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Conversations
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Welcome! Please Check - In
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Group Table Activity
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Post Secondary Perspective
By loving your children for more than their 

abilities and their outcomes, we show them that 

they are so much more than the sum of their 

accomplishments. 
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DePaul Prep Support
School Counselors
● Students are assigned to their school counselor for four years
● Individual meetings include: academic planning, assessing rigor, identifying strengths and 

interests, getting to know personalities, discussing testing schedule and scores
● Introduce Maia assessments (career and personality inventories)
● Support students junior and senior years: essay guidance and review, organization and 

meeting deadlines, support with stress, discern teacher recommendations, shape college 
lists

College Counselors
● Students assigned to college counselor mid-November of junior year
● Facilitate college planning meetings with families
● Build college lists, teach research skills, connect with college reps, guide college essay 

process, discuss test prep and scores, assist students with deadlines
IB / Post -Secondary Coordinators
● Offer guidance and information on the IB pathway and college, as well as career options
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College Counseling Supports
Freshman Year
● FRESH Foundations Curriculum
● Access to our Post Secondary Advisor, Ms Kucera
● Fall and Spring In-School Testing
● Access to Maia Learning Software
● Parent-Focused Coffee and Conversation Events

Sophomore Year
● FRESH Foundations Curriculum
● Access to our Post Secondary Advisor, Ms Kucera!
● Career Exploration Event “On-RAMp” - 49 alumni presenters
● Fall and Spring In-School Testing
● Spring Semester College Fair -130 colleges in attendance
● Two Spring Semester Campus Visit Opportunities: DePaul & Lake Forest
● Access to Maia Learning Software
● Parent-Focused Coffee and Conversation Events
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College Counseling Supports
Junior Year
● Fall College Admissions Rep Visits - 160 college representatives 
● Individual Family College Conference - Begin building your College list!
● Test Prep and In-School Testing
● Spring College Fair & Two Spring College Campus visit opportunities - NW/ Loyola
● Co-Teach English Courses (Essay building)
● Access to Maia Learning Software
● Athletic Recruitment Guidance
● College-Specific Rams Ready
● RAMp Up (early June)

Senior Year
● Application Support
● Individual Student Meetings
● Essay Development and Review
● Financial Aid Guidance
● College Specific Rams Ready
● Resume and Interview Support



faith · respect · excellence · service · health

Myth #1 

There is only one “dream” college for 
everyone.

TRUTH

Your child will thrive where their goals and 

values align
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Our Values-Based College Process
● How do your values connect to the college? 

● Take time for self-reflect 

○ What do I do well? Where do I tend to struggle?

○ When am I at my best? My worst?

○ What truly matters most to me?

○ What motivates me? What challenges me?

○ Where do I feel comfortable? Uncomfortable?

○ When do I feel purposeful?

○ What gifts do I have to give?
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Myth #2 

I’ve never heard of that college, so it 
can’t be any good.

TRUTH

Your sphere of influence is limited to 
exposure and relatively regional, there 

are 2000+ schools out there!
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Some DePaul Prep Class of 2025 College Data

● 10 Average applications per student 

● Students gained admission offers on 70% of their 

“applied to” colleges

● 459 Different colleges applied to

● 322 Different colleges admitted to 

● 68% of students were admitted to their #1 school!
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DePaul Prep Class of 2025 Enrolling Data

Top 10 Enrolling Schools
1. U of Illinois UC 38
2. UW-Madison       22
3. Indiana University       17
4. U of Missouri       14
5. U of Iowa       12

6. DePaul       11
7 (tie) Michigan St  8
7. (tie) Marquette   8
8. (tie) U of Tennessee  7
8. (tie) U of Kansas  7
8. (tie) U of Arizona       7
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Myth #3 

I heard that a student got into (College X) 
with a lower GPA and SAT than mine. It’s 

not fair!

TRUTH

Colleges value a variety of factors and each 
admissions office operates differently in 

line with their priorities*



faith · respect · excellence · service · health



faith · respect · excellence · service · health

Standardized Testing
Plan on the summer after 10th grade if you choose to do test prep
Testing cadence and timing

April 2026
October 2026
April 2027
October 2027

ACT and SAT National test dates open through July 2026

Test-Optional Status at Colleges
● 2000+ Test Optional Colleges for 2026
● 80% of our 2025 Grads used T.O. for all or some of their 

application
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Myth #4

I need to know my entire future 
before picking a school.

TRUTH

Undecided is the most popular major 
at most schools
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Myth #5 

This process is way too hard for a 
teenager to do!

TRUTH

Your child CAN do this. Colleges are 
not asking teens to do anything they 
are not capable of doing on their own
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Early Family Support - How Can I Help?
● Let your student Lead the Process

● Help organize campus visits, encourage exploration

● BE REAL. Discuss restrictions/limits openly

● Listen and be supportive - it’s an emotional time

● Keep a grounded approach - you know your child

● Respect YOUR child’s process - college is not a prize

● Flip the Script! Excitement > Anxiety

● Vet your sources. Lean on Experts > Rumor Mill

● Help foster a love of learning, support the struggle
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Course Registration
● Counselors begin course registration meetings in 

January and conclude by spring break. 
● Look over the course guide with your child during 

winter break. 
● Pay attention to course prerequisites and take future 

goals into consideration
● Consider progression through 4 years 

○ Are you increasing rigor throughout your time in 
high school? Keep your GPA Strong. Don’t 
Over-Stretch. Rigor AND balance!

● Use MAIA course planning to build out a tentative list.
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Pathways by Career/Major Interest
Health Sciences 

(Pre-Med, Exercise Science, Nursing, Pre-PT/OT)
Engineering/Computer Science

SCIENCE: Load up. 4 to 4+ 
Years
9, 10,11: Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics
12th: Forensic Science, 
Anatomy
11 & 12: IB Biology or IB 
Physics or AP Chem, AP 
Biology

MATH: 4 years
12: PreCalc, Calc, AP 
Calc, AP Stats, IB Math

Preferred path is to get to 
Calc, but not essential

SCIENCE: 4 to 4+ Years
9-11: Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics
12: Environmental Science, 
AP Biology, AP Chemistry
OR
11 & 12: IB Physics

SOCIAL STUDIES: 4 years
10: Chi History/US History or AP US History
11: IB History/Psych  or 
AP Psych/Euro/ Human Geo
12: IB cont. or AP Psych, AP Govt, AP Econ (and 
Sociology if not taken)

SOCIAL STUDIES: 
12: Strongly encourage 
AP or IB Psych

STEAM: Sustainable 
Urban Food Systems is a 
solid option - it’s science 
adjacent

MATH: 4 years
Must make it to Calculus 
(Geometry over summer)
11 & 12: IB Math A&A      
OR
12: AP Stats as a +1 

STEAM: Engineering Essentials, 
Robotics, Computer Science classes, 
Data Science

Business
(Finance/Economics/Accounting/Marketing)

High Level Humanities 
(English/Writing, Pre-Law, Journalism)

MATH: 4 + years
Algebra 1 > Geometry > Alg 2 
> PreCalc > Calc
Consider Geo over the summer

11 & 12: IB Math 
OR 

12: Statistics as a +1 option
OR IB Math 

SOCIAL SCIENCES: 4 
Years
Typical History Sequence - 
World History, US History, 
Econ/Gov
Strongly encourage AP 
Macroeconomics

ENGLISH: 4+ years
Consider IB Pathway
Creative Writing & 
Journalism
AP Lit & AP Lang

SOCIAL STUDIES:4 Years
11: IB Diploma Programme
12: IB Diploma Programme, AP Psych, or AP 
Gov/Econ

IB Psychology

STEAM
Best Options: Intro to Python, AP Comp Sci, AP Comp Sci A
For Marketing Majors: Acting Sequence, Data Science

STEAM
IB Visual Art, IB Film, Directing/Playwright, Acting, Comedy
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Pathways by Admissions Selectivity & Type 
of Institution

Highly Selective Admissions Big Ten and Large Public State School 
Admissions

15 core courses by the 
end of Junior Year

4+ Years in Core 
Subjects
Honors and AP/IB the 
whole way through

All majors - more 
selective colleges are 
looking for experience 
in the major as well

18-20 Core Academic 
Credits by graduation 
are preferred

More selective Majors 
(Business, Nursing, 
Engineering, Computer 
Science) should 
reference Career and 
Major Pathways for 
suggested course 
choices

ENGLISH: Both AP (Lit & 
Lang) or IB Lit
SOCIAL STUDIES: 4 years - 
3APs
LANGUAGE: If Spanish is 
Language, reach for AP 
Senior Year OR IB Spanish, 
French or Mandarin

MATH: Calc is essential, AP 
preferred, IB Math
SCIENCE: 2 years of AP or 
IB Science
STEAM: Pursue your 
passion, show your 
talent/interest

LANGUAGE: 3 
Years (4 Preferred)
SCIENCE: 4 years
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IB College Benefits
● College Preparation + Persistence 
● IB reflects favorably on a student’s transcript 

○ College Acceptance Rates 
○ Common App + College Counselor Comments 

● Many colleges offer scholarships to IB students
● Many colleges offer college credit to IB students.  *The amount 

and type of credit will depend on the school’s policy.*

University Acceptance Rate Full Diploma 

Northwestern 9% 48.8%

University of Chicago 7.9% 60.3%

University of Illinois 66% 90.4%

University of Michigan 28.6% 70.8%

https://pages.crimsoneducation.org/rs/039-NBM-750/images/FL-10-2018-ib-student-acceptance-rates-at-top-us-universities.pdf?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWTJaalltRTJOV0kzT1#:~:text=There%20are%20many%20other%20factors,top%20of%20the%20admissions%20pool.
https://blogs.ibo.org/blog/2014/05/06/scholarships/
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IB Full Diploma Candidate Schools & Credits
● University of Illinois UC- 30 Credits
● DePaul University- 24 Credits
● University of Oregon- 49 Credits
● UIC- 26 credits
● Big 10: Indiana, Wisconsin, Purdue, Iowa, Ohio State, Illinois
● Selectives: Notre Dame, Northwestern, Harvard, Boston 

College, Stanford, Vanderbilt, University of Virginia, USC
● Scholarships/Honors Colleges: Loyola University Chicago, St. 

Louis University, University of Oregon
*University policies vary widely, some schools only award for HL courses

*Many benefits beyond earning credit + diploma: managing long term projects, 
persisting through challenges, collaboration, HOW to learn, global perspectives, 
holistic education, multiple perspectives, critical thinking, high levels of college 
preparation, college acceptance, scholarships
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Resources We Love!
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Future Events
● Wednesday, Dec. 10 - Building your Academic Story
● Wednesday, Feb. 4 - Considering Costs in the College Process
● Wednesday, Feb. 25- NCAA & College Recruiting 
● Wednesday, March 4- CARR Admissions Case Studies
● Wednesday, April 1 - Coffee & Conversation Session 2: 

Exploring Majors
● Monday, April 13 - DePaul Prep College Fair
● Wednesday, April 15 - All School Testing
● Wednesday, May 6 - Coffee & Conversation Session 3: 

Standardized Testing
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On-RAMp 2026: A Career 
Exploration Event for Sophomores 

Date: Friday, February 6, 2026
Time: 7:45am to 9:00am
Location: DePaul College Prep
Objective: Sophomores will have the opportunity to hear 
from speakers representing a variety of industries and careers 
to help them determine what might be potential professional 
interests.
Interested in Volunteering: Check out the most recent 
Coming Up newsletter and complete the Volunteer Interest 
Form, or you can email Kelley Curtin at 
kcurtin@depaulprep.org 

mailto:kcurtin@depaulprep.org

