
Welcome! We 
are glad you are 
here ☺ 

Please register your attendance by using the QR 
code. 

12/10/2025 Wadsworth HS: Academic Lab



Scholarship Strategies & 
Resources

Financing Your Postsecondary Education



Goals of Session

•Understand sources of FREE 
money and role of FAFSA to 
access
•Learn where and how to search 
for scholarships
•Know how to create YOUR plan

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Role of FAFSA in Scholarships

� FREE online application
� Demographic & financial 

information
� Gives federal and state 

governments and colleges a 
baseline for measuring student 
need

� Completed every year that the 
student intends to enroll in 
college

� Eligibility for student loans

� Potential eligibility for work-study

� Potential eligibility for Pell grant

� Required by some colleges for 
scholarship consideration

What is It? Why Do It?



Scholarships

Scholarships can be 
❖ MERIT-BASED

❖ NEED-BASED 
❖ CIRCUMSTANCE-BASED

 (or combination)

Scholarships DO NOT 
need to be repaid!



Tips for Scholarship Searching

Think LOCAL

Local civic organizations, 
your high school, and your 
place of employment all 
might offer scholarships.

Some local scholarships 
offer very competitive odds 
because the applicant pool 
is small.

Think SPECIFIC

Scholarships are available 
for students based on a wide 
variety of criteria:

• Academic Achievement 

• Certain Majors and 
Cohorts

• Underrepresented 
Students

Think EASY

Apply to the most obvious 
scholarships first.

You can apply to multiple 
scholarships using the same 
essay (but make sure you are 
answering the prompt)

Scholarships aren’t scary, just a 
lot of work



The Scholarship Search: Strategies 

•Start early
•Be aware of deadlines
•Understand what is required for 
submission; don’t count yourself out 
("required" vs. "preferred")
•Have a plan and follow through
•Document your work



Three Types 
of 

Scholarships

1. Local/ 
Regional

Ex.:High-school
; local civic 
groups, area 
hospitals, 
professional 
organizations

2. College-specific

3. National
Ex.: FastWeb, 
College Board, 
Peterson’s



1. Local/Regional Scholarship Resources

Medina County District Library: https://www.mcdl.info/

SchooLinks: Check the “district” tab

Wadsworth High School

Area community/civic organizations

Employer/Parent’s Employer

College Now Medina Scholarship Spreadsheet Click Here

https://www.mcdl.info/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lciEYhIOsp3-t65y2yZolk99a6ms-rSEah5ZZJRrArw/edit?gid=6126969#gid=6126969


2. College-Specific

• The colleges to which you are applying

• Typically, largest single source of 
scholarship dollars

• Merit scholarships: “automatic 
consideration”

• Need to research all opportunities 
carefully:
❖ Collegewide Opportunities – e.g., 

President’s Award
❖ Department-Specific Awards
❖ Scholarship Databases



Merit Scholarships

• Merit Scholarships are 
typically renewable 
for 3 additional years. 

• Each scholarship will 
have its own set of  
renewal 
requirements.

• Know the 
requirements for 
renewal!



College Scholarship Types

•Merit-Based – academics 
and/or achievements 
(talent, extracurricular and 
community service)
•Need-Based – student’s 
and/or family’s financial 
need 
•Career-Based – pursuing a 
specific career



3. National Sites

Countless free 
scholarship sites 

online
Largest applicant 

pool –someone will 
win!

Recommend 
selecting 1-2 sites to 

use routinely

Will make an 
account and will 
receive targeted 

scholarship 
opportunities

Variety of 
scholarship 

types/requirements

You should never 
have to pay to 

access or apply to a 
scholarship

https://Collegenowgc.org

https://collegenowgc.org/


Sample Plans that have worked for 
winners:

# applied per week

Specific times/days

Research ____ and apply for ____

Create Your Plan



Beware!

• Not all scholarship providers have your best 
interest in mind!
• Watch out for: 

• Application Fees
• Guaranteed Winnings
• Too-good-to-be-true offers
• Requests for Social Security 
Number/other personal financial 
information



Jackson Stuff
216.452.2665
jstuff@collegenowgc.org

For appointments: 
https://outlook.office.com/book/WadsworthHighSchool@college
nowgc.org/?ismsaljsauthenabled 

https://outlook.office.com/book/WadsworthHighSchool@collegenowgc.org/?ismsaljsauthenabled
https://outlook.office.com/book/WadsworthHighSchool@collegenowgc.org/?ismsaljsauthenabled

