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Overview of Today’s Session

What is tested?

(A snapshot of
3rd grade Reading test)
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Perspective

Additional Data Displays
(Correlation: poverty and literacy w/
Bright Spots)
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Public Reporting

Quantitative Scores reported
in 2 ways

\ y,
State and Local Supports

Brief overview of State and

SBCEO supports
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What does the
Smarter Balanced
ELA Assessment

Test?
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Pause: Literacy Scores...????

When you hear: “xx% of our
students are meeting
standard in ELA/ literacy,”

What does that mean to you?
What do you think students are
being asked to do?




smarter A
CLAIMS gALANCED 47A

Overall Claim for Grades 3-8

“Students can demonstrate progress toward college and career readiness in
English language arts and literacy.”

Overall Claim for Grade 11

“Students can demonstrate college and career readiness in English language arts
and literacy.”




SL

Ri

Claim #1 — Reading

“Students can read closely and analytically to comprehend a range of
increasingly complex literary and informational texts.”

Claim #2 — Writing

“Students can produce effective and well-grounded writing for a range
purposes and audiences.”

Contribute to
the overall
performance

claim

Claim #3 — Speaking and Listening

“Students can employ effective speaking and listening skills for a range of
purposes and audiences.”

Claim #4 — Research/Inquiry

“Students can engage in research and inquiry to investigate topics, and to
analyze, integrate, and present information.”
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Claim #1 — Reading

“Students can read closely and analytically to comprehend a range of
increasingly complex literary and informational texts.”

Claim #2 — Writing

“Students can produce effective and well-grounded writing for a range of
purposes and audiences.”

Claim #3 — Speaking and Listening

“Students can employ effective speaking and listening skills for a range of
purposes and audiences.”

Claim #4 — Research/Inquiry

“Students can engage in research and inquiry to investigate topics, and to
analyze, integrate, and present information.”

READING STANDARDS ARE
ASSESSED TN READING &
RESEARCH/INQUIRY
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 CONTENT

[INSTRUM[NTS]

Current

CA Common Core
State Standards for
Literacy (2010)

SMARTER Balanced
Summative Literacy

Assessment
(2015 - present)
Grades 3-8,11

CA State Assessments for Literacy

Former

1998 CAELA
Standards

CAHSEE (2002 - 2015)

HS graduation requirement

CST: CA Standards

Test ELA (2003 -2014)
Grades 2-11




Reading/ ELA (former)

OLD CAHSEE - CA High School Exit Exam

All HS Sophomores used to take it; Graduation Requirement.

Based on the 1998 ELA 8th and 10th grade standards
The ELA portion had 80 multiple choice questions and 1-2 essays

Reading passages: most were approximately 250 - 800 words
MC: 4 responses: A, B,C,D; No penalty for guessing
60% correct to pass

By 2010, 81% of 10th graders passed on the first try.
Suspended in 2015




Reading 0ld Sample Items for High School
OLD CAHSEE - CA High School Exit Exam

OW that the town jg back the other

Ought 5 . N
: bout thig and thep, noddeq His chegt Was burning with
. sudde; every breath vy,
en he

terand thep oo
continyeq Serambling nly hearg several Joy

23. This passage is an example of which of the
following genres of writing?

A anarrative short story
B an informational text
C apersuasive essay

D abiographical essay

Identify the Genre

E%20QUESTION%20%281%29.pdf



https://www.csusb.edu/sites/default/files/CAHSEE%20SAMPLE%20QUESTION%20%281%29.pdf

Reading 0ld Sample ltems for High Schoo
OLD CAHSEE - CA High School Exit Exam

24. Which of the following sentences BEST
explains Jeff’s biggest problem in the
passage?

A He needed to face his fear of losing his
father’s respect.

B He needed to find someone to take him to
the town of Flint.

C He needed to climb the rock-covered hill to
get to the top.

D He needed to face his fear in order to help
his brother.

Conflict/Plot




igh School
. Old Sample ltems for Hl-ghExam
Readlr;;g - CA High School Exit
OLD CAH

LOW that the town i pacy. the other His chegt was buming with every breath, When he
Ought aboyy this anq then nodded, Suddenty heard Severa] Joy,

4 tumed g gp brakeg Squeal

& Repax'r, Fling”

Whar's up?” J

terand thep, continueq Scrambling

ed and ay, «
right belu'ndhim. “Tump j

kind of person
25. What
passage?

ivatin
A understanding and motivating

B aggressive and annoyl.ng
C humorous and entertaining

-
D impatient and anxio

Character Trait




Reading 0ld Sample ltems for 3rd grade
OLD CST - CA Standards Test

(d
Frog and Coyote’s Race Read this sentence from the passage. I o
A Native-American Tale n m
1 One afternoon, Coyote went hunting. He caught a mouse, and later, a squirrel. As a fat rabbit hopped Coyote laughed loudly, “Why shouldn’t ul t
by, Coyote grabbed him too and started home to cook his supper. I help myself to such a tasty morsel?” B He runs away. ‘ O i
2 Suddenly, a large frog landed in front of him. Coyote pounced and pinned Frog to the ground. C He outsmarts Coyote. C
In this sentence, you can tell that a
3 Frog thought quic] e up with a plan. “Brother . morsel is something D He becomes friends with Coyote.
Coyote,” he ¢; ot eat me today!” 2
@/\E A toeat.
ouldn’t I help myself to such Q
4 B tochase.
This passage teaches readers that it is
\ u,” Frog stated. C tolaughat. better to be
ote’s ears twitched. “A
Q 4 D; tahelpiout A fast than slow.

big than little.

Which word BEST describes Coyote in

B
C arabbit than a mouse.
this passage? D

7 Coyote was never able to pass up dares, refuse bets, or miss a
race. He agreed and loped away swiftly to enjoy his dinner. Frog hurried to the lake.

clever than strong.

&, wedkt csosiazo
8 There he told his friends of his bet with Coyote. They laughed, knowing one little frog could never win .
against such a large, strong coyote. Frog hushed them and explained his clever plan. With some help, it B foolish
was certain that Coyote would lose. C afraid
9 In the morning, the animals gathered to watch as Coyote and Frog agreed on the course they would D tricky
run. They were to start at the large stone and circle all the way around the lake. The first one back to the 4
stone would be the winner. When the sun reached the noonday mark, they were off. Coyote sprinted as sz a S I C

quickly as he could. Frog bounded into the grass and waited. Coyote looked behind him. Seeing no sign of
Frog, Coyote was sure he would win. As Coyote was beginning to tire, Frog’s look-alike buddy jumped
onto the course from behind an alder tree ahead. Coyote was surprised to see what he thought was Frog,
and ran even faster, determined to win. Coyote dashed past him and called, “You may be fast, but I'm
faster. I'll wait at the finish line to eat you up, Frog!”

e — Comprehension

B He is in danger.

10 When Coyote came in sight of the finish line, Frog had emerged from his hiding place and easily i
hopped across the line. “You may be fast, Coyote, but I've managed to beat you!” Frog joyfully called out. C He has no friends.

Silently, he added, “With the help of my friends.” D He thinks too slowly.

11 Coyote went home puzzled and hungry again.

Source: 2007 CDE Released Test Questions
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Claim #1 — Reading

“Students can read closely and analytically to comprehend a range of
increasingly complex literary and informational texts.”

Claim #2 — Writing

“Students can produce effective and well-grounded writing for a range of
purposes and audiences.”

Claim #3 — Speaking and Listening

“Students can employ effective speaking and listening skills for a range of
purposes and audiences.”

Claim #4 — Research/Inquiry

“Students can engage in research and inquiry to investigate topics, and to
analyze, integrate, and present information.”

READING STANDARDS ARE
ASSESSED TN READING &
RESEARCH/INQUIRY




smarter A
BALANCED VA Sample ltems

Browse Items

Subject Claims Targets Content Standards

English language 1. Reading 1 3.RI1 3.RL2
arts/literacy
2. Writing 2 3.RIL3 3.RL3

Mathematics
3. Listening 3 3.RIL5 3.RL4

4, Research/Inquiry 4 3.RL1 3RL5

3rd grade Research and Inquiry
Sample item 211997



https://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/Item/200-211997?&isaap=TDS_SCNotepad;TDS_WL_Glossary;TDS_Highlight1;TDS_ExpandablePassages1;TDS_GN1;TDS_ST1;TDS_PS_L0;TDS_CC0;TDS_Masking0;ENU;TDS_ILG0;TDS_BT0;TDS_SLM0;TDS_TTS0;

R| 3rd grade Research and Inquiry
Sample item 211997

Task:
Your class is studying about space. Your teacher ask
students to choose something about space they wol
like to learn more about. You decide you want to
research space travel. You find two sources about th
life of an astronaut.

Read the sources carefully so you will have the

information you will need to write a story on a topic
related to the sources.

Split Screen

Notes  Zoom Out

211997

Choose the boxes to match each sotiice with the idea or ideas that it supports.
Some ideas may have more than one source selected.

Source #1:
What Is an
Astronaut?

Astronauts feel weak when they come back [
from space.

Since objects are also able to float in space,
astronauts can easily lift things in space
that are heavy on Earth.

Astronauts have a special view of Earth
[ —



https://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/Item/200-211997?&isaap=TDS_SCNotepad;TDS_WL_Glossary;TDS_Highlight1;TDS_ExpandablePassages1;TDS_GN1;TDS_ST1;TDS_PS_L0;TDS_CC0;TDS_Masking0;ENU;TDS_ILG0;TDS_BT0;TDS_SLM0;TDS_TTS0;

3rd grade

Ast Jour teacher 3:;):
out sP hey
T <tudying 2° hing ab t spac “nt 0

ask: " in ) abo O t
e Srelstais T Tl Some elements of the READING
r e Length of Passages (1017 words)

r PerfOrmance Task: ~°° the
Vou e #1 ' ) e Sentence Complexity
ve . . . .
S L AT IR » Reading level (Flesch-Kincaid) is 4.5
€erto d th Py lnmg .
What Is an asty.- - ° Backgroynd kqowledge - gravity,
H oy o . scuba, circulation of blood and body
ave yoy ever t++ at \'\appe(-\\nto gpac®

Astronag+- o #2 c\"\bes‘(\\Ne?\ ey 9°

systems, efc.
from sp Tgpene® oo Blgare o 8%, Language Demands of the
s Instructions; Shift in POV
e g St oo Tl gen o Computer Scrolling

: 00 T




ELA Assessment Scores
Released in 2 different ways each fall

Learning : 2024-25 school year

Assessment : Spring 2025

Public Score Release ; September 2025

(% achievement levels)

CA Dashboard Release : November 2025

(Average Distance from standard)




smarter A
BALANCED AVA

Results from assessment instruments are
used to make CLAIMS about

what students know and are able to do

Quantitative scores are translated into
qualitative descriptors of performance,
intended to describe achievement




smarter A
CLAIMS gALANCED 47A

Overall Claim for Grades 3-8

“Students can demonstrate progress toward college and career readiness in
English language arts and literacy.”

Overall Claim for Grade 11

“Students can demonstrate college and career readiness in English language arts
and literacy.”
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Claim #1 — Reading

“Students can read closely and analytically to comprehend a range of
increasingly complex literary and informational texts.”

Claim #2 — Writing

“Students can produce effective and well-grounded writing for a range
purposes and audiences.”

Contribute to
the overall
performance

claim

Claim #3 — Speaking and Listening

“Students can employ effective speaking and listening skills for a range of
purposes and audiences.”

Claim #4 — Research/Inquiry

“Students can engage in research and inquiry to investigate topics, and to
analyze, integrate, and present information.”
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Results from assessment instruments
are used to make CLAIMS about
what students know and are able todo

e

CONTENT

AU

e

)

INSTRUMENT

\_ /

QUANTITATIVE MEASURE

PERFORMANCE DESCRIPTOR




SEPTEMBER
[ FLA/ LITERACY J SCALE SCORE

I (SCALES VARY BY GRADE)

O N )
CONTENT INSTRUMENT

smarter A
BALANCED AVA

A . L . Y, PERFORMANCE DESCRIPTOR

(" )
/Sl(l’[[ll\\ﬁill\\lf,llngR&llli\l,\lG(;\ DMATEL BLANCE ONE OF & LEVELS
lANGUAG’[, R[S[AR(H,’ (C;\zSDE[SSS3M ‘EKNTH)
- ’ J

O kInuiy

(UANTITATIVE MEASURE




r ;
Overall Claim

Composite Achievement B ASLTI\CJ' CI' Egr'AA

Level Descriptors
\ 2026 Descriptors (2025 Descriptors) )

Ad va nced Students consistently demonstrate
advanced grade-level knowledge and
(Standard Exceeded)

skills with deep understanding and a
full range of complexity.

Students consistently demonstrate
proficient grade-level knowledge
and skills with a broad range

of complexity.

Proficient
(Standard Met)

Students demonstrate foundational
grade-level knowledge and skills with
a limited range of complexity.

Grade-level performance with
increasing accuracy and

complexity

Developing
(Standard Nearly Met)

. . : Students do not consistently
M INiMa I demonstrate grade-level knowledge

(Standard Not Met) and skills.




(

Overall Claim

Composite Levels for Reading,
Writing, Speaking & Listening,
\_ Language, Research, and Inquiry )

~

Advanced
(Standard Exceeded)

Proficient
(Standard Met)

Developing
(Standard Nearly Met)

Minimal
(Standard Not Met)

California

SB County

26.53%
Standard

22.29%
S Met
Standard i ./
Exceeded ~ ' N (Level 3)
(Level 4) ‘\g'\z s».?h
48.82% |
Met or |

Exceeded
Standard for

ELA 21.76%

“\._ Standard
29.43% Nearly Met
standard __/ (Level 2)
Not Met
(Level 1)

Met or
Exceeded
Standard for

Source: https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org/caaspp/



https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org/caaspp/

ELA Assessment Scores
were Released Again on the

Dashboard (November 13, 2025)

k -
SANTA BARBARA
County Education Office
Susan €, Sakido, Superinzendent
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November
[ ELA/ LITERACY J SCALE SCORE

I (SCALES VARY BY GRADE)

O N )
CONTENT INSTRUMENT

smarter A
BALANCED AVA

A . L . Y, PERFORMANCE DESCRIPTOR

e )

4 mmwe,lwamwc,\ SMARTER BALANCED AVERAGE DISTANCE
SPEAING, LISTENING, ASSESSMENT FAOM STANDARD
LANGUAGE, RESEARCH, (CRADES 1-1 m

\_ ’ ),

O kInuiy

(UANTITATIVE MEASURE




September November

PERFORMANCE DESCRIPTOR PERFORMANCE DESCRIPTOR

ACHIEVEMENT LE DISTANCE om STANDARD

| PERCENT IN EACH LEY ] | AVERAGE DISTANE = |

Color reflects
status and
change

Average != ello
8.1 points below standard
Change from ? Increase in
previous year

Purpose - Results for Analysis Purpose - Results for Accountability




Analyzing,
Interpreting, and

Using the Assessment
Results
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Data Tools, Supports, and Displays

~
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SBCEO C&l Creates Custom, Dynamic Search and

‘About this tool

CALIFORNIA STATE, 2025
California District Dashboard At-A-Glance
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Making Meaning of the Data
Correlation and Bright Spots




Correlation between Poverty and Literacy in Schools  /

Bright Spots

These Schools Are
Beating the Odds in
Teaching Kids to Read

New analysis compares literacy vs. poverty rates for
10,000 districts, 42,000 schools and 3 million kids. Is
your school a Bright Spot?

Article by Chad Aldeman November 2025
Data tool by Eammon Fitzmaurice

https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read

> -
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https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read

Correlation between Poverty and Literacy in Schools

Reading Scores vs. Poverty Level in
The74 41,883 U.S. Schools

[california [Select a School District

100%

00

3rd grade reading proficiency
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Percentage of families in poverty

https://www.the74million.org/a 0%
rticle/these-schools-are-beatin More Affluent Less Affluent

g-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-
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) .y



https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read
https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read
https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read
https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read
https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read/
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Correlation between Poverty and Literacy in Schools 2.
) .y

Reading Scores vs. Poverty Level in

i 41,883 U.S. School
Each state has its own chools
“ — [Calffornia v [Select a School District 9
measure of “3rd grade

100%
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Any school below the line -
worse than predicted

The74



https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read/
https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read

Bright Spots - Beating the Odds ot

Washington Elementary

School District: Santa Barbara Unified

Poverty Level: 45% | Students Tested: 58

Reading Proficiency

Actual: S 75,
Expected: I 527

Franklin Elementary

School District: Santa Barbara Unified

Poverty Level: 20% | Students Tested: 57

Reading Proficiency

Actual: I 197
Expected: NN 7.

Aliso Elementary

School District: Carpinteria Unified

Poverty Level: 79% | Students Tested: 47

Reading Proficiency

Actual: T 0
Expected: NN 37

https://www.the74million.org/bright-spots-us-literacy-map/#

~

Susan C. Salcido, Superintendent

District Article and interactive map

Which School Districts Do the Best Job of Teaching Kids to Read? — The 74

Hope Elementary
Poverty Level: 25% | Enroliment: 229

Reading Proficiency

Actual: I 66%
Expected: [ 287%

© Hope Elementary



https://www.the74million.org/bright-spots-us-literacy-map/#
https://www.the74million.org/article/which-school-districts-do-the-best-job-of-teaching-kids-to-read/

A Sampling of Support:
State and Local

Investments in Literacy

k -
SANTA BARBARA
County Education Office
Susan C, Sakido, Superintendent
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The Golden

Established but not yet implemented

Current Major California Literacy Initiatives

P, + E Where the state currently is in
COVID-19 P State of g | g tation

California Dyslexia Initiative ($4 million)

UCSF Dyslexia Inifiative ($28.7 million)

Federal Comprehensive Literacy State
Development Grant ($37.5 + $38 million)

Early Literacy Support Block Grant
($50 million)

Expert Lead in Literacy ($3 million)

Learning Acceleration Grant
($50 million)

Reading Instruction and Intervention
Grant ($10 million)

Strengthen Literacy Preparation for
Teacher Candidates (SB 488)

State

Literacy
Plan

Literacy Coaches and Reading
Specialists ($225 million)

Literacy Coaches/Reading Specialists
Educator Training Grant ($25 million)

Universal Screening for Risk of Reading
Difficulties - All K-2 Grade Students

Additional Funding for Literacy Coaches
and Reading Specialists ($250 million)

State Literacy Roadmap

2019 2020 2021 2022 | 2023 2024 2025



https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/The-Golden-State-Literacy-Plan.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/The-Golden-State-Literacy-Plan.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/The-Golden-State-Literacy-Plan.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/The-Golden-State-Literacy-Plan.pdf

Literacy Coaches & Reading Specialists Grant

K-3 295% Undup. School-level (refuse by Sept. 30) $$_ Grant Funds

Student Support & Professional Development Discretionary Block Grant a ': Learning Resources
Tk-12; Based on ADA; District-level; Allocations Pending

= Teaching Resources

RDRS Literacy Professional Development Programs
Funding Tk-5; Based on FTE Tk-5;
K-2;pending Approved programs posted by Sept. 30, 2026

ELA/ELD Adoption Follow Up Selection
K-8; SBE Approved List
Anticipated Nov. 2026

ELA/ELD Adoption Follow Up Implementation
K-8



#
#
#
#
#
#

/
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Reading Instruction & Intervention Grant SANTA BARBARA
Lead: Contra Costa; Project Arise q ® County Educarion Office

2025-26 Offerings Flyer \
Supporting Adolescent Lit; RDRS Series; Diverse Needs - MLLs; Diverse Needs

Literacy Coaches & Reading Specialists Educator Training (LCRSET)
Lead: SCOE; 25-26 Focus: Evidence-based practices to support
Multi-lingual Learners (MLLs)

a % Comprehensive Literacy State Development (CLSD) Grant
3 Grants to COE Lead/Consortium; 3 Priority Areas - SBCEO chosen as a partner on 2 (Tk-5 and 6-12)

RLAA Credential Authorization Grant

SB County - Provides funds for 75 teachers to get literacy
specialist authorization

$ RLAA Expansion grant in final stages (with Math specialists added)
Will allow for a total of 120 teachers to earn literacy specialist authorization



#
#
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGtrLyxzXE/NP7bhHQSl2xKT2vMt8eq6w/view?utm_content=DAGtrLyxzXE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h21cfe130e2
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGw8THHa2A/BBsgTKsU-mkODEGWXO40IA/view?utm_content=DAGw8THHa2A&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hbe0d91357e
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGwXtbkjgE/NiesOFsOHk7IWPhvRrRK3Q/view?utm_content=DAGwXtbkjgE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h53844092d1
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGw9xZrEa8/G64brw0d4szHOP9j9O4LIw/view?utm_content=DAGw9xZrEa8&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h5b46630e79
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGw-bNVVg8/QfMKd37TZyMNTOvOy5HNyA/view?utm_content=DAGw-bNVVg8&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h9039849380

-~
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SBCEO Universal Supports in theracy

Project or Initiative Purpose/Goal Grade(s)

Language Education Networking; BCN updates: language development PD (D-ELD, I-ELD, District leads supporting ELs Tk-12
Network World Language), ELPAC

RDRS Network Implementation of Education Code Section 53008; networking; MTSS; District leads supporting
intervention systems; assessment systems assessment, literacy

Reading & Literacy Added Increase # educators who have attained a Reading & Literacy Added Teachers identified by LEAs
Authorization Grant Authorization on their credential in SB County
Administrator

Bilingual Authorization Increase educators qualified to teach ELD and Primary Language Teachers
Program (BAP) Development

BTPDP Professional learning for teachers centered around ELD, DLI instructors, ELD instructors
- Funding for BAP Dual-Immersion programs, Bilingual Education, World Languages, BAP
- DLI Institute Funding
- GLAD Training

P-3 Learning Progressions: Provide introduction/orientation to P-3 Learning Progressions; District admin/leadership, site
Language & Literacy re-engage educators in ELA/ELD Framework; support vertical leaders, teacher leaders
articulation; practical application samples
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Overview of Today’s Session

What is tested?

(A snapshot of
3rd grade Reading test)

\

Perspective

Additional Data Displays
(Correlation: poverty and literacy w/
Bright Spots)
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Public Reporting

Quantitative Scores reported
in 2 ways
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State and Local Supports

Brief overview of State and
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Questions and Remarks

THANK YOU

SANTA BarBARA
County Education Office
Susan C, Sakido, Superineendent

Ellen Barger
ebarger@sbceo.org




