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Our goal tonight...
Draw connections between your own
high school experiences and the
journey your student is about to begin

Examine how the high school
experience has changed

Create confidence in the course
selection process

Build excitement about your
student’s high school experience
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Course Load

What will be 
familiar?

Graduation Requirements

Coursework Grades

Weighted Course Options

Athletics/Activities

Student Services Support
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Graduation
Requirements
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COMMUNICATION ARTS 

MATH

SCIENCE

SOCIAL STUDIES

PE

ELECTIVES (X2)

Freshman Semester 
Course Load

Drawing
Painting 
Ceramics 
Film & Video Arts
 
Band
Orchestra
Choir

Spanish
German
French

Chinese
ASL

S

Intro to Engineering Design
Automotive 1
Intro to Hospitality/Culinary Arts
Intro to Business
Computer Programming 1



Honors

Advanced Placement

Dual Credit

Course Levels Regular/College Preparatory
A College Prep class helps high school students strengthen their
skills and confidence to succeed in future challenges, providing a
strong foundation for college-level work.

Designed by curricular committees within District 203 and
eligible to earn an honors point for a student’s GPA. 

Designed by the College Board, which reviews courses and
teachers to meet college-level standards. Passing AP exams
can earn college credit.

Academic behaviors that contribute
to success in weighted classes:

Students actively prepare for and participate
in classroom learning
Students who persevere with challenging tasks
& assignments  
Students advocate for themselves & pursue
additional help support from teachers

Dual Credit lets high school students take college-level classes to
earn both high school and college credit at the same time,
saving money and getting ahead for college.
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Years of
English

Years of Math
(4 preferred)

Years of 
Science

Common College Admission
Requirements

Note that these requirements will vary by institution

Years of 
Social Studies

Years of 
Language, 
Music, Art, 

or CTE
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Resources

Resources to help students and families access
information quickly and easily as they work to plan their
Redhawk experience from classes to extracurriculars, as
well as work towards their post-secondary goals. 
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Students are assigned teams by last name

NCHS Student Services
Assignment Team Members

Each team has a dean, psychologist,
social worker, counselor, student
advocacy specialist and nurse
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Over 100 
Sports &  Activities

Over 100 
Sports &  Activities



SOAR What will be 
different from my
experience?

Pathways/Endorsements

Post-Secondary Trends
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Three bell schedules S



Success of all Redhawks
(SOAR)

SOAR

Advisory

Support

Peer Connections
School Wide Initiatives
Safety Drills
Counseling Lessons
Red Crew

Academic Support
Quiet Study Spaces
Collaborative Spaces
College App Supports
Course Selection Help

How do we
ensure that all
students feel
included and
valued?

S
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The NCHS Class of 2025
earned 54 CCPE diploma
endorsements: 
1 Plant Systems
8 Entrepreneurship
5 Finance/Accounting
4 Marketing
2 Emergency Med Tech
1 Health Sciences
3 Nursing Assistant
12 Education & Training
6 IT- Systems
3 IT- Programming &
Software
1 Plant Science

M

*Other diploma seals:
28 Seal of Biliteracy
51 Illinois Global Scholar

College & Career
Pathway Endorsements



Additional Considerations

Let’s talk about
course selection
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Timeline



Class of 2030 Course Selection Timeline

January 6

You will receive an
email from NCHS
with your student's
course
recommendations

January 7 January 8,9,12

8th grade students to
tour NCHS

1/8: Kennedy &
Private Schools
1/9: Madison &
Jefferson
1/12: Lincoln 

January 14

Freshman Family
Orientation Nights
(6:30-8:30pm, starting
in the NCHS Main Gym)

8th grade
STUDENTS are able
to enter classes in
their 4-year plan
in SchooLinks

M



Class of 2030 Course Selection Timeline
Continued

January 23

8th graders in
D203 must have
their courses
entered in
SchooLinks.

January 27-29 February 1

8th graders who attend
private schools will
submit course
selections to NCHS.

NCHS Counselors meet with
students  to review and
finalize course requests.  

Madison – January 29
Lincoln – January 28
Jefferson – January 28 
Kennedy – January 27
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Additional Considerations

Will lock in your student’s course selections for the 25-26 school yearJanuary 27-29 meetings

In May... You will receive an email detailing what classes your student(s) chose &
instructions to follow if you need to make a change

20-Day Drop Policy Timeline (from the start of a semester) to withdraw from a course into
a study hall without reflection on a student’s transcript

Disgree with a course
recommendation?

1) Speak to your student’s junior high teachers
2) Reach out to the Naperville Central Department Chairs to learn
more about specific classes
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Join 
Text the number 81010 with the message

@nc30parent 

Revisiting our goal
Build excitement about your
student’s high school experience

S

Steve Jeretina
Assisant Principal of Curriculum and Instruction

Merigan Neben
Assistant Principal of Student Services

sjeretina@naperville203.org

mneben@naperville203.org

8th Grade Course Comparison by
Core Area



Building a Balanced Freshman Year Schedule  (Auditorium)
Erin LeRoy & Maddie Corder

Breakout Sessions 
S

Math & Science Course Options with Q&A  (Orchestra Room)
Scott Miller & Dan Olandese

Communication Arts & Social Studies Course Options with Q&A  (Black Box Theatre)
Mike Doman & Dave Ashton

Fine Arts, World Languages, CTE options with Q&A  (Room 48)
Becky Mancuso, Ignacio Gamboa, Wright King

Select up to three sessions 

(20 minutes each)


