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Media Release

Corey McDonald Named 2025 Star Rookie Principal for
CCSD

Charleston, SC (December 10, 2025) - Charleston County School District (CCSD) is proud to
announce Corey McDonald, principal of Septima P. Clark Academy, as the 2025 Star Rookie
Principal. McDonald is being honored for his exceptional first year of leadership, his deep belief
in every student’s potential, and his rapid success in strengthening instruction, school culture,
and postsecondary readiness.

McDonald’s path to education is rooted in perseverance. After playing professional baseball, he
entered the classroom as a high school English teacher, quickly earning a reputation for helping
underserved ninth graders gain confidence and excel academically. That experience shaped his
commitment to ensuring that all students, especially those facing poverty, credit gaps, and
social-emotional challenges, receive high-quality instruction and support.

Since becoming principal in 2024, McDonald has transformed Septima Clark’s instructional
systems by redesigning Professional Learning Communities, increasing coaching and
classroom observations, and partnering closely with district curriculum teams. In just one year,
the school is now on track for significant End-of-Course gains, including dramatic early
improvements in Biology, English 2, and U.S. History performance.

He also revamped the school’s disciplinary approach by training all staff in Restorative
Practices, reducing discipline referrals from 356 last year to just 15 in the first quarter, with zero
out-of-school suspensions, and restoring instructional time and strengthening students’ sense of
belonging.

Superintendent of Schools Anita Huggins praised McDonald’s leadership, saying, “Corey
McDonald leads with conviction and heart. His work has strengthened teaching, reduced
disciplinary barriers, and helped students believe in what they can achieve. The growth
happening at Septima Clark is a direct reflection of his leadership, and we are proud to honor
him as our Star Rookie Principal.”

McDonald expanded opportunities for students through dual enroliment partnerships and the
new Potential Pathways Program, resulting in over 70 college credits earned and new work-
based learning opportunities that have led to employment for several students.

Before becoming principal, McDonald served as a teacher, literacy liaison, coach, and assistant
principal at Burke High School and Laing Middle School. His leadership at Septima Clark
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reflects his unwavering belief that all students can learn and thrive when systems, expectations,
and relationships are strong.

CCSD congratulates Corey McDonald on this well-deserved recognition.

For more information, please contact the Office of Communications at (843) 937-6303.
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About the Charleston County School District

Charleston County School District (CCSD) is a nationally accredited school district committed to providing equitable and quality
educational opportunities for all its students. CCSD is the second-largest school system in South Carolina and represents a unique
blend of urban, suburban, and rural schools spanning 1,300 square miles along the coast. CCSD serves approximately 50,000
students in 88 schools and specialized programs.

CCSD offers a diverse portfolio of educational options and specialized programs delivered to the students of CCSD through
neighborhood, magnet, IB (international baccalaureate), Montessori, and charter schools and programs. Rich educational
opportunities for students include programs in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM); music and other creative
and performing arts; career and technical preparation programs; military; dual credit; and many more.
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