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​Smart Animals​

​1       Elephants are smart. They have large brains and can learn new​
​things. They can figure out problems.​
​2      How smart are elephants? Scientists decided to find out. They​
​made up an experiment. The scientists placed corn in two buckets on​
​the sides of a table. They tied a rope to each side of  the table.​
​3     First, they put one elephant near the ropes. The elephant tried to​
​get the food by pulling one rope. However, pulling one rope did not​
​work. The rope slipped off the table, so the table did not move.​
​4       Next, they put two elephants together. Could they solve the​
​problem? They did! Both elephants pulled the ropes at the same time.​
​The table moved toward them, and they both got food.​
​5       The scientists performed the test many times. They found that one​
​elephant would even wait for another to help. The elephants learned​
​that pulling the rope alone would not get the corn.​
​6       This test proved two important things. One, elephants are very​
​smart. Two, they know how to work together to solve a problem.​
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​Choose the best answer to the following questions.​

​1.​ ​What does the word experiment mean in paragraph 2?​
​A. a test​
​B. a brain​
​C. a story​

​2.​ ​What is this passage mostly about?​
​A.​ ​what elephants eat​
​B.​ ​how smart elephants are​
​C.​ ​why scientists do experiments​

​3.  What happened first in the test?​
​A.​ ​The elephants ate the corn.​
​B.​ ​Two elephants pulled two ropes.​
​C.​ ​One elephant pulled one rope.​

​4.  Look at the picture. Why couldn’t the elephants get the corn​
​without pulling the rope?​

​A.​ ​They could not see the corn until it came closer.​
​B.​ ​A net was between them and the table.​
​C.​ ​The corn was covered with a lid.​

​5.  What problem were the elephants trying to solve in the experiment?​
​A. How to find water in the wild​
​B. How to move the table to get the corn​
​C. How to untie the ropes from the table​
​D. How to share food with each other​

​6.  Why did the scientists test two elephants together?​
​A. To see if they could eat faster​
​B. To find out if elephants like corn​
​C. To see if they could work together to get the food​
​D. To teach them how to pull ropes correctly​
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​7.  Imagine that you and a friend or you and your family go to the zoo. The elephants​
​are playing together. Write a description of what you see the elephants doing at the​
​zoo.  Use details from the passage to support your answer.​




