
2nd Grade NTI: Day 1  
 

Name  Teacher  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2nd Grade NTI: Day 1  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

​

​  

 



2nd Grade NTI: Day 1  
Insects 

 
1       Our world has more than one million kinds of insects. Insects fall into two main groups.  
Some insects have wings. Beetles and house flies are insects. They have wings. Other insects do 
not have wings. 
 
2       Insects do not have a backbone. They do not have bones at all. Instead, they have a hard 
outer covering. 
 
3       Every insect’s body has three parts. And all insects have six legs. Bees and ants are insects. 
They have six legs. Spiders are not insects because they have eight legs. Other bugs have even 
more legs. Centipedes have hundreds of legs! They are not insects, either. 
 
4       Insects make up more than 90 percent of living things in the world. That’s a lot of insects! 
 
Choose the best answer to the following questions. 
 

1.​ What is the central idea of the entire text? 
A. Insects have three body parts and sometimes have wings.  
B. The characteristics that make an insect's body.  
C. Why spiders and centipedes have so many legs.  
D. More than 90 percent of living things are insects. 
 

2.​ Draw a line to match the creature to the characteristic described in the text. 
 

Insect A.​ Has eight legs and a hard outer covering. 

Spider B.​ Has six legs and a body with three parts. 

Centipede C.​ Has hundreds of legs and is not an insect. 
 

 
3.​ The author makes a claim that “a centipede is not an insect.” Which reason from the text 

best supports this claim? 
A.​ Centipedes do not have a backbone. 
B.​ Centipedes do not have wings. 
C.​ Centipedes have hundreds of legs. 
D.​ Centipedes make up less than 90 percent of living things. 
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       4.   Read this sentence from the text: “Our world has more than one million kinds of insects.” 
              In this sentence, what does the word kinds mean? 

A.​ Colors of insects 
B.​ Nice insects 
C.​ Different types or sorts 
D.​ Where insects live 

 
 
        5.    Fill in the blanks using information from the text. 
 
A creature is specifically an insect only if its body has ________________________ parts and exactly 

____________________ legs. 

 
6.     Write about an insect that you like or do not like.  Give examples of why you like or do not 
like the insect. 
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2nd Grade NTI: Day 2 
Carla’s Lunch 

1       Carla was late for the bus. Running out of the house, she grabbed her lunchbox 
and flew out the door. She did not want to be tardy for school.  
2       At lunchtime, Carla sat at the end of the table. Annie, Luke, and Jonah sat with 
her. Everyone was smiling and happy. Then Carla opened her lunch box. Where was 
her sandwich? Where was her juice box? Where was her cookie? All she had was a 
small bag of orange slices.  
3       Carla wanted to cry, but she didn’t. She must have grabbed the box before 
Mom had finished packing it. Carla pulled out the bag of orange slices and took a 
bite of one. It was so juicy that juice ran down her cheek. 
4       “Can I have an orange slice?” Luke asked.  
5       Carla didn’t know what to do. If she gave away her oranges, then she would be 
hungry in the afternoon. Still, Luke held out his hand, so she gave him a slice.  
6       “Those oranges look delicious!” said Annie. She held out her hand, too.  
7       As Carla gave Annie a slice, she hoped that Jonah didn’t like oranges.  
8       “Oh, please, can I have one or two slices?” Jonah asked. 
9       Carla offered Jonah two slices, and he took them. That meant she had one 
slice left. She thought, “I’m going to be VERY hungry after lunch.” 
10         Then Luke handed her a juice box. “Here, do you want this? My dad packed 
two for me.”  
11         Annie held out half a sandwich. “I can’t eat this whole thing. Please take it!”  
12       Jonah passed Carla a cookie.  “I have two of these. This one is yours!” 
13       Luke said, “I love sharing, don’t you?” 
14       Carla said, “Yes, I do! Thanks so much, everyone!” 
 
 
Choose the best answer to the following questions. 
 
1. Why did Carla run out of the house? 

A.​ She always ran to school.  
B.​ She had to meet a friend.  
C.​ She was late for the bus. 
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2.  How did Carla feel when she looked into her lunch box? 

A.​ upset  
B.​ excited  
C.​ pleased 

 
3.  Why does Carla not want to share her orange slices? 

A.​ She wanted to save them.  
B.​ They were all she had to eat.  
C.​ Her friends would not share with her. 

 
4.  What does the word tardy mean in paragraph 1? 

A.​ ready 
B.​ late 
C.​ sick 

 
5. What does the word offered mean in paragraph 9? 

A.​ sold  
B.​ fed  
C.​ gave 

 
6.  Who gave Carla half of a sandwich? 

A.​ Luke  
B.​ Annie  
C.​ Jonah 

 
7.  What is the lesson in this story? 

A.​ If you share with others, they will share with you.  
B.​ Running out of the house makes people hungry.  
C.​ Children should pack their own lunch for school. 
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8.  What lesson does Carla learn by the end of the story? Use details from the 
passage to support your answer. 
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Smart Animals 

 

 
 
  
1       Elephants are smart. They have large brains and can learn new 
things. They can figure out problems.  
2      How smart are elephants? Scientists decided to find out. They 
made up an experiment. The scientists placed corn in two buckets on 
the sides of a table. They tied a rope to each side of  the table. 
3     First, they put one elephant near the ropes. The elephant tried to get 
the food by pulling one rope. However, pulling one rope did not work. 
The rope slipped off the table, so the table did not move.  
4       Next, they put two elephants together. Could they solve the 
problem? They did! Both elephants pulled the ropes at the same time. 
The table moved toward them, and they both got food.  
5       The scientists performed the test many times. They found that one 
elephant would even wait for another to help. The elephants learned 
that pulling the rope alone would not get the corn.  
6       This test proved two important things. One, elephants are very 
smart. Two, they know how to work together to solve a problem. 
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Choose the best answer to the following questions. 
 

1.​ What does the word experiment mean in paragraph 2? 
A. a test  
B. a brain 
C. a story 

 
2.​ What is this passage mostly about? 

A.​ what elephants eat  
B.​ how smart elephants are  
C.​ why scientists do experiments 

 
3.  What happened first in the test? 

A.​ The elephants ate the corn.  
B.​ Two elephants pulled two ropes.  
C.​ One elephant pulled one rope. 

 
4.  Look at the picture. Why couldn’t the elephants get the corn 
     without pulling the rope? 

A.​ They could not see the corn until it came closer.  
B.​ A net was between them and the table.  
C.​ The corn was covered with a lid. 

 
5.  What problem were the elephants trying to solve in the experiment? 

A. How to find water in the wild 
B. How to move the table to get the corn 
C. How to untie the ropes from the table 
D. How to share food with each other 

 
6.  Why did the scientists test two elephants together? 

A. To see if they could eat faster 
B. To find out if elephants like corn 
C. To see if they could work together to get the food 
D. To teach them how to pull ropes correctly 
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7.  Imagine that you and a friend or you and your family go to the zoo. The elephants 
are playing together. Write a description of what you see the elephants doing at the 
zoo.  Use details from the passage to support your answer. 
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2nd Grade NTI: Day 4 
The Story of Molly Pitcher 

 

 

1       My name is Mary Hays. My husband, William, was a soldier in the colonial army. 
My job was to carry pitchers of water to the soldiers. They called me “Molly Pitcher.” 
2       On June 28, 1778, our soldiers were in Monmouth, New Jersey. Suddenly, 
British soldiers attacked. William ran to his cannon and began to prepare for the 
battle. It was very hot that day. But he kept at his work. I kept bringing pitchers of 
water to the sweating soldiers. 
3       “Mary!” William called to me. Then he fell to the ground.  
4       I ran to his side. “William, are you hurt?”  
5       He answered in a weak voice. “No, I’m sick. The hot sun is making me sick.”  
6       I pulled him into a shady place where it was cooler. Then I rushed back to his 
cannon. The general rode over on his horse.  
7       “Move away from there!” the general shouted. “It’s not safe! You do not know 
how to use a cannon. You are not strong enough for such work!”  
8       I answered, “I have been watching my husband work this cannon. I know how 
to do it, and I am very strong. I have been carrying heavy water pitchers for months. 
I bring water to the soldiers during battle. I am not afraid.”  
9       He frowned at me and then rode away. I kept working the cannon.   
10      Later, the general rode over to me again. “I was wrong. You are doing a great 
job,” he said. “You are as brave as any soldier here.”  
11         We won that battle against the British. And we later won the war. 
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Choose the best answer to the following questions. 
 
1. What happens to William in this story?  

A. He runs away.   
B. He gets sick.   
C. He falls asleep.  

 
2. Who is telling this story?  

A. Molly Pitcher   
B. William Hays   
C. an army general 

 
3. What does the general do when he first sees Molly Pitcher work the cannon?  

A. He asks her to get more water.  
B. He thanks her for helping.   
C. He tells her to move away.  

 
4. Look at the picture. How does Molly Pitcher most likely feel?  

A. weak  
B. proud   
C. scared 
 

5. The following item has two parts. Answer Part A and then answer Part B.  
 
Part A:  Why does the general’s point of view about Molly change by the end of the 
story?  

A. He feels sorry for her because her husband is sick.   
B. He realizes that Molly is good at using the cannon.   
C. He thinks that all women should be soldiers.  
 

Part B:  Which detail from the passage supports the answer to Part A?  
A. “I answered, ‘I have been watching my husband work  this cannon.’”   
B. “He frowned at me and then rode away. I kept working  the cannon.”   
C. “‘I was wrong. You are doing a great job,’ he said. ‘You are as brave as any 
soldier here.’”  
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6. In paragraph 2, what does the word sweating show?  

A. that the soldiers are tired   
B. that the soldiers are hot   
C. that the soldiers are tough   

 
 
7. How does the author organize the events in the story? 

A. by telling events in time order  
B. by comparing British with colonial soldiers 
C. by asking questions and giving answers 

 
 
Identify the central idea of the passage, “The Story of Molly Pitcher.” Use details 
from the passage to support your answer. 

 
 
 


