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Purpose of Desha’s Law
● Named in memory of a WNY student who died from sudden cardiac 

arrest at school
● Aims to ensure every public school in NY has a Cardiac Emergency 

Response Plan (CERP)
● Signed into law July 2025 by Governor Kathy Hochul in partnership 

with advocates like Damar Hamlin



Pre-existing Requirements & Legislation
● (2002) NY Education Law and Public Health Law required all public 

schools to become a Public Access Defibrillator (PAD) provider
○ Requires schools provide AED and training on its use

● (2022) Dominic Murray Sudden Cardiac Arrest Prevention Act

○ Requires schools screen athletes prior to participation in sports, and train 
athletic staff on signs and symptoms of sudden cardiac arrest



Pre-existing Requirements for AEDs
● District is required to provide sufficient number of AED units

● AED units must be clearly marked and accessible

● AEDs must be maintained per manufacturer and health standards



Pre-existing Requirements Training & 
Education

● CPR/AED training must through an approved and accredited 
organization such as the Red Cross or American Heart Association

● At least One staff member shall be trained in CPR/AED and be 
present at all approved school activities/including after school events, 
extra curricular activities and interscholastic sports



Desha’s Law New Requirements
● Cardiac Emergency Response Plan must be included in both:

○ District-wide school safety plans

○ Building-level emergency response plans

● Annual Training on “signs and symptoms of cardiac arrest” must be 
provided to:
○ All staff

○ All students



Cardiac Emergency Response Plan



30 Day Public Comment Period
● Cardiac Emergency Response Plan will be posted on Website for 

Public Review
● Comment Period runs December 16, 2025 to January 16, 2026
● Submit Comments Donald Feldmann, Assistant Superintendent
● dfeldmann@sweethomeschools.org

● Board of Education will vote to approve to adopt the Cardiac 
Emergency Response Plan amendment to the Safety Plan on 
Tuesday, January 20,2026. 

mailto:dfeldmann@sweethomeschools.org


Questions…
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