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Each year at this time, I am reminded of the deep appreciation
I have for serving our school community as your superintendent.
As we move through the 2025-2026 school year, I continue to
be inspired by the generosity, hard work, and resilience shown
by our students, staff, and families. The character of our Jackson
Local community remains one of our district’s greatest strengths.

Already this year, our students have embraced service
opportunities across the district – well ahead of our Senior Service

Day in May when they will invest about 2,000 hours of volunteer work into our
neighborhoods, senior center, parks, and more. In a meaningful community effort,
groups including Student Council, Jackson School for the Arts, Jackson Academy
for Global Studies, National Honors Society, and others worked together this fall
to support local families. Through fundraising and donations, they provided
clothing and gifts for 110 families, touching the lives of more than 500 individuals.

Our Student Council raised more than $30,000 to fund this initiative, largely
through the homecoming dance. It reflects months of planning and the dedication
of our school staff and students. We are grateful for their commitment to serving
others.

We are also thankful for the continued support of our Jackson community. Your
investment in our schools allows us to provide exceptional learning opportunities
for students while maintaining responsible fiscal practices. According to the Ohio
Department of Education and Workforce’s Cupp Report, Jackson Local Schools
remains the most efficient district in administrative, instructional, and overall per-
pupil spending among 20 comparable districts in Ohio.

This recognition speaks directly to our commitment to stewardship. Using resources
wisely, planning carefully, and prioritizing students in every decision we make,
ensures that we can maintain high-quality programming, protect classroom
resources, and preserve the excellence that defines Jackson Local Schools. Our
educational community’s partnership is admired throughout the region – and it
is one of the reasons Jackson Township remains one of Northeast Ohio’s most
desirable places to live, work, and raise a family.

ACADEMICS, ARTS, AND ATHLETIC PERFORMANCES
As we approach the midpoint of the 2025-2026 school year, our students have
already showcased remarkable achievements in academics, the arts, and athletics.

We are proud to recognize several Jackson High School students who earned

distinction through the National Merit Scholarship Program. Brenna Charlick,
Warner Parks, Manav Rawal, and Josh Walter have been named National Merit
Semifinalists, and Edward Bentler, Ray Cho, Ellianna Spears, and Allison Theis have
been recognized as National Merit Commended Students. Their achievements
reflect the important combination of hard work, academic curiosity, and the
strong support of our teachers, families, and community. These honors serve as
an important reminder of the excellence that continues to flourish in Jackson
Local Schools.

This fall, the Jackson School for the Arts staged an extraordinary production of
The Phantom of the Opera in our beautiful Jackson Center for the Performing
Arts. It was a perfect way to kick off the 25th anniversary year of the Jackson
School for the Arts. Playing to sold-out audiences, this show included hundreds
of students – performers, musicians, technicians, designers, and crew members
– who together delivered a professional-quality production. Their dedication and
artistry reflect the exceptional opportunities we strive to provide through arts
education in Jackson Local Schools.

Our fall athletics season brought similar success. We extend congratulations to
our girls soccer, volleyball (shown below), girls tennis, and boys and girls cross
country teams for earning Federal League championships. Their accomplishments
reflect the dedication of our student-athletes, the guidance of our coaches, and
the support of our families. We also proudly celebrate our volleyball team for
securing another district final championship and achieving an impressive Elite
Eight finish. Their postseason run embodies the perseverance and excellence we
see across our programs. Our boys and girls cross country teams delivered top
20 finishes at the state meet.

As our winter sports season progresses – including boys and girls basketball, boys
and girls bowling, boys and girls swimming and diving, wheelchair basketball,
wrestling, gymnastics, and competitive cheer – we look forward to cheering on
our Polar Bears in the months ahead.

In closing, I extend my sincere appreciation to everyone who contributes to
making Jackson Local Schools a place where students thrive – our families, staff,
and community partners. Thank you for your continued support. Together, we
carry forward a tradition of excellence, opportunity, and Polar Bear Pride in Jackson
Local Schools.

Superintendent Chris DiLoreto: Inspired by Our Jackson Community
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Jackson High students from National Honor Society, Student Council, JAGS and JSA volunteer time to put together gifts and baskets

for Jackson families for the holidays. Student Council raised more than $30,000 from the homecoming dance to provide these

items for families at the holidays.

Members of the Jackson High School volleyball team meet one last time after finishing as runners-up in the Regional Finals

(Elite Eight) to end the fall sports season.
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Jackson Local Board of Education
The 2025-2026 Jackson Local Board of Education members meet monthly during the calendar year. The members are:

Board President Lia Jones, Esq., Vice President Scott Gindlesberger, Christopher Goff, Esq., Tom Winkhart, Esq., Tonya Wright.

TOM WINKHART began his
first term on the board in 2002
and has been re-elected to the
board five times. He holds a
bachelor’s degree in
economics from the University
of Toledo and a juris doctor
degree from the University of
Akron School of Law. He is
president of the law firm of
Winkhart Law Group and also
of Cornerstone Real Estate Title
Company. Tom and his wife,
Janelle, have five children, who
have graduated from Jackson
High School.

TONYA WRIGHT was appointed
to the Board of Education in June
2020 and was elected to the
Board in November 2021. She has
a track record dedicated to
servant leadership in Jackson and
Stark County. Tonya graduated
cum laude from the University of
Akron with a bachelor of arts
degree in business and
organizational communications
in 1992. She earned her master’s
degree in business administration
from Kent State University in 2000,
while working full-time. She has
served in various corporate
leadership roles, most recently
product marketing manager at
Diebold-Nixdorf. She also was an
adjunct instructor at Stark State
College in the business
department. Mrs. Wright and her
husband, Mark, have two
daughters, Anna, a Jackson High
School graduate, and Ava, a
Jackson Local student.

CHRISTOPHER GOFF began his
first term in January 2008 and
has been re-elected three times.
He holds a bachelor of science
degree in business
administration, with a major in
finance from Ohio Northern
University, a master’s degree in
political science from The
University of Akron, and a juris
doctor degree from The
University of Akron School of
Law. He is Chairman, President
and CEO of Employers Health
and spent ten years as an adjunct
professor of law at The University
of Akron School of Law and two
years as an adjunct professor at
Northeast Ohio Medical School.
Mr. Goff and his wife have three
adult children who graduated
from Jackson Local Schools.

SCOTT GINDLESBERGER was
elected to the board in 2004
and has been re-elected four
times. Mr. Gindlesberger holds
a bachelor of arts degree from
the University of Mount Union
and a master's degree in finance
from the University of Akron.
He is a Senior Vice President
with Stifel Nicolaus. Mr.
Gindlesberger and his wife
Susie have four children, all
Jackson Local graduates.

LIA JONES was elected to the
board in 2021. She graduated
from Denison University with a
bachelor of arts degree in
communication. She earned her
Juris Doctor from the University
of Akron School of Law. Jones is
senior vice president and senior
fiduciary strategist for the Akron,
Canton, and Mahoning Valley
region at KeyBank. In addition to
her work on the JLSD Board of
Education, Jones is a member of
the Akron Symphony Board of
Directors. She was the 2018
recipient of the 30 for the Future
Award, presented by the Greater
Akron Chamber. Jones lives in
Jackson Township with her
husband, Caleb, and their young
daughters, Elle and Olivia.

The Board of Education meets monthly. Regularly scheduled
meetings can be found on the district’s website.

Jackson High School freshman Aarit Koul has been named the
national champion of the National Civics Bee, earning top honors in
a competition designed to inspire middle and high school students
to engage deeply with civics, community issues, and governmental
processes.

Representing Jackson Local
Schools and the state of
Ohio, Aarit impressed judges
with a thoughtful, well-
researched presentation
focused on improving the
U.S. health care system. His
proposal demonstrated not
only a strong understanding
of civic structures and
responsibilities but also a
sincere commitment to
improving the lives of others.

As the first-place winner, Aarit received a $100,000 college fund, a
transformative award that recognizes both his academic excellence
and his potential as a future leader.

Aarit’s success reflects the kind of meaningful, real-world learning
experiences happening throughout Jackson Local Schools – where
curiosity is encouraged, critical thinking is developed, and students
connect classroom lessons to issues that impact their communities.

“We are incredibly proud of Aarit,” Jackson High School Principal
Matt Ziders said. “His achievement is a testament to the hard work
of our students and staff, and it shows what’s possible when young
people are empowered to use their voices to make a difference.”

Aarit’s accomplishment shines a bright light Jackson Local and
exemplifies what it means to lead through learning.

Jackson High Freshman is
National Civics Bee Champion

Photo courtesy of Kevin Whitlock / Massillon Independent.
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What We Have Done So Far...
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Interested in advertising                             ?
Contact Ruby Mathys at 330-495-0339Get your message in over 23,000 mailboxes!

 in a future issue
of Polar Bear Pride
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Within the intent of the federal
statutes (Rehabilitation Act of
1973-section 504 and
Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act IDEA-public law
105-17), the Jackson Local
School District continues its
effort to locate and identify
children with disabilities from
birth through age 21. Children
with disabilities have physical,
emotional, and/or mental
impairments that may require
special education. Public
schools provide free and
appropriate education
regardless of a child’s disability.
However, before these children
can be served, they must be

found. Many of these children
are not visible because they may
not function in the community’s
mainstream, and many are
preschoolers. Parents may not
realize that programs and
services are available through
their school district or from
agencies in their community.

If you are aware of a child who
may need a special education
program or services, contact
Kathy Brand, Jackson Local
School District’s Special
Programs Director, with any
questions you may have
regarding this notice at
330-830-8006

Jackson Local
seeks to serve
students with
disabilities
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