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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

A Cozy Surprise: Valley View 2nd Graders See Their Designs Come to Life 

Ashwaubenon, WI – December 8, 2025 

This Friday, Mrs. Tricia Vertz’s 2nd-grade class at Valley View Elementary is in for a 
heartwarming surprise. For the past four months, a secret collaboration has been underway between 
the classroom and the “Yarn It All” Kaukauna Community Group. 

The project began this summer when Nancy Dey, Ms. Vertz’s aunt and a member of “Yarn It All,” 
reached out with an idea to connect her knitting group with local students. Ms. Vertz loved the concept, 
and the "Winter Hat Project" was born. 

Back in September, students colored in winter hat templates using their favorite colors and patterns. At 
the time, they believed it was just a fun art activity. Little did they know, those drawings were blueprints! 
Nancy Dey collected the artwork and distributed the designs to her knitting group. For the last several 
months, the ladies of “Yarn It All” have met weekly, meticulously knitting custom hats to match every 
single child’s unique drawing. 

The Big Reveal: The project culminates this Friday, December 12, at 12:30 PM. Students will receive 
a handwritten note from the knitter who worked on their project, along with their original drawing. When 
they open their gifts, they will be amazed to find a real, hand-knitted hat that perfectly matches the 
design they created months ago. 
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