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Grade Level Age Skill Focus Key Decoding Skills

Kindergarten 
(K)

5-6 The Alphabet 
and Sounds

Learns the names and main sounds for all 
letters. Can put sounds together (blend) to read 
simple words like c-a-t to make cat.

Grade 1 6-7 Short Words 
and Basic 
Rules

Reads simple words fast and easily. Learns to 
read words with two letters that make one 
sound (digraphs), like sh or th. Reads words with 
the silent "e" rule, like make or time.

How We Learn to Decode Words (A Reading Timeline) 

aligns with  research from  Science of Reading



Grade 2 7-8 Vowel Rules and 
Longer Words

Learns about vowel teams where two vowels work 
together (like oa in boat or ee in tree). Starts to 
break longer words into chunks (syllables) to read 
them, like bas-ket.

Grade 3 8-9 Word Parts 
(Prefixes and 
Suffixes)

Uses chunks added to the beginning (prefixes like 
un-) or end (suffixes like -ly) of a word to read it 
and know what it means (e.g., un-happy). Reads 
most words quickly and easily.

Grade 
4-5

9-11 Big Words and 
School Words

Uses all the rules to break down very long words. 
Learns about special Latin  and Greek word parts 
to figure out the meaning of hard school words 
(e.g., bio-logy, tele-scope). Now, reading is mostly 
for learning new things!



To access the sound spelling videos where you can hear and see how the sound is said, you will need to 
choose “Log into Google “ after you click on the picture from the following slides.  Once you log into Google, 
you will need to use your child’s account which is their school email address. 

Para acceder a los videos de ortografía de sonido donde puede escuchar y ver cómo se dice el sonido, 
deberá elegir "Iniciar sesión en Google" después de hacer clic en la imagen de las siguientes diapositivas. 
Una vez que inicie sesión en Google, deberá usar la cuenta de su hijo, que es la dirección de correo 
electrónico de su escuela.

Check the listed accounts. If your child’s account is 
not listed, type your child’s school email address 
where it says, “Use another account”. 

Verifique las cuentas enumeradas. Si la cuenta de su 
hijo no aparece en la lista, escriba la dirección de 
correo electrónico de la escuela de su hijo donde 
dice "Use another account".



Right click on the 
picture & choose 

in order to play the 
video. 

Haga clic derecho 
en la imagen y elijah

para poder 
reproducir el vídeo.
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Double-color border means the picture name and/or the sound is similar in 
English & Spanish. 
El borde de dos colores significa que el nombre de la imagen y/o el sonido 
es similar en inglés y español
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“ Riddle me This”
bike



bike

l    a   k    e

     lake



Digraphs / 
Dígrafos
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Digraphs

the
this
that
these
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Diphthongs / 
Diptongos
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Ready for another word?

¿Listos para otra palabra?



sh     ow      er

    shower
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