Course Level Change Requests and Open Enrollment (Self-Selection)

The students, parents, community and staff of the Plainview-Old Bethpage Central School
District value the pursuit of scholastic excellence. Part of our school district’s mission is to
challenge all students to reach their highest potential. The district’s Self-Selection policy is
designed to make this goal a practical reality for all students.

Working collaboratively with the middle schools and high school, parents make informed
decisions on the best academic placements for their children at the secondary level (7-12). The
schools provide parents and students with information on course offerings, which specifies any
prerequisites, identifies the difficulty level, describes the content of the course, and explains the
expectations for students in each class. While this process is a collaborative one, it is district
policy to honor the students’ and parents’ final decision.

As the skills needed for success at the college level may take time to fully develop, students
are encouraged to allow time for adjustment to the rigors of Honors and AP courses.

Students who have not been recommended by their teacher for an Honors or AP course
may still enroll in the course. In such cases, the student may be asked to meet with their counselor
and request a “Self-Selection Form”. The counselor and/or academic chairperson, based on the
student’s academic record and progress, may require that a conversation take place regarding the
appropriateness of the student’s choice(s). In these cases, the form must be completed by the
student and signed by the parent or guardian in order to complete the enrollment for that course.

If a student finds that their course is not the appropriate level, they may request a level
change. Students and parents should be advised that once a student has signed up for a
course, there is no assurance that a request for a level change can be accommodated. All
requests will be subject to availability. In addition, it is important to note that requesting a
level change for a particular course may result in an undesirable disruption to the student’s
original schedule. When requesting any level change students will be placed in the lowest
enrolled section of the corresponding desired course. Level changes made after the deadline
(end of the first quarter) will result in the grade following into the new course. Students are
encouraged to research their course options carefully when choosing their courses.

Teachers, counselors and departmental supervisors are available to discuss questions
regarding the course expectations and recommended preparation. It is important to note,
however, that the final decision regarding placement rests with the students and his/her parent.



