
Educational Programs & Operations Levy

Capital Levy (Technology & Critical Repairs)

School Bus Levy



Land Acknowledgement
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We acknowledge that we are on the Indigenous Land of Coast Salish 
peoples who have reserved treaty rights to this land, specifically the 
Snoqualmie Indian Tribe and Duwamish. We thank these caretakers of this 
land who have lived and continue to live here since time immemorial.



Why Are We Here?
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Three local education levies will 
expire if they are not renewed 
by voters in 2026.

You may have questions about the 
proposed renewal levy measures.

You may have heard questions from others 
in our community. 

We’re here to:

• Answer your questions

• Share facts and resources about 
the renewal levy measures

• Provide information to share 
within your network, 
neighborhood and throughout 
our community



Our Vision & Mission
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Vision
All students thrive as they engage in meaningful 
learning that unlocks their passion and potential 
to positively impact the world. 

Mission
Our students will be prepared for and eager to 
accept the academic, occupational, personal 
and practical challenges of life in a dynamic 
global environment.



How Levies Bridge the Funding Gap
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State & Federal Dollars Fall Short

• State and federal funding doesn’t fully meet student needs, so 
local levies sustain essential programs, mental health supports, 
and safe schools.

Levies Maintain School Programs

• Provide resources for staffing, technology, transportation 
operations, and enrichment such as career/technical education, 
dual language, and advanced coursework.

Needed Share of Funding

• EP&O levy funds 16.6% of the general fund and reflects 
community partnership through strong local voter support. 



Levies Sustain Student Learning
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What is a Levy? 
▪ Local property tax that funds day-to-day student 

learning and operations.

▪ Supports student learning through enrichment, staffing, 
safety, transportation, technology, and critical repairs.

▪ Bridges the gap between state/federal funding and real 
student needs.

▪ Typically renewed every 4 years (with voter approval).

▪ Designed to keep local school taxes stable while 
sustaining high-quality programs.

▪ To validate a school levy, a simple majority is required 
(50% plus one vote).

What is a Bond? 
▪ Large construction projects

▪ Require a 60% supermajority



What’s the Focus in 2026?
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February 10, 2026 Ballot Date

• 4-year Educational Programs & Operations (EP&O) Levy

- Continues operations of student services, enrichment and safety beyond what is provided 
by state and federal funding

- Allows for expanding student well-being supports and broadening academic opportunities

• 4-year Capital Levy (Technology and Critical Repairs)

- Delivers up-to-date classroom technology, applications, device support and network 
infrastructure

- Addresses urgent safety needs, prioritizing the highest-impact repairs to buildings and 
systems

• 1-year Transportation (School Bus) Levy

- Provides safe, sustainable, and reliable transportation while managing maintenance costs 
through fleet modernization, including adding electric buses and expanding charging 
infrastructure.

Developed in partnership with our community through the Levy Advisory Committee process.



2026 Education Programs and 
Operations (EP&O) Renewal Levy

Proposition 1
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EP&O Funding

9

The Educational Programs & 
Operations Levy represents 
a significant amount (16.6%) 
of the annual general fund 
operating budget.



Proposition 1
Four-year Levy

Sustains necessary programs not fully funded by the state, 
including:

• Student Well-Being: nurses, mental health counselors, 
behavior supports, security staff, VOICE Mentor 
Program, equity programs, extracurricular activities

• Academic Opportunities: 7-period high school day, 
dual language, Gibson Ek, curriculum, interventions, 
special education services

• Organizational Effectiveness: additional teachers and 
compensation, substitutes, custodial and maintenance 
staff, transportation – all above state funding

Educational Programs & Operations Levy
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Student Well-Being
Levy Investment Examples:

Health and Safety Supports: 

• Mental Health Counseling Services
• School Nurses and Nursing Support
• School Security Officers and Department Staff
• Behavior Support / Multi-Tiered Systems of Support

Student Guidance, Connections, and Activities: 
• Additional Guidance Counseling Services
• Family Partnership / Equity Department
• VOICE Mentors
• Clubs, Sports and Activities 

Educational Programs & Operations Levy
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Academic Opportunities
Levy Investment Examples:

Expanded Instructional Time & Supports: 

• 7-Period High School Day
• Innovative Academic Offeringsnnovative Aca

Specialized Pathways: 
• Dual Language
• Gibson Ek High School (Competency-Based High School)

Bridging State Shortfalls: 
• Delivering Legally Required Special Education Services
• Materials, Supplies and Operating Costs Above State 

Funding

Educational Programs & Operations Levy
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Organizational Effectiveness
Levy Investment Examples:

Staffing and Compensation: 
Maintain class sizes; supporting and retaining staff
• Funds additional teachers and workdays beyond state 

funding to maintain smaller class sizes and support 
student learning.

• Provides substitute coverage and sick leave buy-back to 
retain and support staff.

Operational Costs: 
Reliable access to school and activities
• Supports custodial and maintenance staffing for clean, 

safe schools and reliable transportation operations that 
ensure students can get to school and activities every day.

Educational Programs & Operations Levy
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Proposition 1: Additional Facts
 

The proposal remains below the district's legal levy 
capacity. We are only asking for the funding necessary 
to sustain current programs and plan for potential 
future program expansion such as:
 

• Mental Health Counseling and Supports for Students
• Early Learning Programs
• Dual Language (for example, Mandarin)
• Safety and Security

Educational Programs & Operations Levy
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EP&O Levy Amounts

2027 2028 2029 2030

$75,200,000 $78,200,000 $81,000,000 $82,800,000

Total four-year amount of $317,200,000



2026 Capital Renewal Levy

Proposition 2: 
Technology & Critical Repairs
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Capital Levy: Technology
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Proposition 2
Four-year Levy

• Sustains: District-provided 1:1 devices for students 
and staff, plus technology training and support.

• Strengthens Cybersecurity: Ongoing investments in 
threat detection, annual testing, and staff training.

• Modernizes Infrastructure: Upgrades to network, 
servers, and classroom technology.

• Launches New Initiatives: AI for Education tools, 
data warehouse, and crisis alert platform.

Capital Levy (Technology) Amounts

2027 2028 2029 2030

$24,866,000 $25,379,000 $26,006,000 $26,658,000

Total four-year amount of $102,909,000



Capital Levy: Critical Repairs
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Proposition 2
Four-year Levy

• Total Investment: $55.6 million over four years.

• Addresses Priority Facility Needs: Roofing, HVAC, 
safety and security, plumbing, and field improvements 
to keep students and staff warm, safe, and dry.

• Focused Approach: Targets the highest-priority repairs 
and replacements across schools to maintain safe and 
efficient learning environments.

Category Amount

Roofing Improvements $15.2 million

HVAC / Plumbing $12.4 million

Safety and Security 
Improvements $12 million

Sports Fields Improvements $11.2 million

Project Management $2.6 million

Miscellaneous Repairs and 
Improvements $1.7 million

Food Service Equipment $0.5 million

Total $55.6 million

Capital Levy (Critical Repairs) Amounts

2027 2028 2029 2030

$14,303,000 $12,427,000 $13,335,000 $14,536,000



Capital Levy: Critical Repairs
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Critical Repairs Total by Feeder Pattern

• Districtwide includes Gibson Ek 
High School improvements

• Issaquah High School field turf 
was recently replaced, while 
Liberty and Skyline include 
investment in stadium field turf

• Roof repair and replacement 
investments are higher for 
schools in the Liberty and Skyline 
feeder pattern based on the age 
of those facilities



2026
School Bus Levy

Proposition 3
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School Bus Levy
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Proposition 3
One-year Levy

• Maintains Safe, Reliable Buses: Replaces aging 
diesel buses with cleaner, more efficient models to 
provide safe and reliable transportation.

• Expands Electric Fleet: Adds up to 17 new electric 
buses and charging infrastructure to reduce 
emissions, lower fuel costs, and advance the 
district's sustainability and environmental 
stewardship goals.

School Bus Levy Amounts

2027 2028 2029 2030

$2,000,000 - - -



Tax Rate Information
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ISD Combined Tax Rate History; Estimated 2026 Levy Rate
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ISD Combined Tax Rate History; Estimated 2026 Levy Rate
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2025 Combined Tax Rate Comparison: King County Districts

24Source: King County Assessor

Issaquah School District is at the 
midpoint of King County districts



How Local School Taxes Fit Into Your Property Tax Bill
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• Local school district taxes are only one part of a total property tax bill.

• The Issaquah School District’s portion includes voter-approved EP&O, Capital 
(Technology & Critical Repairs), School Bus levies, and bonds, totaling an estimated 
$3.09 per $1,000 of assessed value in 2026.

• Local levies are the only school taxes that come directly back to the Issaquah School 
District. The State School Fund portion is collected by the state and redistributed 
among all school districts in Washington.

• The remainder of your tax bill funds King County, cities, libraries, fire/EMS, and other 
local districts.

Learn more about individual homeowner impact:
www.isd411.org/levies-2026



Important Facts
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Stable Tax Rate
Keeps the combined local school rate about $3.09 per $1,000 of assessed 
value, maintaining tax stability for families and the community.

Levies Cover the Funding Gaps

State and federal dollars don’t fully fund what students need. Levies fill the 
gap by supporting mental health, safety, transportation, technology, and 
critical repairs.

Three Levies Working Together
EP&O, Capital (Technology & Critical Repairs), and School Bus levies provide 
funding to sustain important programs, safe schools, and reliable 
transportation.



Important Facts
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Levy 2026: No New Construction
Focused on maintaining and modernizing 
existing schools and systems. No funding 
is proposed for new building projects.

Community-Driven
Developed through a five-meeting 
process with more than 60 students, 
staff, and community members reaching 
consensus on the final recommendations.



Election Information
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Election Date:

• February 10, 2026

Last day to register online:

• February 2, 2026

Ballots mailed:

• January 21, 2026

Ballots due:

• February 10, 2026



Learn more about the
February 10, 2026
Renewal Levies
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www.isd411.org/levies-2026

Levy Email: Issaquah2026Levies@issaquah.wednet.edu



FEB. 10, 2026 ELECTION

30

THANK YOU
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