
Demographic trends and their impact on 
Lakewood student enrollment forecasts
ALAMEDA, GREEN MOUNTAIN, LAKEWOOD AND BEAR CREEK 
ARTICULATION AREAS 
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A note on methodology

Underlying Populations 
 Within school boundary – project share of births that will remain in school boundary when child becomes 

school-age
 
 Elsewhere in JPS – Difference between the SDO forecast for Jefferson County and CFC’s forecast for the school 

boundary area

Yields forecast econometrically using historical yields to project future yields.  

All forecast histories adjusted for consolidations using JPS student data from June 2024.



Forecast drivers of underlying population

Births and 
forecasts of future 

births

Forecasting births 
sensitive to 
forecast of 
females of 

childbearing years 
and fertility trends

Translating to underlying 
population sensitive to 

the relationship between 
births in the school 

boundary area and school 
aged children who live in 

the boundary in 
subsequent years



Setting the context: 
Births, aging and migration
LAKEWOOD IS AGING, BUT LAGGING ADJACENT AREAS,  PARTICULARLY 
WHEAT RIDGE 

AS A RESULT,  BIRTHS AND MIGRATION INTO THE ARTICULATION AREAS 
ARE LAGGING TOO AS HOUSES ARE NOT YET AT PEAK TURNOVER DUE TO 
AGING 



Lakewood 2024 
voters 75 and 
over 
Voters aged 75 and over are 
distributed throughout Lakewood

Most heavily concentrated in the 
Deane Elementary School boundary

Source: CFC analysis from Colorado 
Secretary of State 2024 voting records Voters 75 and over



Majority of Lakewood articulation areas 
not aging as quickly as Wheat Ridge
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Source: CFC analysis from Colorado Secretary of State voting records. Note: Lakewood analysis of 2024 voters and Wheat Ridge from 2022 voters
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Almost half of Lakewood elementary school boundaries contain a 
smaller share of older voter households than Wheat Ridge
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Older voter (75 and over) households as a share of total households, Lakewood elementary schools 

Source: CFC analysis from Colorado Secretary of State voting records. Note: Lakewood analysis of 2024 voters and Wheat Ridge from 2022 voters



As the next slide 
shows, 5 of the 6 
school boundaries 
with very low 
shares of older 
households have 
strongly declining 
enrollment 
forecasts. Suggests 
that aging has yet 
to fully affect 
housing turnover
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Shares under 25% highlighted

Source: CFC analysis from Colorado Secretary of State voting records Lakewood analysis of 2024 
voters and Wheat Ridge from 2022 voters
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Lakewood birth rates lagging Colorado, 
Arvada and Wheat Ridge 
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Similar to Arvada, one articulation area is 
boosting Lakewood births
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Bear Creek has highest number of births. Only Alameda 
articulation area has birth rates above 2000 levels

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

2
0

0
0

2
0

0
1

2
0

0
2

2
0

0
3

2
0

0
4

2
0

0
5

2
0

0
6

2
0

0
7

2
0

0
8

2
0

0
9

2
0

1
0

2
0

1
1

2
0

1
2

2
0

1
3

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
5

2
0

1
6

2
0

1
7

2
0

1
8

2
0

1
9

2
0

2
0

2
0

2
1

2
0

2
2

2
0

2
3

Births by articulation area

Bear Creek Lakewood Green Mountain Alameda

0.00

0.20

0.40

0.60

0.80

1.00

1.20

1.40

2
0

0
0

2
0

0
1

2
0

0
2

2
0

0
3

2
0

0
4

2
0

0
5

2
0

0
6

2
0

0
7

2
0

0
8

2
0

0
9

2
0

1
0

2
0

1
1

2
0

1
2

2
0

1
3

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
5

2
0

1
6

2
0

1
7

2
0

1
8

2
0

1
9

2
0

2
0

2
0

2
1

2
0

2
2

2
0

2
3

Births by articulation areas - indexed, 2000 = 1

Bear Creek Lakewood Green Mountain Alameda

Source: CDPHE



Only Rooney Ranch and Devinny are consistent 
“importers” of kindergarten aged children. They 
are among the “older” of the boundaries. 
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Boundary areas 
importing school 
aged children 



Setting the context
HOUSING TENURE, AGE AND DEVELOPMENT PIPELINE



Lakewood 
housing 
predominately 
single family
With pockets of multifamily in the 
north and east portions of the city

Single family Multifamily



Housing inventory 
generally gets 
newer as move 
west and south
Future consideration:

Lakewood City council taking up zoning 
update that could expand housing 
options to address the “missing 
middle” homes needed to support 
families.

https://coloradosun.com/2025/08/07/
opinion-lakewood-colorado-housing-
crisis-middle-
housing/?mc_cid=fdb1d0a8cf&mc_eid
=ce1f40ef75 

https://coloradosun.com/2025/08/07/opinion-lakewood-colorado-housing-crisis-middle-housing/?mc_cid=fdb1d0a8cf&mc_eid=ce1f40ef75
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Outside boundaries

Source: City of Lakewood



Outside boundaries

Source: City of Lakewood



Rooney Valley
Comprehensive plan: buildout 
projections within Hutchinson ES 
boundary ~3,400 units.

https://www.lakewood.org/files/asset
s/public/v/1/planning/comprehensive-
planning/pdfs/community-plans/joint-
master-plan/plan-rooney-valley-
adopted-feb-2017.pdf 

https://www.lakewood.org/files/assets/public/v/1/planning/comprehensive-planning/pdfs/community-plans/joint-master-plan/plan-rooney-valley-adopted-feb-2017.pdf
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https://www.lakewood.org/files/assets/public/v/1/planning/comprehensive-planning/pdfs/community-plans/joint-master-plan/plan-rooney-valley-adopted-feb-2017.pdf
https://www.lakewood.org/files/assets/public/v/1/planning/comprehensive-planning/pdfs/community-plans/joint-master-plan/plan-rooney-valley-adopted-feb-2017.pdf
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Alameda articulation area: 
Draft enrollment forecast
RESIDENTS AMONG THE OLDER IN THE CITY

SLIGHTLY HIGHER BIRTHS IN THIS  ARTICULATION AREA SUGGEST THAT SO ME 
HOUSING TURNOVER IS  OCCURRING AND BIRTHS ARE SLOWING THE RATE OF  
ENROLLMENT DECLINE AT THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LEVEL 

SCHOOL CONSOLIDATIONS AND BOUNDARY CHANGES ALSO ARE HELPING TO 
SUPPORT ENROLLMENT TRENDS IN THE REMAINING SCHOOLS



Patterson Elementary School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade
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A note on forecasting Deane, Lasley and 
Rose Stein
Boundary and programing changes (Rose Stein) preclude constructing a consistent history 
necessary for forecasting the three schools individually

Instead, created a “generic” school boundary around the three combined school boundaries and 
forecast the future cohort, by grade, for the generic boundary

Then applied an allocation share based on the historical student split since the 2017-18 
academic year



Previous 16/17 Previous 17/18 Current boundary



Deane Elementary School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade
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Lasley Elementary School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade
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Note: The bump in enrollment depicted here in 2018 results 
from the combination of Emory into Lasley upon the 
change in boundary and the ultimate closure of Emory.  
While the ultimate consolidation of Emory onto Lasley did 
not happen until after the 2022-23 AY we show Emory 
students in the Lasley history to best reflect the historical 
enrollment as it relates to the current boundary.



Rose Stein Elementary School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade
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Alameda Junior High School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade
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Alameda Senior High School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade
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Green Mountain 
articulation area: 
Draft enrollment forecast
CHARACTERIZED BY A LARGELY STABLE STUDENT ENROLLMENT FORECAST 

ROONEY VALLEY DEVELOPMENT(HUTCHINSON BOUNDARY) L IKELY WILL 
YIELD A BUMP IN SCHOOL AGED POPULATION THAT WILL SUPPORT 
ENROLLMENT IN THE ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS



Devinney has a break in the cohort data 
in 3rd grade starting in 2023
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Devinny Elementary School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade
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Foothills Elementary School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade
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Hutchinson Elementary School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade 
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Planned development likely 
will yield additional school 
aged children.



Rooney Ranch Elementary School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade
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Dunston Middle School draft enrollment 
forecast by grade
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Green Mountain High School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 FC 2027 FC 2028 FC 2029 FC 2030 FC 2031 FC 2032 FC 2033 FC 2034 FC 2035 FC

Green Mountain High

9th grade 10th grade 11th grade 12th grade



Lakewood articulation area:
Draft enrollment forecast
CHARACTERIZED LARGELY BY STABILITY  

ALL BUT ONE OF THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS HAS FLAT 
ENROLLMENT FORECASTS THROUGH 2035 AND THE SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS, TOO, LARGELY ARE FLAT



Belmar Elementary School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade
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Eiber Elementary School draft enrollment 
forecast by grade
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Slater Elementary School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade
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South Lakewood Elementary School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade
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Creighton Middle School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade
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Lakewood High School draft enrollment 
forecast by grade
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Bear Creek articulation area: 
Draft enrollment forecast
LARGEST AND MOST GEOGRAPHICALLY DIVERSE OF THE LAKEWOOD 
AREAS 

THIS AREA IS CHARACTERIZED BY SCHOOLS WITH STABLE, 
DECLINING AND SLIGHTLY INCREASING ENROLLMENT FORECASTS



Bear Creek K-8 Elementary School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade
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Green Gables Elementary School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade
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Kendallvue Elementary School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade
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Kendrick Lakes Elementary School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade
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Red Rocks Elementary School draft 
enrollment forecast by grade
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Westgate Elementary School draft enrollment forecast 
by grade

The higher level in the forecasts for the 4th and 5th grades is 
driven by a different pattern in the relationship between 
lives in and births for those grades.  Possible that this is a 
school that is the recipient of families moving in with later 
elementary aged children.
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Middle School cohort (Carmody and Bear Creek K-8, middle 
school portion) draft enrollment forecast by grade
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Shares since 2018-19 at Bear Creek K-8 (middle 
school portion) v. Carmody 
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7 year averages:
Bear Creek K-8 (middle school portion) 37.2%
Carmody 62.8%
But BC slightly increasing and Carmody slightly decreasing



Bear Creek and Carmody at 40% BC and 
60% Carmody
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Bear Creek High School draft enrollment 
forecast by grade
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Demographic trends likely to determine future enrollment

Birth rates universally declining with Lakewood slightly lagging 
other Jeffco areas. Fewer Lakewood elementary school “import” 
school aged children than in other parts of Jeffco.

Lakewood is beginning to age but is lagging older areas such as 
Wheat Ridge. Over time Lakewood households will turn over but 
likely will yield fewer children per household than in the past.

The only significant area of development is Rooney Valley in the 
Hutchinson boundary.  Potential zoning changes in the city could 
bring density, however multi-family development typically yields 
fewer children.



Further Inquiries | More Insight | Follow Us

The Colorado Futures Center is a 501c3 organization 
dedicated to informing about economic, fiscal and 
public policy issues impacting community economic 
health and quality of life.

Phyllis Resnick, PhD

Executive Director, Colorado Futures Center

phyllis@coloradofuturescsu.org

www.coloradofuturescsu.org/

@colofutures

Jennifer Newcomer, Doctoral Student

Research Director, Colorado Futures Center

jennifer@coloradofuturescsu.org

www.coloradofuturescsu.org/
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Appendix
SCHOOL BOUNDARY MAPS






	Slide 1: Demographic trends and their impact on Lakewood student enrollment forecasts
	Slide 2: A note on methodology
	Slide 3: Forecast drivers of underlying population
	Slide 4: Setting the context: Births, aging and migration
	Slide 5: Lakewood 2024 voters 75 and over 
	Slide 6: Majority of Lakewood articulation areas not aging as quickly as Wheat Ridge
	Slide 7: Almost half of Lakewood elementary school boundaries contain a smaller share of older voter households than Wheat Ridge
	Slide 8: As the next slide shows, 5 of the 6 school boundaries with very low shares of older households have strongly declining enrollment forecasts. Suggests that aging has yet to fully affect housing turnover
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: Lakewood birth rates lagging Colorado, Arvada and Wheat Ridge 
	Slide 11: Similar to Arvada, one articulation area is boosting Lakewood births
	Slide 12: Bear Creek has highest number of births. Only Alameda articulation area has birth rates above 2000 levels
	Slide 13: Only Rooney Ranch and Devinny are consistent “importers” of kindergarten aged children. They are among the “older” of the boundaries. 
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Setting the context
	Slide 16: Lakewood housing predominately single family
	Slide 17: Housing inventory generally gets newer as move west and south
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Rooney Valley
	Slide 21: Alameda articulation area:  Draft enrollment forecast
	Slide 22: Patterson Elementary School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 23: A note on forecasting Deane, Lasley and Rose Stein
	Slide 24
	Slide 25: Deane Elementary School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 26: Lasley Elementary School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 27: Rose Stein Elementary School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 28: Alameda Junior High School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 29: Alameda Senior High School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 30: Green Mountain articulation area:  Draft enrollment forecast
	Slide 31: Devinney has a break in the cohort data in 3rd grade starting in 2023
	Slide 32: Devinny Elementary School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 33: Foothills Elementary School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 34: Hutchinson Elementary School draft enrollment forecast by grade 
	Slide 35: Rooney Ranch Elementary School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 36: Dunston Middle School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 37: Green Mountain High School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 38: Lakewood articulation area: Draft enrollment forecast
	Slide 39: Belmar Elementary School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 40: Eiber Elementary School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 41: Slater Elementary School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 42: South Lakewood Elementary School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 43: Creighton Middle School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 44: Lakewood High School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 45: Bear Creek articulation area:  Draft enrollment forecast
	Slide 46: Bear Creek K-8 Elementary School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 47: Green Gables Elementary School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 48: Kendallvue Elementary School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 49: Kendrick Lakes Elementary School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 50: Red Rocks Elementary School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 51: Westgate Elementary School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 52: Middle School cohort (Carmody and Bear Creek K-8, middle school portion) draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 53: Shares since 2018-19 at Bear Creek K-8 (middle school portion) v. Carmody 
	Slide 54: Bear Creek and Carmody at 40% BC and 60% Carmody
	Slide 55: Bear Creek High School draft enrollment forecast by grade
	Slide 56: Demographic trends likely to determine future enrollment
	Slide 57: Further Inquiries | More Insight | Follow Us
	Slide 58: Appendix
	Slide 59
	Slide 60

