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​The Story of Molly Pitcher​

​1       My name is Mary Hays. My husband, William, was a soldier in the colonial army.​
​My job was to carry pitchers of water to the soldiers. They called me “Molly Pitcher.”​
​2       On June 28, 1778, our soldiers were in Monmouth, New Jersey. Suddenly,​
​British soldiers attacked. William ran to his cannon and began to prepare for the​
​battle. It was very hot that day. But he kept at his work. I kept bringing pitchers of​
​water to the sweating soldiers.​
​3       “Mary!” William called to me. Then he fell to the ground.​
​4       I ran to his side. “William, are you hurt?”​
​5       He answered in a weak voice. “No, I’m sick. The hot sun is making me sick.”​
​6       I pulled him into a shady place where it was cooler. Then I rushed back to his​
​cannon. The general rode over on his horse.​
​7       “Move away from there!” the general shouted. “It’s not safe! You do not know​
​how to use a cannon. You are not strong enough for such work!”​
​8       I answered, “I have been watching my husband work this cannon. I know how​
​to do it, and I am very strong. I have been carrying heavy water pitchers for months.​
​I bring water to the soldiers during battle. I am not afraid.”​
​9       He frowned at me and then rode away. I kept working the cannon.​
​10      Later, the general rode over to me again. “I was wrong. You are doing a great​
​job,” he said. “You are as brave as any soldier here.”​
​11         We won that battle against the British. And we later won the war.​
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​Choose the best answer to the following questions.​

​1. What happens to William in this story?​
​A. He runs away.​
​B. He gets sick.​
​C. He falls asleep.​

​2. Who is telling this story?​
​A. Molly Pitcher​
​B. William Hays​
​C. an army general​

​3. What does the general do when he first sees Molly Pitcher work the cannon?​
​A. He asks her to get more water.​
​B. He thanks her for helping.​
​C. He tells her to move away.​

​4. Look at the picture. How does Molly Pitcher most likely feel?​
​A. weak​
​B. proud​
​C. scared​

​5. The following item has two parts. Answer Part A and then answer Part B.​

​Part A:  Why does the general’s point of view about Molly change by the end of the​
​story?​

​A. He feels sorry for her because her husband is sick.​
​B. He realizes that Molly is good at using the cannon.​
​C. He thinks that all women should be soldiers.​

​Part B:  Which detail from the passage supports the answer to Part A?​
​A. “I answered, ‘I have been watching my husband work  this cannon.’”​
​B. “He frowned at me and then rode away. I kept working  the cannon.”​
​C. “‘I was wrong. You are doing a great job,’ he said. ‘You are as brave as any​
​soldier here.’”​



​2nd Grade NTI: Day 4​
​6. In paragraph 2, what does the word sweating show?​

​A. that the soldiers are tired​
​B. that the soldiers are hot​
​C. that the soldiers are tough​

​7. How does the author organize the events in the story?​
​A. by telling events in time order​
​B. by comparing British with colonial soldiers​
​C. by asking questions and giving answers​

​Identify the central idea of the passage, “The Story of Molly Pitcher.” Use details​
​from the passage to support your answer.​


