
Instructional Calendar
Adoption

2026-2027 & 2027-2028 School Years



Northwest ISD

Strategic Goals & 
Priorities

2023-2028



Last calendar committee - 2019

Committee Make-up

● Staff representation from each campus
● Campus administration from each level
● Parent representation from each feeder pattern
● District representation

Instructional Calendar Development



Timeline
• October 15 - Committee Meeting

• Review feedback from Thought Exchange
• Share additional thoughts

• October 29 - Committee Meeting
• Look at different calendar options

• November - Stakeholder Feedback

• December 2 - Committee Meeting

• December 8 - School Board Meeting

• January 12 - School Board Approval

• January 13 - DEIC Approval

Instructional Calendar Development



The Instructional Calendar Committee will provide 

input for a calendar that maximizes student learning 

by thoughtfully balancing instructional time, breaks, 

and professional learning. The committee will gather 

campus input, review guiding parameters, and 

generate recommendations that align with district 

goals and student needs.

Committee Goal



State Requirements

● Minimum 75,600 minutes
● Plus 2 additional snow days 
● 187 Required Teacher Work 

Days
● School Days must be 420 

minutes (ours are 445)

Requirements & Considerations

Other Considerations

● Holiday Breaks
● Start & End Dates
● Semester Breakdown
● Early Release Dates
● State Testing Dates
● Professional Learning Days
● TCC Schedule for Dual Credit
● Surrounding District Calendars



Thought Exchange

How does the structure of the academic 

calendar best support the learning needs of 

students in NISD?









Strategic time after 
breaks

Planning & professional 
learning time is important 
and appreciated.

What We Heard 

End Semester at 
Christmas

Allows for teachers and 
students to go into break 
completely finished with 
semester.

9 Weeks Grading 

9 weeks grading periods 
gives students adequate 
time to master learning 
before report cards.

Frequent Breaks

Frequent breaks allow 
teachers and students 
time to recharge.

Getting out before 
June

It is important for us to get 
out before Memorial Day.

Half-Days

There are a lot of mixed 
feelings about half days.



Proposed Calendar
for 2026-2027
School Year

Highlights
● Most similar to the calendar 

NISD has had in the past
● Kept Professional Learning 

Days and Planning Days 
after long breaks

● Reduced ½ days from 4 to 2
● Added 2 Teacher Planning 

days to the calendar



Proposed Calendar
for 2027-2028
School Year

Highlights
● New Teachers will not have to 

start until August 3rd.
● Later start date for the first day 

of school due to when the first 
day of August falls. 

● New STAAR testing will have 
end of year STAAR in May. 

● The year will still end before 
Memorial Day.



Questions?
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