
 
Agenda: Curriculum Council 

December 8, 2025 | 4:30 p.m.  -  6:00 p.m. |  Kyrene School District Office- Training Room 3  
Curriculum Council Members Present: Sarah Collins, Bunny Davis, Amy Gingell, Megan Grothman, Sandra 
Laine, Delia Lyding, Myrah Monson, Laura Prefling, Ildiko Sloan, Jacinta Sorgel, Josh Mendoza, Stacey Travers 

Curriculum Council Members Absent: Kyle Ross 

Presenters: Lainie Sgouros, Kelly Kimbrall 
 
Item Details Time Notes 

Welcome and 
Call to Order 

 4:30-4:40 Introduction of new board member and council member 
introductions. 

Review, Discuss 
and Take Action 
on 
Supplemental 
Resource 
Request 

Review 1 
supplemental 
resource request: 
 

Erika’s 
Lighthouse: 
Mental Health and 
Suicide Prevention 
Curriculum 
(Grades 4–8) 
 
 

4:40-5:10 Presentation from Lainie Sguaros and Kelly Kimbrall 
Erika’s Lighthouse - 2 different requests 
 
Middle School - Signs of Suicide that is program at all middle 
schools. One middle school (KMS) has asked if there was another 
program that could be used to support students.  The program is 
free and anyone can access through a log in.  This program is an 
educator centered program.  KMS is looking to replace signs of 
suicide to help support mental health and depression as well as 
suicide prevention. Training would occur with counselors to 
support schools in choosing the program they need to support 
students.  
 
Elementary - This would be considered a tier 2 & 3 program that 
would focus on coping strategies and supports.  It is not being 
considered for tier 1 at this time in elementary. This would be a 
small group approach and require parental consent.  This 
program is different from the middle school program.  It focuses 
on good mental health.  Some states use it as a vetted program to 
meet their standards.  Over 1 million students have used this 
program. 
 
The approval will be for 4-8 grades with middle school 6-8 being a 
core program and 4-5 as a tier 2 & 3 program.  It meets the 
standard for technology with Youtube videos and adult access 
web based programs. 
 

Review, Discuss 
and Take Action 
on Request for 
Reconsideration 

Review 1 Request 
for Reconsideration: 
 

Fighting Words 
By: Kimberly 
Brubaker Bradley 

5:10-5:50 This book was submitted for reconsideration from a parent based 
concern for a 5th grade student and the content being not 
appropriate.  This text is only at middle school except in one 
elementary school.  The request is to remove it entirely from our 
collection.  Discussed that this book is available for 5th grade and 
up and is an award winning book that is likely why it was 
purchased for the collections at middle schools and perhaps at 
the one elementary school. 
 



 

Item Details Time Notes 

This books can be removed, kept or moved to the young adult 
category. 
Young adults are considered 12-18 years old but we do use 
multiple sources (American Library Association, Follett, etc.) to 
evaluate the general age group that is placed in our young adult 
sections.  Students must have parental permission to be allowed 
to check out the young adult text.   
Committee Comments: 

●​ The themes seem to be for older children and it feels like 
there should be some follow up with an adult for this 
content.   

●​ Feels like this is likely to be better in a young adult 
section even though there are upper elementary students 
that might need this resource to be seen.   

●​ Do our school counselors have a list of books that can 
support students if they are experiencing emotions and 
need for this type of resource?  Not at this time but it 
would be possible if it were needed. 

●​ Access to this book that shows situations like sexual 
assault, homelessness swearing etc. provides a different 
perspective and was good for kids. 

●​ This book was checked out only a few times. 
●​ Might be concerned with this in K-5 but 6-8 would be fine. 

It opens up topics that you can have good discussions 
with your child about from this book.   

●​ Parental permission would allow us to have a 
compromise regarding this parent's concern. 

We can remove this book,  keep this book available for  
elementary, keep it available in Middle School or add it to the 
young adult classification. 
 

Closing of 
Meeting 

Remind of upcoming 
meeting dates 

5:50 Vote taken for two items under consideration electronically. 
 
Supplemental Request Results: Erika’s Lighthouse 
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Request for Reconsideration Results: Fighting Words 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Contact Sarah Collins at scollins@kyrene.org or  480 541-1167 with any questions. 

mailto:scollins@kyrene.org

