
 

Piney Ridge Elementary School

John Code, Principal
Morgan Pratt, Asst. Principal and 504/ADA Bld. Coordinator

6315 Freedom Ave Sykesville, MD 21784 
(410)751-3535 (410)751-3539 Fax

School Hours: 9:15 – 3:45
preattendance@carrollk12.org

Need to contact an administrator? A
teacher? 

Check the Staff Directory!

Keep in Touch!

December 2025 Newsletter 
Dear Piney Ridge Families,

We hope everyone enjoyed a relaxing Thanksgiving break. The break was a good time to
reflect on the things that we are thankful for in our lives. At Piney Ridge, we are thankful for
the great students, supportive families, and hard-working staff. While we are giving thanks,
we also want to give a thank you to the many parents who came out for our two fall parent-
teacher conference nights. Though our fall conference nights are complete, we encourage
parents to contact teachers at any time if there are questions about a student’s progress.

This month, we want to take time to thank our music teachers, Mrs. Thomas and Mr.
Dundore, along with our many student musicians who will perform at our concerts on
December 3rd and December 10th. We also celebrate National Inclusive Schools Week in
early December. Students and staff will have the opportunity to reflect on what makes Piney
Ridge Elementary special.

The mid-term date for the second marking period is December 10th. Parents of students in
PreK through Grade 2 will receive an interim report from the teacher. Parents of students in
grades 3 through 5 are encouraged to check Home Access Center for updated student
grades on or about that date.

Lastly, we want to remind parents to begin thinking about the possibility of inclement
weather and its impact on schools. If an announcement is made about the delay or closing
of schools, this information will be communicated through the CCPS website, School
Messenger emails and/or calls, Channel 21, and other local radio or television stations. It is a
good idea to plan ahead so that your family can be prepared for a delay or closing of
schools with short notice. For more information about inclement weather and schools, click
here.
We wish everybody a safe and healthy month of December!

https://pre.carrollk12.org/about/staff-directory
https://www.carrollk12.org/operation/transportation-services/inclement-weather
https://www.carrollk12.org/operation/transportation-services/inclement-weather


Mrs. Yetman is in need of pull on type pants/legging for girls, all sizes. 

If your child borrowed pants/shorts/tops from the Nurse, please wash and return them
back to the nurse. 

All grade levels should keep an extra pair of leggings or sweat pants in their locker/cubby.
The Nurse has very limited clothing supplies, especially for older students that may have
spills, muddy clothes, etc. 

If your child failed Hearing or Vision screening (Grades PK, K, 1  and 4  were screened in
September), you have received a physical letter at least twice to follow up with the
appropriate care. 

st th

Please send results to the nurse. 

Upcoming Important Dates 

A Note from the Nurse

December 5- International Night
December 9- PTA Meeting @ 7 PM
January 8- PTA Meeting @ 7 PM
January 15- Family Fitness Night

December 12   Early Dismissal begins at 1:00
December 23  Early Dismissal begins at 1:00
December 24- January 2, 2026  School Closed for Winter Break
January 5- Schools Reopen
January 16- Early Dismissal begins at 1:00
January 19- Closed for Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
January 23- Second Marking Period ends
January 26- Schools Closed for Students- Professional Development / End of Marking Period
January 27- Third Marking Period begins

https://www.runpto.com/pto/control_sd_membersignup/


 

 

 

 
 

 

Home Access Center (HAC) is the CCPS parent/student portal that allows you/your
child to access a variety of information.
You can view attendance, student’s e-mail/password, classes, grades, service-learning, and
emergency contact information.
You can register to receive an email anytime your child is absent and receive a weekly
email with your child’s classwork and grades.
 
If you have not yet registered, we encourage you to do so by clicking on this link: HAC
Login
Click the “Request Password” link and follow the directions on-screen.
If you forgot your password, click the “Forgot Password” link and follow the steps.
Home Access Center is also available as a mobile app for both Apple and Android devices
- search keyword: eSchoolPLUS Family. The app will not replace Home Access Center; it is
an additional way to access your child’s information.
 
To receive HAC attendance and gradebook alerts
Go to Home Access Center – if you have more than one student in CCPS, then you will be
prompted to select a student.
After you select the student, let the cursor hover over your name on the top right corner of
the screen.
Click on My Alerts. Check the box for “Classwork Alerts” - you will receive these alerts every
Thursday.
You can also check the box for “Receive Attendance Alerts” - those emails are sent daily if
your child is marked tardy, absent, or has an early dismissal.
Parents who subscribed to receive these alerts last year will need to subscribe again this
year. You will need to follow these steps for each child.
 

Home Access Center

https://www.carrollk12.org/academics/student-and-parent-resources
https://www.carrollk12.org/academics/student-and-parent-resources


Important Dates and 
Frequently Asked Questions

All visitors to the school must come to
the main entrance and ring the doorbell.
Upon entering, proceed to the office to
sign in. Visitors must show a photo ID.

Parents/Guardians may visit during lunch,
after September 16. 

Any school volunteers must complete
CCPS Volunteer Training at least 7 days

prior to volunteering in the school. 

Hungry for more information?
Check our WEBSITE regularly for news,

resources and important topics.

Informational Calendar Student/Parent
Handbook 

Best for answering all of those random questions! Where
to check for snow day info, contacts for resources,

various regulations for reference and more!

Carroll County Public Schools 2025-2026
School Calendar

All the important dates! School closures, early
dismissals and report card distribution 

The Board of Education of Carroll County does not engage in discrimination that is unlawful or contrary to Maryland
State Department of Education guidance on the basis of age, color, genetic information, marital status, mental or physical
disability, ancestry or national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression. The Board

of Education of Carroll County is firmly committed to creating equal employment and educational opportunities for all
persons by providing an environment that supports optimal academic achievement and productive work and is free from

any form of unlawful discrimination, including access to school facilities, educational programs, and extracurricular
activities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:  Director

of Human Resources 125 North Court Street Westminster, MD 21157 (410) 751-3070.

Notice of Non-Discrimination

Volunteers and Visitors

Attendance Reminders
Dismissal Changes

Dismissal changes should be sent to
PREattendance@carrollk12.org no
later than 2 PM for same day
changes.

Family Trips
Family vacations during school days
are strongly discouraged due to the
impact they have on school
performance and grades earned.
With prior approval, absences for
family travel/activities will be
Lawful and students will be
permitted to make up missed work.
If prior approval is not granted, such
absences will be Unlawful.

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carrollk12.org%2Foperation%2Fhuman-resources%2Fvolunteer-programpre.carrollk12.org&data=05%7C02%7Csaholle%40carrollk12.org%7C2a7f48cfee09459fcf1b08dcc874d76b%7C7129111671a641af9ba59b69c9cb3f46%7C0%7C0%7C638605651367006817%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J3msp22qwO9NRRNtix8rlkNub7wFAGzic2Z%2BBpWhoQ0%3D&reserved=0
https://pre.carrollk12.org/about/staff-directory
https://pre.carrollk12.org/
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1755800563/carrollk12org/gamvc54uyumbb4xtrr7n/2025-2026InformationalCalendar-web.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1755800563/carrollk12org/gamvc54uyumbb4xtrr7n/2025-2026InformationalCalendar-web.pdf
https://www.carrollk12.org/about/calendar
https://www.carrollk12.org/about/calendar
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1723737922/carrollk12org/z9xbvnjvb2dpqqxqhgbt/2024-2025SchoolCalendar.pdf


Inclusivity at Piney Ridge
Check out the January Workshops listed below from Tammy Chisholm.
CCPS Family Support Birth Thru 21

January 14- Financial Planning
January 21- What happens to my child’s IEP or 504 if I leave CCPS?
January 27-Traditional vs. Self-Directed with Service Coordination

Piney Reads
See the next page for additional information

Use this link to sign up.

Welcome Back, Mr. Resh!

Thank you for getting the school year off
to a great start in P.E. 

We will miss you, Ms. Fleishall. 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1736949799/?bestFormat=true&k=a%20day%20with%20no%20words&ref_=nb_sb_ss_w_scx-ent-pd-bk-d_de_k0_1_10&crid=1B4JXLWJFH7FU&sprefix=a%20day%20with
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1736949799/?bestFormat=true&k=a%20day%20with%20no%20words&ref_=nb_sb_ss_w_scx-ent-pd-bk-d_de_k0_1_10&crid=1B4JXLWJFH7FU&sprefix=a%20day%20with
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FhEpcaZxr0GbpZtpycs_RkDGB2VJp7VNqZEd63cj3wZUMjRIUlRPNktPQzRVTEg5RFpESkRWRkI1MiQlQCNjPTEu


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please write legibly. 

Family Name: ______________________________________________ 

Youngest Child’s Name (First and last): _______________________________________________________________ 

Youngest Child’s Homeroom Teacher (Last name only): _________________________________________________
 
Number of children from your household participating:_______ 

Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 

Return to media center 12/23/25 

Dear Piney Families, 

We would like to invite Piney Families to join our school wide reading program “Piney Reads”. Our goal
for this program is to provide interested families with a book and an electronic reading packet that they
can read with their children and discuss as a family. Students can continue the discussions casually with
friends throughout the school day. The Piney Ridge PTA generously provides a book for each family that
chooses to participate, and the media staff provides discussion-starting questions/ research/ activities
as well as a schedule of chapters to read during the month of February. The reading packet will be
provided via email, unless parents specifically request a print copy. We will ask some trivia questions on
the morning announcements and participating students can answer questions and enter to win a
drawing for prizes. It is a fun way for our school to read the same book at the same time. As a bonus,
many schools in the area will be reading the same book around the same time frame. Participating
schools are likely to include Carrolltowne, Eldersburg, Freedom, and Linton Springs Elementary. Upon
completion of the book, we would like to invite all participating families join in a culminating activity
hosted by the Carroll County Public Library. 

If interested, please complete the bottom portion of this form, and return it to the media center by:
December 23, 2025. 

More information will be sent directly to you. 

Happy Reading! 

Renee Cross & Kim Sands          
RNCROSS@carrollk12.org  
 

Please note that this is an optional program. There is no need to read the book if the book selected does not suit
your family. This is a fun enriching experience that happens as a result of voluntary hard work on the part of the staff

members involved. Thank you for being flexible and allowing the fun to continue for our school! 






