
Dear Upland Unified School District Community,
Across the District, campuses are buzzing with holiday and end-of-year activities 
as we head into the winter break. Amidst the excitement, I would like to take a 
moment to highlight some of the many standout activities and achievements 
taking place, and to acknowledge that they are made possible through the 
ongoing dedication of our entire school community.

Congratulations to the Upland High sports teams that have wrapped up their 
seasons. Both football and flag football advanced to the CIF playoffs and 
showed their prowess on the field before their seasons came to an end. We 
also highlight our Highlander scholar-athletes who were recently celebrated 
on National College Signing Day. We are incredibly proud of their hard work, 
determination, and the example they set for our entire school community.

We are pleased to share that all 14 of our schools have been recognized 
by the San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools for their strong 
implementation of Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports. This 
recognition reflects the District’s commitment to building supportive and 
inclusive campuses where students feel connected, safe, and ready to thrive. It also marks the first time that 13 
of our 14 schools earned gold or platinum, the highest levels of recognition. These awards truly represent the 
collective efforts of our students, families, teachers, support staff, and administrators, all working together to create 
positive school cultures.

In November, incoming freshmen got their first glimpse of life as Highlanders through Upland High School’s 
signature transition events, Highlander Day and Incoming Families Night. These events give future students and 
their families the opportunity to explore academic programs, athletics, and extracurricular activities while meeting 
staff and student leaders. It is always inspiring to see the excitement and confidence these experiences build as 
students prepare for the next chapter of their educational journey.

As we prepare to close out 2025 and step into a new year, I want to express my sincere gratitude to our entire 
school community for your continued commitment to creating excellence for our students. Our support staff, 
teachers, and administrators work tirelessly to ensure that every student feels welcomed, supported, and 
increasingly prepared to pursue their goals.

Along with our Board of Education, I wish you a joyful holiday season filled with rest, renewal, and time spent with 
loved ones.

With gratitude,

Lynn J. Carmen Day, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools 
Upland Unified School District
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All Upland Unified Schools Earn Recognition for 
Excellence in Positive Behavioral Supports
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Upland Unified School District’s 14 schools have been honored by 
the San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools for their 
strong implementation of Positive Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports (PBIS), highlighting the District’s ongoing work to build 
supportive, inclusive campuses where students feel connected and 
ready to thrive. 

This year marks the first time that 13 out of 14 schools in Upland 
Unified earned recognition at the gold or platinum levels. Upland 
Elementary and Cabrillo Elementary received platinum recognition 
for the second time, while Baldy View and Pepper Tree elementary 
schools earned platinum for the first time. Citrus Elementary and 
Hillside High School achieved gold recognition for the first time 
and Foothill Knolls, Magnolia, Sierra Vista, Sycamore, and Valencia 
elementary schools earned repeat gold recognition. Upland High 
School received a repeat silver recognition.

Schools in San Bernardino County are recognized annually for 
effective PBIS implementation at four levels: bronze, silver, gold, 
and platinum. Platinum-level schools demonstrate the highest 
level of implementation and maintain strong systems that reflect 
exceptional dedication to fostering positive, student-centered 
school cultures. Read more.

Principal Martin Gomez welcomes students with smiles and high fives on the first day of 
school at Upland High School. Upland High recently obtained silverlevel recognition from 
the San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools for its implementation of PBIS.

Baldy View Elementary School Principal Angela 
Huerta (left) accepted the school’s firstever 
platinumlevel PBIS recognition plaque during an 
awards ceremony on November 12. 

https://www.upland.k12.ca.us/resources/press-releases
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Upland Unified School District’s incoming freshmen 
got a first look at the high school experience during 
Upland High School’s signature transition events, 
Highlander Day and Incoming Families Night. The 
events introduced future Highlanders to the school’s 
vibrant academic, athletic, and extracurricular 
offerings, helping students and families build 
excitement and confidence as they prepare for the 
year ahead.

Highlander Day invited approximately 800 eighth-
grade students to Upland High School for an 
immersive, hands-on introduction to high school 
life. Students spent the day touring classrooms, 
exploring Career Technical Education (CTE) pathways, 
participating in a club fair, meeting student-athletes, 
connecting with peer leaders, and taking part in a 
spirited pep rally led by Associated Student Body, 
cheer, and performance groups. Read more.

Upland High School Welcomes Incoming Freshmen 
Through Highlander Day and Incoming Families Night

On Highlander Day, members of Upland High School’s environmental club, Roots and Shoots, talk to current eighth graders 
about their high school experience. The event is an opportunity for students to learn more about school life at UHS.

Incoming Families Night at Upland High School welcomed eighth graders and their families to campus for information sessions 
about the school and the breadth of college and career preparation opportunities available to freshmen students.

https://www.upland.k12.ca.us/resources/press-releases

