Charitable Objects of St. Catherine’s School- The Objects for which the Company is established are to promote and provide for the
advancement of education by providing, conducting, governing, carrying on and maintaining in the United Kingdom, or elsewhere, a boarding
or day School or Schools for girls in which the teaching shall be in accordance with the principles of the Church of England.
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GENERAL

St Catherine’s is an independent school for girls from ages 3 to 18. The School has approximately 800 pupils, 150 of
whom are full boarders. Deciding on the right School for your child is very important, and we believe that a personal
visit is invaluable. We very much hope that you and your child will visit St Catherine’s. We hold several open events,
which give a general introduction to the School. Details are published on our website. We are also very happy to
welcome prospective parents and their children at other times. Please contact the School’s admissions team to
arrange a visit. Details can be found on the website: Senior School Admissions - St Catherine's School, Bramley and
Prep School Admissions - St Catherine's School, Bramley If it is not possible to hold open events or arrange School
visits because of circumstances beyond the School’s control, then the School will publish on its website, the alternative
arrangements in place.

The usual points of entry are at 11+/Year 7, 13+/Year 9 and 16+/Year 12 or in the Prep School at 3+/Pre-School,
4+/Reception, 7+/Year 3 and 9+/Year 5. The School may also have occasional places at other ages. Please contact the
admissions team for details.

Applicants for admission should register in the Autumn Term of the year preceding the desired year of admission.
However, year-round applications will be considered for year groups in which there is space available. The School's
Registration Form is available on the School's website and from the registrar/admissions secretary.

Our admission procedures comply with the Cross Association Code of Practice.
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https://www.stcatherines.info/admissions/joining-stcatherines/seniorschool
https://www.stcatherines.info/admissions/joining-stcatherines/prepschool

THE ENTRY PROCEDURE

Our selection process, as outlined below, comprises age-appropriate academic assessment, interviews and orientation
activities which are designed to identify pupils who are able to benefit from our balanced and well-rounded education
and to make a positive contribution towards the life of the School.

SENIOR SCHOOL

Admission to the Senior School is by assessment, held in the Autumn Term prior to the year of entry the following
September.

>

>

Most girls enter the Senior School at 11+/Year 7 as day girls or boarders, or at 13+/Year 9 as boarders, or for
the Sixth Form, although a few places may be available from time to time at other stages. There is no formal
entry point at 14+.

An 11+ Taster Morning is held in the Autumn Term prior to entry and boarding taster events take place for
potential boarders. Both are very valuable opportunities for girls to see whether St Catherine’s is the right
school for them.

11+ entrance assessments are in Mathematics, English, Verbal Reasoning and Non-Verbal reasoning using ISEB
(Independent Schools Exam Board) online testing. There is also a holistic assessment morning covering a range
of group and individual activities such as an interview, a problem-solving task, a creative writing task,
teamwork task and a group discussion (the exact composition and format of this day may vary slightly). At 12+,
online tests are taken in VR, NVR and English and Mathematics at the appropriate level.

At 13+, tests are taken online in English and Maths along with a written Creative Writing paper.

Sixth Form papers include an online 1Q test and three short subject specific tests in subjects selected by the
applicant as potential areas of study at ‘A’ Level.

Wherever possible, applicants at 12+ and above should visit the school and be interviewed in person by the
Director of Studies. However, assessment papers can be sent to centres abroad if this is not possible and

interviews will be conducted on Teams.

Girls may be given a waiting list offer should there be no immediate space available.

Entry to Senior School from St Catherine’s Prep:

» Girls applying to the Senior School from the Prep will sit the same ISEB online tests in Lower 3/Year 6 as
outlined above. However, to reduce uncertainty and stress, the Senior School will work closely with the Prep
throughout each pupil’s journey and will aim to make offers in January of Upper 2/Year 5. These offers will be
contingent on sustained progress and good behaviour and will be extended to all pupils for whom progression
to the Senior School is considered manageable.

> If the Prep School Head, in consultation Prep staff, believes that the Senior School is not the most suitable
destination for a child, they will work closely with families to provide guidance and support in identifying
alternative options.

PREP SCHOOL

Admission to the Prep School is by age-appropriate assessment.

>

>
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Typically, girls are invited to attend a ‘Discovery’ event to experience life at St Catherine’s ahead of an
assessment.

Assessments are usually held in January for entry the following September.
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> Girls wishing to apply to join need to register ahead of an assessment. If places are available, they will be
allocated accordingly.

> Girls may be given a waiting list offer should there be no immediate space available.
PRE-SCHOOL
For Pre-School entry, admission is through informal play and observation sessions

> Girls are invited to attend a stay and play session, arranged in advance, before the start of the term in which
they join.

» When a place has been accepted, a settling in visit in Pre-School with the Early Years team is arranged.
RECEPTION (PPI/4+)
For 4+ entry admission is through informal assessments

> At 4+, girls visit the school for a morning in small groups. The informal assessment will take place through
play, teacher observation and teacher/pupil interaction.

» Once parents have accepted a 4+ offer, our teachers will visit girls during their final term in their Nursery or
Pre-School, to help with the transition process.

BOTH SCHOOLS

A confidential report from the Head of the girl’s current school will always be requested, except at 4+, and used as
part of the selection procedure. The report for each girl requests information about her academic performance and
potential, any specific learning difficulties, how best to manage any disability, and curricular and extra-curricular
interests.

At 4+, nurseries which are connected to independent schools will be informed of the girl’s visit. We warmly
recommend that parents applying for places at St Catherine’s speak with the current school Head before registering
with us to ensure that a supportive reference is prepared in good time for the application process.

In line with our member organisations, GSA and IAPS, we request clarity between schools when parents seek to move
a pupil other than at normal transfer points between schools. In doing so St Catherine’s will request a reference from
the current school. In accordance with KCSIE, a communication between the receiving school and the last school will
establish if there are any safeguarding concerns about the pupil. The school reserves the right to establish from any
previous school that all fees due have been paid.

SIBLING POLICY

Most sister siblings join us at St Catherine’s. However, admission is not automatic and there may be occasions where
the School judges that a sibling is likely to thrive better in a different academic environment.

EQUAL TREATMENT

St Catherine’s aim is to encourage applications from candidates with as diverse a range of backgrounds as possible.
We are mindful of our obligations under the Equality Act 2010 during the Admissions Process. This enriches our
community and is vital in preparing our pupils for today’s world. Generous bursaries are offered in order to make it
possible for as many as possible who meet the School’s admission criteria to attend the School. The School’s provision
for bursaries is described below.

Any parent of an applicant who has a disability is also asked to let the School know so that proper access can be
arranged for pre-admission school visits/information mailings, and subsequently for school events, should the
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applicant be successful in the entrance assessments. Parents are advised to refer to the School website for sight of the
Disability Policy.

INFORMATION SHARING

We require parents to inform the School at the outset of the application process about any needs which their child
may have or any other significant matters which the School should reasonably be aware of because, for example, it
would necessitate tailored provision and/or would materially impact on their child’s attendance at School and/or
ability to engage in day-to-day School life. The School may wish to discuss these matters with the parents and/or
require some further information.

Parents must ensure that information provided is accurate, complete and not misleading and relevant details and
information (or changes to them) are shared in a timely and transparent manner.

A failure to disclose relevant information and/or the provision of inaccurate, incomplete or misleading information
may - in some cases - lead to the withdrawal of an offer or termination of the School’s Parent Contract.

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND/OR DISABILITIES

St Catherine’s does not unlawfully discriminate in any way regarding entry. The School welcomes pupils with
disabilities and/or special educational needs, provided we can reasonably offer them any support that they require
and cater for any additional needs and that our site can accommodate them. We aim to ensure that all our pupils,
including those with disabilities and/or special educational needs, are provided with a safe and inclusive environment
in which to learn.

Our policy is to apply our admission criteria to all potential pupils. We require parents of children with special
educational needs, disabilities or allergies (suspected and diagnosed) to discuss their child’s needs with the School at
the outset of the admissions process so that we can consider and make — to the extent which is reasonable —
appropriate provision for them. Parents are required to provide with the Registration Form full details of all relevant
information about their child, including any reports (including any educational psychologist reports, medical reports
or assessments or other relevant expert third party reports), materials or information about their child’s needs
(educational, health or otherwise), and this may include any final or draft EHC needs assessments (or applications for
a needs assessment) or final or draft EHC Plans (or applications for an EHC Plan). This is so that the School can assess
their child’s needs and consult with parents about any adjustments which can reasonably be made and so that the
School can ensure, for example, that their child will be able to meaningfully access the education offered and that we
are able to ensure their health and safety, and the health and safety of others. This information should be provided
prior to the admissions assessment process.

Where parents of a prospective pupil feel their child requires adjustments (in respect of the admissions process and/or
with regards to education at School and participation in School life in the event they are offered and take up a place
at the School), parents should raise these with the School at the outset and the School may — depending on the
circumstances - require some further information from parents or request further assessments in respect of the needs
identified and will discuss with parents (and their child's medical advisers, if appropriate) the adjustments proposed
and whether they can reasonably be made for the child if they were to become a pupil at the School. In such
circumstances, the parents must provide the School with full written details as part of the application process and
before any entrance assessments take place. Parents must ensure that information provided is accurate, complete
and not misleading and relevant details and information (or changes to them) are shared in a timely and transparent
manner.

A failure to disclose relevant information and/or the provision of inaccurate, incomplete or misleading information may
- in some cases - lead to the withdrawal of an offer of a place or termination of the parents’ contract with the School.

Applicants with any form of SEND will be assessed on their academic performance as outlined above. There may be
exceptional circumstances in which we are not able to offer a place for reasons relating to a child’s special educational
needs and/or disability. For example, if, despite reasonable adjustments (in the case of disability), we feel that a
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prospective pupil is not going to be able to meaningfully access the education offered, or that their health and safety
or those of other pupils or staff may be put at risk, or where the School cannot reasonably accommodate the
adjustments required or reasonably provide the nature or level of the support required.

Sometimes, the situation of pupils with disabilities and/or special educational needs changes between an offer of a
place being made and the pupil starting at the School. The School requires parents to be pro-active in updating the
School as to any changes which mean that the information provided during the application process is out of date or
incomplete. In the vast majority of cases, this will not affect a pupil’s place at the School. However, the School may, in
exceptional circumstances, need to reconsider the offer of a place if a pupil’s circumstances change materially. Itis in
the pupil’s interests that any such decision is made as early as possible to avoid any disruption to their education, so
parents are urged to be forthcoming and transparent in their communications with the School about any material
change to their child’s circumstances.

In the event your child has an EHC needs assessment or EHCP (whether at the application stage, draft or final form) it
is important that these (and the applicable supporting documentation, e.g. educational psychologist reports or other
expert assessments) are shared promptly with the School and that the School is kept up to date with respect to any
relevant decisions of the Local Authority or changes in provision.

Parents are advised to refer to the School website for the respective Prep and Senior School Academic Mentoring
Policies for further details.

BURSARIES AND SCHOLARSHIPS

Means-tested bursaries, up to full fee awards, may be available at 7+, 11+ and Sixth Form entry. Please see the School
website for further details. Those seeking support with fees in the form of a Bursary should read this policy carefully
and note the requirement to attend an Open Morning in the relevant school as part of that process.

Scholarships are available at 11+ and Sixth Form. Details are available on the school website.
FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Any applicant for a place at the School, including those who apply for bursary support and overseas applicants, may
at the discretion of the School be required to provide additional financial information and/or undergo checks to
confirm that they are able to pay the School’s fees (or any percentage of the fees still payable if a bursary or scholarship
is granted).

OVERSEAS APPLICANTS

We welcome overseas pupils who can study at St Catherine’s as a boarder provided that they have the legal right to
enter, live and study in the UK and they have a relative who is a British Citizen or a person settled in the UK, or a
nominated educational guardian from an accredited guardian agency with whom they can stay for some weekends
or if circumstances arise in which they cannot be in school-more details of which are contained in the Visa Policy.

FLUENCY IN ENGLISH

Entrants whose first language is not English must satisfy the school in respect of their ability to cope with the
curriculum in English and may be requested to complete additional assessments to determine their level of English
and/or may be offered a place conditional on receiving additional support for English as an Additional Language, for
which additional charges may be incurred (see EAL policy).

RELIGIOUS BELIEFS

St Catherine’s welcomes applications from prospective pupils of all faiths and none and the School does not select for
entry on the basis of religious belief. Families should be aware that we expect all of our pupils to attend our chapel,
church services and School assemblies which are fundamental to our Christian ethos, and to attend Religious Studies
lessons.
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COMPLAINTS

The School’s Complaints Procedure is on the School’s website and can be sent to prospective parents on request. The
complaints procedure does not apply to prospective parents.

RECORDS AND REVIEW

Applicants’ details will be held on file with due regard to data protection legislation. Please see the School’s Privacy
Notice for further information about how the School collects, uses and processes personal data.

The School will not hold the personal data of you or your child for longer than is necessary for a lawful purpose and in
accordance with the guidelines for Independent Schools on the Storage and Retention of Records and Documents.

REGULATIONS

The acceptance of a pupil is on the understanding that she and both her parents accept and will conform to the
policies of the Governors and the School Rules which may from time to time be amended. The signature of both
parents or guardian(s) is required on the Application Form when an application is made — the first stage of our
admissions procedure - and on the Acceptance Form once a place is offered and is accepted. This is to ensure that
there is parental agreement to the application and then an undertaking to conform to the conditions on which a
place is offered and to the School’s Standard Terms and Conditions. Where this is not possible a written explanation
must be provided at the time of signing with any supporting legal documents/court orders etc.
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