
Wyoming High School Book Rationale ​ ​ Title: The Tempest 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Author: William Shakespeare 
 
❖​ Intended Audience: 10th graders 
❖​ Brief Summary and Educational Significance: 

Prospero, the rightful Duke of Milan, uses magic to shipwreck his usurping 
brother and other nobles on his island, where he has lived in exile with his 
daughter Miranda. Through a series of events involving spirits, shipwrecked 
nobles, and personal reckonings, Prospero confronts betrayal, seeks 
justice, and ultimately forgives his enemies. The play ends with 
reconciliation, Prospero renouncing his magic, and plans to return to 
Milan. 
Shakespeare is a foundational figure in the Western literary canon, and 
The Tempest is one of his most widely studied plays due to its tightly 
crafted plot, vivid imagery, and exploration of human nature. The text 
exemplifies Shakespeare’s mastery of verse and dramatic structure while 
presenting themes that continue to influence literature, theater, and 
modern storytelling. Its combination of magic, political conflict, and moral 
questions makes it highly significant as a work of cultural and historical 
importance. 

❖​ Purpose of teaching the work and how it will be used:  

Although written in the early 17th century, The Tempest addresses ideas that 
remain meaningful for contemporary students, including: 

❖​ The use and abuse of power​
 

❖​ Freedom, confinement, and autonomy​
 

❖​ Conflict resolution and forgiveness​
 

❖​ Cultural encounter and colonization​
 



❖​ Family relationships and identity​
 These themes encourage students to reflect on ethical choices and 
social responsibility while making connections to present-day issues. 

 
❖​ Potential Problems:  

The text includes: 

The play includes: 

●​ Themes of colonization and power imbalance​
 

●​ Occasional references to violence​
 

●​ Emotional manipulation and control​
 All content is appropriate for guided discussion at the secondary level 
and provides opportunities to explore historical and cultural context in a 
thoughtful, age-appropriate way. 

  

 
❖​ Addressing Potential Problems: 

Introduce these themes before reading to provide historical and cultural 
context.​
 

Guide discussions with structured questions to ensure respect and 
sensitivity.​
 

Emphasize the literary, historical, and ethical dimensions rather than 
sensational aspects. 



 


