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Resea rch & Impa ct 
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Pra ctica l Stra tegies & School Support 
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How to be a m Awesome Advoca te



• Absenteeism in the first month of school can predict poor attendance throughout 
the school year. Half the students who miss 2-4 days in September go on to miss 
nearly a month of school

• Poor attendance can influence whether children read proficiently by the end of 
third grade

• By 6th grade, chronic absence becomes a leading indicator that a student will 
drop out of high school

• Research shows that missing 10 percent of the school, or about 18 days in most 
school districts, negatively affects a student’s academic performance.
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Does Attendance Really Matter ? 
If your scholar misses: That equals: Vñòqñ ò≈w

From Kindergarten to 12th 
grade your scholar would 

have missed: 
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1 day 
per week 
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3 day 
per week 

18 days 
a year 

1 month 
a year 
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108 days 
a year 
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2 months 
a year 
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Over a half a 
school year 

1.5 years of 
school 

2.5 years of 
school 
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7 years of 
school 
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If your scholar misses: Tha t  equa ls: Which is:
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10 minutes 
a  da y 
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1 hour ea ch 
da y 
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1 hour & 40  
minutes of 

lea rning ea ch 
week 

1 da y of 
lea rning 

ea ch week  

a bout  1.5 
weeks of 

school ea ch 
yea r  
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a bout  8 
weeks of 
school 

ea ch yea r  
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a bout  1 
yea r of 
school 
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Learning Gaps 
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• Limited Future 
Opportunities 

• Missed Enrichment 
⚬ Clubs, Sports, Ba nd 

etc. 
• La ck of Enga gement 
• Isola tion 

Decrea sed Gra d. 
Ra tes 
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Research & Impact 



Attendance Notification 

Attendance Letters 

Safety Calls 

Attendance Conferences 

Attendance Interventions 

File Petitions 

Support with Interventions 
(School & Family) 

Community Attendance Meetings 

Support Families 

Schools Duties District Duties 

School & Dis t r ic t  Dut ie s  



Excus e d Abs e nce s  
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Principal have the 
authority to 
determine 

if an absence is 
excused. 



Une xcus e d Abs e nce s  

Any absence from school is unexcused unless it meets one of the criteria outlined 
for a n excused a bsence.

Pre a rra nge d Abs e nce  Re que s t  

If you a re pla nning a  fa mily trip or a n a bsence longer tha n 2 da ys a  prea rra nged 
request should be given to the school 3 da ys before trip. 

Principal have the 
authority to deny 

Prearranged Absence 
Request. 



How  t o  Re p or t  
Abs e n c e s  

`

2

Ca ll your students School 

Report your students Absence on Pa rentVue
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IEP

HIB 

McKinney - 
Vento 
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504

Medical Plan

College & Career 
Specialties 
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School 
Counselors 
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Available Supports 



•  Am I clearly identifying the need or concern? 

•  Is this the right person to help me in this situation? 

• What can I do to partner with the school staff to support my 
student?

• Document everything & follow up 

Ef f e c t ive  Ad voc a c y  



Student’s Teacher 

School’s Admin. 
(Dea n, Assista nt 

Principa l, Principa l) 

District Office  

1@ENNK�  N>QA�

Governor’s Educa tion 
Ombudsma n

Office of the 
Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 

Na viga t ion  La d d e r
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