
 

 
 
Lawhon’s Clark Wins District Spelling Bee 
TUPELO, Miss. — It took a Tupelo Public School District record 27 rounds, but when 
Dotson Clark correctly spelled, M-I-D-A-I-R, he became the 2026 Spelling Bee champion. 
 
He held off Catherine Hinton, a 5th-grader at Lawhon, as the two went head-to-head for 13 
rounds after the other 10 contestants were eliminated. 
 
Finishing third was Santiago Alatorre of Milam. 
 
“I was nervous, and the words became really hard,” the 4th-grader said. “I had studied a lot 
and practiced a lot.” 
 
All three now advance to the Lee County Spelling Bee on Jan. 22, at the Church Street 
Auditorium. 
 
All Participants 
Lawhon Elementary 
Dotson Clark 
Catherine Hinton 
 
Lawndale Elementary 
Mia Gallagher 
Kizari Morris 



 
Milam Elementary 
Santiago Alatorre 
James Quimby 
 
Pierce Street Elementary 
Hudson Guyton 
Luke Mathis 
 
Rankin Elementary 
Ezra Armas 
Harini Kilaru 
 
Tupelo Middle School 
Dola Aiyedun 
Aya Qadous 
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