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From the Principal's Office

As we enter the month of December, there is a special energy throughout Blacklick Valley Junior-

Senior High School. Our winter sports season is in full swing, and our student-athletes are working

hard every day to represent our school with pride and determination. I encourage everyone to

zu 1cpor’c our teams as they compete throughout the month—your encouragement truly mokes a
ifference.

The holiday season brings a time for reflection, connection, and gratitude. I want to extend my
warmest wishes to all of our students, families, and staff. Please take time during the upcoming
break to rest, relax, and enjoy time with those who matter most. The commitment and effort shown
throughout this first semester have been tremendous, and this well-deserved break will help
everyone return refreshed and ready for the new year.

As the first semester winds down, we are preparing for the transition into the second half of the
school year. Students will soon begin discussions regarding schedules, pathways, and our new
elective course offerings that will launch in the second semester. These courses are designed to
bro(cjzden opportunities and spark new interests as we continue to plan for the evolving needs of our
students.

The start of a new year gives all of us a fresh opportunity—new goals, renewed focus, and a chance
to build on the successes we've achieved so far. I encourage every student to approach January with
a mindset of growth and possibility.

Thank you for your continued sufport of Blacklick Valley Junior-Senior High School. I am proud of our

students, grateful for our staf

and appreciative of the strong community that stands behind our
school every day.

Wishing everyone a peaceful holiday season and a bright start to the New Year.
Proud to be your principal,
Edward R. Alexander
Announcements
. Christmas Break - Early Dismissal
BlaCklle Valley ]SHS December 23 - January 2.
@ Home of the Vikings! Basketball Season has started -

% Come support our Vikings!
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CHALLENGE

ROGRAM Ihc.

Connecting Business and Education

Remember that you can submit community

service hours for The Challenge Program! Come

see Ms. McGhee for the paperwork!

On Tuesday, January
6th, Mrs. Wurm, the

school counselor at

votech will be at BV
during 4th period to

give a presentation
about attending
votech to all
freshman students.

On Wednesday,
January 7th, all
freshman students
will tour Admiral
Peary Vocational
Technical School in
the morning.

Attention Seniors!
Applications for the
Calvin Coolidge
Scholarship are
open! They are due
December 16th
2025, See Ms.
McGhee if you need

help applying!

Need information
on colleges, careers,
counseling, summer
programs, financial

aid, or the military? W
Visit Ms. McGhee in
the guidance office

and check out the

bulletin boards in < '
the social studies
hallway!

On January 8th a OnJanuary 13th a
representative from representative from
PHEAA will come to PHEAA will come to
Blacklick Valley to Blacklick Valley to
give a Financial Aid give a Financial Aid
Presentation to all Presentation to all
11th grade students 10th grade students
during Activity during Activity
Period. Period.

Mageat | e

January 20th? See
On December 17th, Ms. McGhee!
representatives from L =
Magellan Behavioral L\G' =

H.ealth will come toBV to Marﬁn_Baker

give a presentation on

suicide prevention to all Amer ,ca

students.

GLOBAL
-;*;QSFC VALVE

MAKING THE RIGHT CONNECTION

Interested in touring Global SFC
Valve on January 14th? See Ms.
McGhee!

Ms. McGhee

If you need any help feel free to contact me.

9 breanna.mcghee@bvvikings.org e 749-9211ext 226




Founded in 2000, DonorsChoose allows public school teachers to
request materials and resources for their classrooms. It connects
teachers with donors who want to support their projects, making it
possible for anyone to help students in need. More than half of all
U.S. public schools have benefited from this platform.

: . Many BVHS teachers work in partnership with Donors Choose to help
Helping Students Achieve Success provide students with materials, supplies, and opportunities that
with extraordinary resources they would not normally be able to have for their classrooms.

Each month we'll feature a teacher and their project. If you or
anyone you know is interested in donating, please use the links
provided.

We would like to have Nintendo controllers for our esports team to
ensure top performance, precision, and consistency during competitive
gameplay. High-quality, official controllers reduce input lag, enhance
comfort, and provide relioble button responsiveness—crucial for Esports-Nintendo Controllers

success in fast-paced tournaments.

Mr. Havener
Using standardized gear also promotes team cohesion and allows This project is active until
players to develop muscle memory and execute advanced techniques December 26, 2025
confidently.

https://www.donorschoose.org/pro
Jject/esports-nintendo-
controllers/9653210/

Many esports titles on the Nintendo platform are designed with official
controllers in mind, giving our team a. competitive edge. Investing in the
right equipment demonstrates our commitment to excellence and
professionalism in the esports arena.

Ctaying Healthy:

What is TRU? TRU is a student

involved program to _
help reduce the tobacco cknowledge your feelings
usage in high school routiNe
students relaXation

wrlte your thoughts down
bri-athing exercises

alk to friends/teachers
be kind to Yourself

Tobacco free means being healthy
and not using any tobacco products

including, Cigarettes, cigars, and
Chewing tobacco.
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https://www.donorschoose.org/classroom/9713412
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/esports-nintendo-controllers/9653210/
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/esports-nintendo-controllers/9653210/
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/esports-nintendo-controllers/9653210/

_Announcements:

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

8 9 10 11 12 \ .
\ﬂ Channel your Mistle Toes! It's Holiday Headgear
3 Flannel and bundle up! Wear your Candy Cane Day! Day!
. a"ﬁ Holiday socksl ﬁ
Spirit of the Season am -
WEAR YOUR FAVORITE HOLIDAY - :_":._-: s Hats, Headbands,
COLORS TO START THE = o . Spruce up your hairl
COUNTDOWN IE,J .: - Wear Red and White 5:_:\:?;::::::?
15 Merry Monday 16 17 18 19
z It Christmas
Morning! Grinch vs Santa u N g‘e-m; > Movie Marathon! Deck the Halls!
Wear your favorite ) '\ gly Christmas Dress as your Bring oul your favorite haliday
holiday PJs! \{?ji % Sweater Dayl favorite holiday accessories (lights, garland, light-up
i“ movie character ‘ necklaces, bells, ete)
= (]
® » > < s
Wear Green or Red! 5.
22 : 23 i
> Crnstimas gt
- M Ffavile honiay attee
Christmas Vacation
WEAR TROPICAL SHIRTS @
AND FLIP FLOPS MiAte (Rt amas

Introducing the Pennsylvania MTSS Framework at BVHS

After the Christmas breok, students, staff, and families at the high school will notice some important updates
in how we support all learners. Our school will be implementing a. more structured, comprehensive approach to
meet the diverse academic, behavioral, attendance, and social-emotional needs of our students.

Pennsylvania’'s Integrated Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) is a standards-aligned, school-wide
improvement framework designed to enhance outcomes for every student. MTSS helps schools identify
students’ academic, behavioral, and social-emotional strengths and challenges, allowing us to provide

differentiated, targeted support based on individual needs.

At BV, we have formed four dedicated MTSS teams focused on our most significant areas of concern:

Academic Support
Behavior

Attendance

Social and Emotional Well-Being

| A%
ALL MEANS ALl

Teacher teams will meet weekly to review student data, discuss concerns, and collaborate with students and
families to address challenges, build strengths, and promote healthy development.

This new initiative will enhance the strong supports already in place at the high school, including our Middle
School Intervention Period, our SWPBIS activities (School-Wide Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports),

and the services of our REACH coungelor.

By embracing this comprehensive system of support, we aim to ensure that every student has the tools and
encouragement they need to reach their full potential and become the best version of themselves.




From the Music Department:

Congratulations to Our District Band
Qualifiers!

We are proud to announce that Emma
Lepley, Kayla Woods, and Averi Yewcic
have qualified for District Band. These

talented musicions will represent our
school and share their musical gifts with
students from across the region at the
District Band Festival, held February 4-6
at Cambria Heights.

Please join us in celebrating their hard
work and dedication!
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From the Athletic Department:

Join Us for Our Winter Concert!

Celebrate the season with an evening of
music and student talent at our winte
Concert, held at 6:00 PM in the High
School Auditorium.

Both our band and chorus will toke the
stage to present a festive and inspiring
program they have been working hard to
prepare. Families, friends, and communit
members are warmly invited to enjoy this
special event.

We look forward to seeing you there!
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Girls’ Rasketball
by Mackenzie Kinter
The Lady Vikes are gearing up for what promises o be an energizing and competitive basketball season.
With a strong roster of dedicated athletes, the team is ready to take the court with determination,

teamwork, and Viking pride.

Leading the charge are returning players and rising talents alike, each bringing skill and heart to the

program. This year's lineup includes:
2 Megyn Nixon 3 | Sierra Chappell

11 Josie Nedrich

21 Madison Vasilko 22 Sarah Mourey

34 Mackenzie Jacobson

12 Kirsetn Williamson

40 Cassandra Bowers

4 Alyssa Owens 10 Danica Gailey

14 Mackenzie Bardell 15 Zoey Richards
23 Mackenzie Kinter 24  Madelyn Kinter

42 Averi Yewcic

With seasoned leadership and fresh energy, the [ady Vikes are committed to giving fans a season full of
hustle, growth, and memorable moments. Come out and support the team as they take on the challenge
of a new year—Go Vikesl



from the English Department:

Young Writers runs national writing contests for schools, helping to turn students' imagination
and creative talent into confidence and writing skills.

They create engaging creative writing contests, and award prizes to both schools and students.
The result is confident writers!

Students in Ms. Gregory's English classes accepted the challenge of one of the fall contests and
wrote selections for the “Stranger Sagas Series.

The following 21 students were chosen to have their stories included in the next Young Writers
publication. Congratulations to these published authors.

“You're Not My Mom" by Alyssa Owens

g “The Star Tattoo by Requlus Loufii
e : “The Dolls” by Scarlet Neaffer

L Ass “Monster on the Loose” by Cody Boltz-Yordy

STRANGER

“Help Me" by Devlin McMullen
p— s AG As — “The Roadtrip” by Jacob Strayer
- “The Old Granny” by Ashtyn Dibert

CREATIVE WRITING | “The Missing Report” by Stephanie Natta
. OQ?:-;%?RTRFSLRDS ,: “The Missing Person” by Remy DeFrohn
' “The Re-Awakening” by Cory Martin
% “Missing Poster” by Alexis Wood

“The Chase” by Joel Beiler

“Too Old to Trick or Treat” by Isaac Misner

“Movie Night" by Ronin Armstrong
“Run” by Mallory Bailor
“curiosity Kills Us” by Harlie DeFrahn
“The Haunting of the Black and White School” by

“The Creepy Woods" by Margaret Cooledge
“Don’t Trust” by Cora Tobin
“My Last Prom” by Aubrey Molinick
Ashlyn Long "Ghostly Nights” by Mason Natta



Dates to remember:

Mournament TED

Christmas Vacation

Boys's Wrestling
Gouthmoreland (A)
IH - TBD

W - TBD

Christmas Vacation

Mo School

Christmas Vacation

December
1 2 3 s 5 &
Mo School County Band County Band IGirls" BB Boys" BB
Thanksgiving IGlendale (H} CV Tipoff vs
Vacation Boys' BB Rockwood |Algebra Keystones |JH - 4PM iGlendale
(H} U - 6P Tournament
UH - 4P WV - 7:15PM
UV - 6PM
v - 7215PM Boys' BB
CV Tipoff vs
IGlendale
MTournament 6P M
IAlgebra Keystones
7 153 ] 10 11 12 13
Boys' BB Basketball Pictures |Literature Boys' BB Harmony
M. Cambria (A) Keystones (Al
UH - 4PM Literature UH - 4PM
IV - 6PM Keystones Boys' BB UV - 6PM
W - 7:15PM Meyersdale (H) IV - 7-15PM
UH - 4:30PM
IGirls" BB Windber IV - BPIA IGirls" BB West
(4] IV - 7-15PM Branch (H)
IH - 4PM UH - 4PM
IV - 6PM V- 7:15PM
V- 7:15PM
Healing Patch
Presentations Sth
iGrade
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Forensics and |&ir Force ROTC It's Real: Teens and |Bioclogy Christmas Concert
Somerset Recruiter Visit Mental Health Keystones Gpm
Presentations
Boys" BB IGirls" BB CV (A) Boys" BB Turkeyfoot
Salisbury-Elk Lick  [JH - 4PM Biology (H}
(4] U - 6P Keystones UH - 4:30PM
IH - 4:30PM V- 7:15PM IV - 6PM
IGirls" BB Rockwood [V - 7:15PM
Boys" Wrestling Boys” Wrestling (H]}
Bellwood-Antis (H) [West Shamakin (H) UH - 4:30PM
IH - 6pm UH - 6pm WV - 6BPM
V- 7pm V- 7pm
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
IGirls" BB Turkeyfoot |3 Hour Early Mo School Merry Christmas Mo School Boys" Varsity BB P-0
(H} Dizmissal Christmas Vacation Christmas Vacation [Tournament TBD
UH - 4:30PM
W - BPM irls" Varsity BB IGirls" Varsity BB
Richland Christmas [Richland Christmas
ournament TBD Tournament TEBD
2B 29 30 31
Boys" Varsity BB P-O|Mo School Mo School Mew Year's Eve




