
 

 

School Governance Council Meeting 10/21/2025 

Attendance:  

Dr. Stasaitis 

Mr. Ferreira 

Jessica Gaddis       

Isa Alves 

Doug Donato 

Hanalei Cocchiola 

Jazmin Alves 

Mr. Cheatham 

Amy (WSO) 

 

Mr. Cheatham – Welcomed everyone and started our meeting!  Mrs. 
Terhune submitted her notes. 

Mrs. Terhune – September/October 2025  

WAMS / Palace Theater  

September/October 2025 

 Chief Production Officer Dave Flowers had a production meeting with 

the Clara & The Nutcracker team on October 21, and another 

meeting with the Chicago team on October 24. 

 The “Learning in the Wings” technical theater internship schedule 

was sent over to WAMS at the start of the school year. Two students 

expressed interest but have not replied to Dave Flowers regarding 

dates/shows they would like to sign up for. There are several out-of-

district students who are eager to participate, so he may not be able to 

hold spots for long. 

 Thank you to WAMS teacher Justin Amenta, who recently helped test 

a device used for KC and the Sunshine Band! 

 We have received a couple of grants for student tickets to see Clue in 

December, so I will be reaching out about that, probably next month. 



 

 

Thank you to Dr. Stasaitis for writing a wonderful letter of support for 

one of those grants! 

 We also received funding for this year’s after-school program, which 

will center around Blue Man Group and The Music Man. It will be 

called Instruments of Change: Building Creative Communities and 

will run Feb-March 2026. Registration information will be sent out 

later this fall. 

 We have more education and ticket-related grant requests pending. 

 The Broadway Season 2025-2026: Austen’s Pride, Tina: The Tina 

Turner Musical, Clue, Blue Man Group, Stereophonic, The Music 

Man. 

 Here’s to a good year for WAMS and the arts! 

Mr. Donato 

Waterbury Symphony Orchestra 

Education committee will visit WAMS and see the mentorship program   

It is important for the leaders to visit 

Ms. Amy 

Waterbury Symphony Orchestra 

Budget was cut.  Thanked Mr. Donato for obtaining the extra funding.  In 
the orchestra, Ed and Amy work with the teachers.  School shutdown, 
during covid, becoming very apparent - seeing it with 6th graders 

Mr. Ferreira - The Winter Concert is scheduled for Friday, December 12 

Mr. Donato and Ms. Amy weekends are challenging for musicians 

Dr. Stasaitis & Mr. Ferreira – will look into other possible dates 

Dr. Stasaitis – lots of opportunities ie. college visits, list below 

November 21-23 Chicago 

Openings at WAMS looking for an Attendance Counselor 

Mr. O’Neil and Mr. Ostrander leaving the Waterbury Public School district    

Mr. Ferreira -  MTSS interventions looked at which students would 
benefit 



 

 

21st Century after-school program experiencing budget cuts 

Funding for Seven Angels back in January 

Open House had over 100 families – huge turnout  

Ms. Gaddis – Shakesperience  

At WAMS - SEPTEMBER 

 Shakespeare class doing Macbeth. They had auditions already 
 Middle School doing an Edgar Allen Poe script and holding auditions 

today after school 

  The concept is around exploring both the theatricality of cyclical 
nature of life and death. I revised the script after the directing class 
read it, and I believe it’s in its final draft now, but we may tweak it a 
little based on feedback and/or casting 

At Shakesperience 

 Bringing back The Gift of Peace this December. Auditions are: Oct 4 
1:00-2:00, Oct 8 

  5:30-6:30, Oct 9 9:30-10:30. Show dates are Dec 11-13 

At WAMS - OCTOBER  

 Shakespeare class doing Macbeth.  They had auditions already. 
 Middle School doing an Edgar Allen Poe script that includes:  The 

Conqueror Worm, The Masque of the Red Death, The Raven, The 
Oval Portrait, and, The Tell-Tale Heart.  Its concept is based on the 
cyclical and theatricality of life.  Staging for the first three pieces is 
complete.  The actors are getting more tablework than they normally 
would for a middle school production. 

 Encore or after-school 

At Shakesperience 

 Bringing back The Gift of Peace this December.  Show dates are 
December 11-13 

 WAMS alum Clark Atkinson is doing workshops with us 

 

 



 

 

Miss Cocchiola –   

PSAT/SAT: digital readiness and testing days went well, felt comfortable 
and prepared 

Chicago: students from band are playing in the orchestra, shows on 11/21, 
22, 23 

Tri-M: going to sell themed roses for Chicago and will try to do so with all 
other performances as well, thinking about setting up an RSVP for rose 
sales for people attending the shows so we know how many roses to buy, 
considering making an Instagram account 

NJHS and NHS: switched to new officer model where five people are 
elected as officers and rotate through each position  

Middle school show: collaboration is happening in directing class with the 
director 

Sleepy Hollow event: very positive response, great way to integrate 
academics with the arts 

Pink-Out: 10/28, profits go to funding for breast cancer 
research/awareness 

Open house: more people than ever before/lots of interest 

Miss Alves – Made ribbons in Key Club for cancer awareness 

Community Day – Waterbury Public Schools 

Applying for scholarship and working on essays 

Physical Education possible field trip – great opportunity to exercise 
outside of the gym 

Spanish club – field trip 

Youth Summit – State of Connecticut Commission on Human Rights and 
Opportunities (CHRO) at UCONN School of Law - November 1st  

Mrs. Alves – Title I budget has also been cut in half 

Participated in the Community Day at Hamilton Park 

Financial Literacy Night is on November 12, 2025 

Mr. Cheatham – Thanked everyone for coming – meeting 
adjourned 



 

 

Events September / October 2025 

Monday 9/22: B Day 
  
Tuesday 9/23: A Day 
  
Wednesday 9/24: B Day 
9AM Governance Meeting 
Digital Readiness Test for Students in Grade 9-11 
Regular full day 
Family Paint Night 
 

 

Thursday 9/25: A Day 
PTO Craft night 
  
Friday 9/26: B Day 
Career Fair HS Students Grades 9-11 
*MS permission slips for Urban Air are due Wednesday 9/24 for Grades 6 & 7 
 
Attention all Middle Schoolers:  The WAMS Theater Department will be holding auditions for 
the middle school production of The Short Stories of Edgar Allen Poe on Wednesday, 
September 24th from 2:00-4:00.  If interested, you must sign up at the call board and take a 
permission slip.  All permission slips must be signed and turned in  by the 22nd.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Mr. Schulte. 
 
School Events Save the Date! 
9/17 Early Dismissal 11AM All students 
9/25 - PTSO Sticker Craft Night - 6:00 - 7:30 – Café 
9/27 – The Gathering  
10/6 Lottery Opens 
10/7 Fall PSAT Testing Date Students 9, 10, 11 Possible Early Dismissal 
10/8 NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 
 10/16 - FAFSA Night - 5:30 - 6:30 - Cafe 
10/17 - PTSO HS Halloween Dance - 7 - 9 - Atrium 
10/21 - Journal Making Class - 6:00 - 7:30 - Cafe 
10/24 - PTSO MS Halloween Dance - 6:30 - 8:30 – Atrium 
10/27 – Family Paint Night 
10/29 End of MP 1 
 
 
Events from Cheryl Katz, WAMS College and Career Coordinator! 
September: 
September 8th, 2025 Boys and Girls Club HS Lunch Wave Table 
September 11th, 2025 University of New Haven HS Lunch Wave Table 
September 16th, 2025 Waterbury Youth Services HS Lunch Wave Table 
September 18th, 2025 Rep Visit - Albertus Magnus HS Lunch Wave Table 
September 23rd, 2025 Post University HS Lunch Wave Table 
September 26th, 2025 College and Career Fair 9:00 am - 11:00 am 
    
  
October: 



 

 

October 7th, 2025 Rep Visit - SCSU  HS Lunch Wave Table 
October 16th, 2025 Rep Visit - Columbia Univ HS Lunch Wave Table 
October 16th, 2025 FAFSA Parent Info Night 5:30-6:30 
October 22nd, 2025 Rep Visit - NVCC HS Lunch Wave Table 
October 29, 2025 UCONN Campus Tour 

11th and 12th Grade 
7:30 am depart WAMS 
1:00 pm arrival WAMS 

   
  
November: 
TBD-November 6th or 13th, 2025 FAFSA NIGHT 5:30-7:30 
November 14th, 2025 WCSU Campus Tour - 11th & 12th Grade November 14th, 2025 
       
      
WAMS STUDENT STORE: 
https://wamsstudent2025-2026.itemorder.com/shop/home/ 
 
WAMS CLUBS: 
 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19n34k22gCDKgepb_bklU0R08P_uAIxjcfOEWcoEIRl
k/edit?usp=sharing 
 

*all grade 7 students should have come home with their Smarter Balanced 

Assessment scores. 

 

Next meeting November 25, 2025 @9:00 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wamsstudent2025-2026.itemorder.com/shop/home/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19n34k22gCDKgepb_bklU0R08P_uAIxjcfOEWcoEIRlk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19n34k22gCDKgepb_bklU0R08P_uAIxjcfOEWcoEIRlk/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


