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Overview of Today’s Session

What is tested?
(A snapshot of 

3rd grade Reading test)

Quantitative Scores reported 
in 2 ways  

CONTENT Public Reporting

Brief overview of State and 
SBCEO supports

State and Local Supports

Additional Data Displays
(Correlation: poverty and literacy w/ 

Bright Spots)  

Perspective



What does the 
Smarter Balanced 
ELA Assessment 

Test?



Pause:  Literacy Scores…???? 

When you hear: “xx% of our 
students are meeting 
standard in ELA/ literacy,”

What does that mean to you?
What do you think students are  
being asked to do?  
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Reading Standards are 
Assessed in Reading & 

Research/Inquiry



CONTENT

Instruments

CA State Assessments for Literacy

1998 CA ELA 
Standards

CA Common Core 
State Standards for 

Literacy (2010 )

CST: CA Standards 
Test ELA (2003 - 2014) 

Grades 2-11

SMARTER Balanced 
Summative Literacy 

Assessment 
(2015 - present) 

Grades 3-8,11

CAHSEE(2002 - 2015) 
HS graduation requirement 

FormerCurrent



OLD CAHSEE - CA High School Exit Exam
Reading/ ELA   (former)

All HS Sophomores used to take it; Graduation Requirement. 

Based on the 1998 ELA 8th and 10th grade standards
The ELA portion had 80 multiple choice questions and 1-2 essays
Reading passages: most were approximately 250 - 800 words
MC: 4 responses: A, B,C,D; No penalty for guessing
60% correct to pass

By 2010, 81% of 10th graders passed on the first try.
Suspended in 2015 



OLD CAHSEE - CA High School Exit Exam
Reading Old Sample Items for High School 

Identify the Genre

Source: https://www.csusb.edu/sites/default/files/CAHSEE%20SAMPLE%20QUESTION%20%281%29.pdf

https://www.csusb.edu/sites/default/files/CAHSEE%20SAMPLE%20QUESTION%20%281%29.pdf


OLD CAHSEE - CA High School Exit Exam
Reading Old Sample Items for High School 

Conflict/Plot



OLD CAHSEE - CA High School Exit Exam
Reading Old Sample Items for High School 

Character Trait



OLD CST - CA Standards Test
Reading Old Sample Items for 3rd grade 

Short piece of 

text

4 option multiple choice

Basic 
Comprehension

Source: 2007 CDE Released Test Questions 
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Reading Standards are 
Assessed in Reading & 

Research/Inquiry



3rd grade Research and Inquiry
Sample item 211997

https://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/Item/200-211997?&isaap=TDS_SCNotepad;TDS_WL_Glossary;TDS_Highlight1;TDS_ExpandablePassages1;TDS_GN1;TDS_ST1;TDS_PS_L0;TDS_CC0;TDS_Masking0;ENU;TDS_ILG0;TDS_BT0;TDS_SLM0;TDS_TTS0;


3rd grade Research and InquiryRI
Sample item 211997
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Task for after reading

Instructions and 2 articles

https://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/Item/200-211997?&isaap=TDS_SCNotepad;TDS_WL_Glossary;TDS_Highlight1;TDS_ExpandablePassages1;TDS_GN1;TDS_ST1;TDS_PS_L0;TDS_CC0;TDS_Masking0;ENU;TDS_ILG0;TDS_BT0;TDS_SLM0;TDS_TTS0;


Some elements of the READING
● Length of Passages (1017 words)
● Sentence Complexity
● Reading level (Flesch-Kincaid) is 4.5
● Background knowledge  - gravity, 

scuba, circulation of blood and body 
systems, etc.

● Language Demands of the 
Instructions; Shift in POV

● Computer Scrolling

3rd grade
 



ELA Assessment Scores
Released in 2 different ways each fall

             Learning : 2024-25 school year

             Assessment : Spring 2025

   : September 2025

 : November 2025

 

Public Score Release  
(% achievement levels)

CA Dashboard Release 
(Average Distance from standard)



Results from assessment instruments are 
used to make CLAIMS about 

what students know and are able to do 

Quantitative scores are translated into 
qualitative descriptors of performance, 

intended to describe achievement



CLAIMS
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Contribute to 
the overall 

performance
claim 



Results from assessment instruments 
are used to make CLAIMS about 

what students know and are able to do 

CONTENT Instrument
Quantitative Measure

Performance descriptor



Quantitative Measure

Reading,  Writing,
Speaking, Listening, 
Language, Research, 

& Inquiry

Smarter Balanced 
Assessment 

(Grades 3-8, 11)
One of 4 levels

Performance descriptor
InstrumentCONTENT

ELA/ Literacy Scale Score
(Scales vary by grade) 

SEPTEMBER



Overall Claim 
Composite Achievement 

Level Descriptors 
2026 Descriptors (2025 Descriptors)

4

3

2

1

Advanced
(Standard Exceeded)

Proficient
(Standard Met)

Developing
(Standard Nearly Met)

Minimal
(Standard Not Met)



Overall Claim 
Composite Levels for Reading, 

Writing, Speaking & Listening, 
Language, Research, and Inquiry  

4

3

2

1
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2025

Source: https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org/caaspp/ 

Advanced
(Standard Exceeded)

Minimal
(Standard Not Met)

Proficient
(Standard Met)

Developing
(Standard Nearly Met)

https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org/caaspp/


ELA Assessment Scores 
were Released Again on the 

Dashboard (November 13, 2025)



Quantitative Measure

Reading,  Writing,
Speaking, Listening, 
Language, Research, 

& Inquiry

Smarter Balanced 
Assessment 

(Grades 3-8, 11)

Average Distance 
from Standard

Performance descriptor
InstrumentCONTENT

ELA/ Literacy Scale Score
(Scales vary by grade) 

November



Achievement Level

Performance descriptor Performance descriptor
NovemberSeptember

Distance from Standard

Percent in each level Average Distance ±

Purpose - Results for Analysis Purpose - Results for Accountability

Color reflects 
status and 

change

Average ±

Change from 
previous year



Analyzing, 
Interpreting, and 

Using the Assessment 
Results 



Data Tools, Supports, and Displays
SBCEO C&I  Creates Custom, Dynamic Search and 

Display Tools for our LEAs

Tools and 
Supports for 
Analysis and 

Action



Making Meaning of the Data 
Correlation and Bright Spots



Correlation between Poverty and Literacy in Schools

https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read 

Article by Chad Aldeman November 2025
Data tool by Eammon Fitzmaurice

https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read


Correlation between Poverty and Literacy in Schools

https://www.the74million.org/a
rticle/these-schools-are-beatin
g-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-
read  

Percentage of families in poverty
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https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read
https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read
https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read
https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read
https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read/


Correlation between Poverty and Literacy in Schools

https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read 

Any school above the line - 
better than predicted 

Any school below the line - 
worse than predicted 

Each state has its own 
measure of “3rd grade 
reading proficiency”
(SBAC in CA) 

Positive 
Outliers

https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read/
https://www.the74million.org/article/these-schools-are-beating-the-odds-in-teaching-kids-to-read


Bright Spots - Beating the Odds

https://www.the74million.org/bright-spots-us-literacy-map/#

District Article and interactive map
Which School Districts Do the Best Job of Teaching Kids to Read? – The 74

https://www.the74million.org/bright-spots-us-literacy-map/#
https://www.the74million.org/article/which-school-districts-do-the-best-job-of-teaching-kids-to-read/


A Sampling of Support: 
State and Local 

Investments in Literacy  



The Golden 
State 

Literacy 
Plan 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/The-Golden-State-Literacy-Plan.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/The-Golden-State-Literacy-Plan.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/The-Golden-State-Literacy-Plan.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/The-Golden-State-Literacy-Plan.pdf


2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29

Student Support & Professional Development Discretionary Block Grant
Tk-12; Based on ADA; District-level; Allocations Pending

Literacy Coaches & Reading Specialists Grant
K-3  ≥ 95% Undup. School-level (refuse by Sept. 30)

2029-30

Literacy Professional Development Programs
Tk-5; Based on FTE Tk-5; 

Approved programs posted by Sept. 30, 2026

LREBG
Tk-12; Evidence-based intervention; Included in LCAP

RDRS 
Funding

K-2;pending

ELA/ELD Adoption Follow Up Selection

K-8; SBE Approved List 
Anticipated Nov. 2026

ELA/ELD Adoption Follow Up Implementation 
K-8

$$

$$

$$= Grant Funds

$$

$$

= Learning Resources

$$

= Teaching Resources

#
#
#
#
#
#


2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29

Comprehensive Literacy State Development (CLSD) Grant
3 Grants to COE Lead/Consortium; 3 Priority Areas - SBCEO chosen as a partner on 2 (Tk-5 and 6-12)

Literacy Coaches & Reading Specialists Educator Training (LCRSET)
Lead: SCOE; 25-26 Focus: Evidence-based practices to support 

Multi-lingual Learners (MLLs)

2029-30

Reading Instruction & Intervention Grant
Lead: Contra Costa; Project Arise

2025-26 Offerings Flyer
Supporting Adolescent Lit; RDRS Series; Diverse Needs - MLLs; Diverse Needs

RLAA Credential Authorization Grant
 SB County - Provides funds for 75 teachers to get literacy 

specialist authorization

RLAA Expansion grant in final stages (with Math specialists added)
 Will allow for a total of 120 teachers to earn literacy specialist authorization

$$

#
#
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGtrLyxzXE/NP7bhHQSl2xKT2vMt8eq6w/view?utm_content=DAGtrLyxzXE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h21cfe130e2
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGw8THHa2A/BBsgTKsU-mkODEGWXO40IA/view?utm_content=DAGw8THHa2A&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hbe0d91357e
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGwXtbkjgE/NiesOFsOHk7IWPhvRrRK3Q/view?utm_content=DAGwXtbkjgE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h53844092d1
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGw9xZrEa8/G64brw0d4szHOP9j9O4LIw/view?utm_content=DAGw9xZrEa8&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h5b46630e79
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGw-bNVVg8/QfMKd37TZyMNTOvOy5HNyA/view?utm_content=DAGw-bNVVg8&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h9039849380


Project or Initiative Purpose/Goal Audience Grade(s)

Language Education 
Network

Networking; BCN updates: language development PD (D-ELD, I-ELD, 
World Language), ELPAC

District leads supporting ELs Tk-12

RDRS Network Implementation of Education Code Section 53008; networking; MTSS; 
intervention systems; assessment systems

District leads supporting 
assessment, literacy

K-2

Reading & Literacy Added 
Authorization Grant 
Administrator

Increase # educators who have attained a Reading & Literacy Added 
Authorization on their credential in SB County

Teachers identified by LEAs Tk-12

Bilingual Authorization 
Program (BAP)

Increase educators qualified to teach ELD and Primary Language 
Development

Teachers Tk-12

BTPDP
- Funding for BAP
- DLI Institute
- GLAD Training

Professional learning for teachers centered around ELD, 
Dual-Immersion programs, Bilingual Education, World Languages, BAP 
Funding

DLI instructors, ELD instructors Tk-12

P-3 Learning Progressions: 
Language & Literacy

Provide introduction/orientation to P-3 Learning Progressions; 
re-engage educators in ELA/ELD Framework; support vertical 
articulation; practical application samples

District admin/leadership, site 
leaders, teacher leaders

Tk-3rd

SBCEO Universal Supports in Literacy



Project or Initiative Purpose/Goal Audience Grade(s)

Language Education 
Network

Networking; BCN updates: language development PD (D-ELD, I-ELD, 
World Language), ELPAC

District leads supporting ELs Tk-12

RDRS Network Implementation of Education Code Section 53008; networking; MTSS; 
intervention systems; assessment systems

District leads supporting 
assessment, literacy

K-2

Reading & Literacy Added 
Authorization Grant 
Administrator

Increase # educators who have attained a Reading & Literacy Added 
Authorization on their credential in SB County

Teachers identified by LEAs Tk-12

Bilingual Authorization 
Program (BAP)

Increase educators qualified to teach ELD and Primary Language 
Development

Teachers Tk-12

BTPDP
- Funding for BAP
- DLI Institute
- GLAD Training

Professional learning for teachers centered around ELD, 
Dual-Immersion programs, Bilingual Education, World Languages, BAP 
Funding

DLI instructors, ELD instructors Tk-12

P-3 Learning Progressions: 
Language & Literacy

Provide introduction/orientation to P-3 Learning Progressions; 
re-engage educators in ELA/ELD Framework; support vertical 
articulation; practical application samples

District admin/leadership, site 
leaders, teacher leaders

Tk-3rd

SBCEO Universal Supports in Literacy
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Questions and Remarks

Ellen Barger
ebarger@sbceo.org


