovenbirds have weak eyes and do not see well. 
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Writing Opportunity   
 
Read the question carefully. Then enter your answer in the space provided.  
 
Imagine your teacher is asking the class to vote on ONE new rule that everyone must 
follow for the rest of the school year.  You get to decide what the one new rule should be.  
Explain what your rule is and why your rule would make the classroom or school day 
better for everyone. 
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Passage 1 
Bald Eagles 

 
 

1  ​ Bald eagles are large birds. They can weigh as much as fourteen pounds. 
They have a wingspan of up to eight feet. Both male and female eagles have 
blackish-brown feathers on their bodies. The feathers on their heads and tails are 
white. (Long ago, the word bald meant “white spot,” not “hairless,” so “bald eagle” 
was a fitting name.) Their feet and beaks are yellow. 
 
Habits 
2 ​ Bald eagles live near rivers, lakes, and marshes. There, they find fish, their 
favorite food. They eat other animals, too. 
 
3 ​ Have you ever heard of someone having “eagle eyes”? Bald eagles have 
excellent eyesight. They fly high in the sky looking for food in the water or on the 
land. When they see food, they swoop down. They grab it with their sharp talons, or 
claws. Bald eagles can spot a rabbit from a mile away. 
 
Nesting 
4​ Bald eagles build their nests in the tops of tall trees. They use the same aerie, 
or nest, year after year. They make the nest larger as needed. Eagle nests can be as 
much as ten feet wide. Some weigh as much as half a ton! 
 
5 ​ Bald eagles lay one to three eggs once a year. The eggs hatch in about 
thirty-five days. The young eaglets learn to fly within three months. Soon after that, 
they live on their own. 
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A Noble Bird 
6​ Bald eagles may look fierce and mean, but they are not. Male and female 
eagles mate for life. They share all the work. Most bald eagles live about twenty-five 
years. 
 
7​  Bald eagles are at the top of their food chain. No other animals hunt them. It 
is an awesome sight to see a huge bald eagle soaring in the sky. For many people, 
eagles stand for freedom and strength. 
 
 
1. Why does the author of Passage 1 think that “bald eagle” is a fitting name for these 
birds? 
    A. They have no feathers on their heads, which makes them look bald. 
    B. Their white feathers are hard to see when they perch high above the ground. 
    C. Their heads are covered in white feathers, and the word bald used to mean    
        “white spot.” 
    D. Their heads look bald because they have white feathers instead of hair. 
 
2. The following item has two parts. Answer Part A and then answer Part B. 
 
    Part A 
    What is the main idea of Passage 1? 
    A. Bald eagles are good parents. 
    B. Bald eagles can weigh fourteen pounds. 
    C. Bald eagles are fierce and dangerous. 
    D. Bald eagles are strong, noble birds. 
 
    Part B 
    Select two sentences that show how the author supports the main idea in Part A. 
    A. “Both male and female eagles have blackish-brown feathers on their bodies.” 
    B. “They fly high in the sky looking for food in the water or on the land.” 
    C. “Bald eagles build their nests in the tops of tall trees.” 
    D. “It is an awesome sight to see a huge bald eagle soaring in the sky.” 
    E. “For many people, eagles stand for freedom and strength.” 
 



3rd Grade NTI: Day 2 

3. In Passage 1, which sentence from paragraph 6 would be the best caption for the 
photograph? 
    A. “Bald eagles may look fierce and mean, but they are not.” 
    B. “Male and female eagles mate for life.” 
    C. “They share all the work.” 

D. “Most bald eagles live about twenty-five years”​  
 
4. Read this sentence from paragraph 4 of Passage 1. 
 

“They use the same aerie, or nest, year after year.” 
 

Which word in the sentence tells the meaning of the word aerie? 
A. “use” 
B. “same” 
C. “nest” 
D. “year” 

 
Look at the details from Passage 1 listed in the two columns of the chart. 

Main Topic Main Topic 

Detail: blackish-brown feathers Detail: swoop to catch fish 

Detail: white heads and tails Detail: build huge nests 

Detail: yellow beaks and feet Detail: lay one to three eggs a year 

 
Each column of the chart needs a main topic. After looking at the details, select one 
main topic to place at the top of each column. 

A. How Eagles See 
B. Where Eagles Live 
C. How Eagles Hunt 
D. What Eagles Look Like 
E. How Long Eagles Live 

    F. What Eagles Do 
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Writing Opportunity 

 
Read the question carefully. Then enter your answer in the space provided.  
 
According to the passage, "Why is the bald eagle called a noble bird, and what facts 
from the passage show that it is strong?"  Use evidence from the passage to support 
your answer.  
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Passage 2 
The National Bird 

 
1  ​ Every country in the world has an animal of some kind as its symbol. The animal 
represents an idea that is important to the people of the country. Russia’s animal is the bear. 
India’s is the tiger. Spain’s animal is the bull. In 1782, the U.S. Congress chose a bird to represent 
the new nation. They chose the bald eagle. 

 

 
 
2  ​ Today, the bald eagle is on many U.S. coins. It is also on the Great Seal of the United States. 
This eagle holds thirteen arrows in one talon. It holds an olive branch in the other. In its beak is a 
banner that reads E pluribus unum. That is Latin for “out of many, one.” Many states joined 
together to make one country. 
 
3 ​ Some people think the bald eagle was a poor choice for the national symbol of the United 
States. They think these birds are bullies. The bald eagle sometimes steals food from other 
animals. People point out that eagles seek and eat dead fish or animals. They say that eagles are 
fierce and mean. 

4 ​ For example, Ben Franklin did not want the eagle to be the national symbol of the United 
States. He preferred the turkey. He called it a “bird of courage.” Franklin wrote a letter to his 
daughter in 1784. He called the bald eagle “too lazy to fish for himself.” He also wrote, “I wish the 
bald eagle had not been chosen as the representative of our country. He is a bird of bad moral 
character. He does not get his living honestly. He is a rank coward.” 

5 ​ Others consider the bald eagle a good choice. They like the way eagles perch high above 
the waters, proud and bold. They like that no other animals hunt eagles. They believe that 
because bald eagles fly and nest wherever they choose, they are the perfect symbol of freedom 
and strength. 
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1.​ According to Passage 2, who made the bald eagle the national symbol of the United 
States? 

a.​ Ben Franklin 
b.​ the U.S. Congress 
c.​ George Washington 
d.​ the people who vote 

 

Read this sentence from paragraph 1 of Passage 2. 
“Every country in the world has an animal of some kind as its symbol.” 
Now read the dictionary entry for symbol. 
 

sym•bol \'sim-bəl\ noun 1. a number that stands for an amount 2. 
something that stands for an idea 3. a person who represents a quality 
or movement 4. a written or printed mark that means something 

 

2.​ Which meaning fits the way symbol is used in the sentence? 
a.​ meaning 1 
b.​ meaning 2 
c.​ meaning 3 
d.​ meaning 4 

 

3.​ In Passage 2, what does the word preferred mean as it is used in paragraph 4? 
a.​ liked better 
b.​ criticized 
c.​ held up 
d.​ described 

 

4.​ Which paragraph in Passage 2 best describes the illustration? 
a.​ paragraph 1 
b.​ paragraph 2 
c.​ paragraph 3 
d.​ paragraph 4 
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5.​ In paragraph 4 of Passage 2, which two details best show why Ben Franklin did not want 
the eagle to be the national symbol of the United States? 

a.​ “He preferred the turkey.” 
b.​ “He called it a ‘bird of courage.’” 
c.​ “He called the bald eagle ‘too lazy to fish for himself.’” 
d.​ “He also wrote, ‘I wish the bald eagle had not been chosen as the representative of 

our country.’” 
e.​ “‘He is a bird of bad moral character.’” 

 
6.​ In Passage 2, what is shown on the Great Seal that the passage does not mention? 

a.​ thirteen stars 
b.​ an eagle 
c.​ an olive branch 
d.​ thirteen arrows 

 
7.​ Which point is made in Passage 2? 

a.​ Bald eagles have excellent eyesight. 
b.​ Bald eagles steal food from other animals. 
c.​ Bald eagles can stand for freedom and strength. 
d.​ Bald eagles live about twenty-five years. 
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Writing Opportunity   

 
Read the question carefully. Then enter your answer in the space provided.  
 
According to the passage, the central idea is that the bald eagle is the U.S. national symbol.  However, 
there is a debate about whether it was a good choice. Explain your opinion on whether it was a good 
choice as a national symbol and use evidence from the passage to support your answer.  
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Passage 1 
Brown Bear and the Honey Tree 

 
1 ​ Brown Bear was wandering along a path in the forest one day. He was searching for 
blueberries and nuts. He stopped at a patch full of ripe, round berries and ate his fill. Moving on, he 
nearly tripped over the trunk of a tree that had fallen during a storm. 

2​ Brown Bear sniffed around the tree carefully. He suspected that bees stored their honey in the 
hollow trunk. Brown Bear loved honey, but he knew better than to anger the bees. Bees might be 
small, but they could also be dangerous. 

3​ Sure enough, Brown Bear found a hive. His timing was good, too. Many bees had left the hive 
for the meadow this morning. They were out collecting nectar from meadow flowers. They would use 
it to make honey. 

4​ Slowly and carefully, Brown Bear dug into the hollow log with his paw. He felt the honeycomb 
where the bees’ honey was stored. But at that moment, he heard an angry buzzing sound. OUCH! A 
bee stung his nose. His soft, sensitive nose was unprotected. The rest of him was covered with heavy 
fur, but not his poor nose. 

5​ Brown Bear was very angry and decided to teach the bees a lesson. He forgot about being 
careful. He would show those nasty little bees! So he jumped on the trunk. Next, he would tear it 
apart with his teeth and claws. But Bear’s hasty action only caused him more trouble. Bees swarmed 
up from the log like a tornado. More bees flew from the meadow to rescue their hive. 

6​ Poor Bear realized, too late, what he had done. He took off through the forest like his tail was 
on fire. The bees followed. Bear reached the river just in time. The furious bees flew angrily 
overhead. Bear was forced to swim across and down the river. Finally, the last bees gave up the 
chase. 

1.​ What part of the story is shown in paragraphs 1 and 2? 
a.​ climax 
b.​ rising action 
c.​ plot 
d.​ resolution 
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2.​ What are most of the bees doing when Brown Bear finds the hive? 
a.​ fixing the hive 
b.​ eating honey 
c.​ collecting nectar 
d.​ looking for Brown Bear 

 

3.​ The following item has two parts. Answer Part A and then answer Part B. 
 

Part A  
Why does Brown Bear attack the tree trunk in paragraph 5 of Passage 1? 

a.​ He wants to get the bees’ honey. 
b.​ He wants to punish the bees. 
c.​ He wants to get away from the bees. 
d.​ He wants to help the bees get honey. 

 

Part B  
Which sentence from the passage best supports the answer to Part A? 

a.​ "He suspected that bees stored their honey in the hollow trunk." 
b.​ "Many bees had left the hive for the meadow this morning." 
c.​ "Brown Bear was very angry and decided to teach the bees a lesson." 
d.​ "Next, he would tear it apart with his teeth and claws. 

 

4.​ Which sentence from paragraph 5 uses nonliteral language? 
a.​ "He would show those nasty little bees!" 
b.​ "More bees flew from the meadow to rescue their hive." 
c.​ "But Bear’s hasty action only caused him more trouble." 
d.​ "Bees swarmed up from the log like a tornado." 

 

5.​ What part of the passage is shown in the illustration? 
a.​ paragraph 3 
b.​ paragraph 4 
c.​ paragraph 5 
d.​ paragraph 6 

 

6.​ What does the word furious mean as it is used in paragraph 6? 
a.​ angry 
b.​ foolish 
c.​ hungry 
d.​ worried 

 

7.​ Which sentence from paragraph 6 uses nonliteral language? 
a.​ "Poor Bear realized, too late, what he had done." 
b.​ "He took off through the forest like his tail was on fire." 
c.​ "Bear reached the river just in time." 
d.​ "Bear was forced to swim across and down the river." 
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Writing Opportunity   
Read the prompt and question below. Then enter your answer in the space provided.  

Imagine your class is going on a special trip, and you get to choose the place!​
Think about your favorite place to visit — it could be a park, a museum, a zoo, a playground, or 
anywhere you love to go. 

Write an opinion piece explaining why your class should take a trip to this place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


