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Kimberly Lucia School Choice funding

Tucked in a small neighborhood, Stono Park Elementary is a little gem that shines brightly with exceptionally skilled and qualified teachers
and staff who go above and beyond the call of duty. Each and every day our teachers strive to ensure our students receive the best
educational instruction possible. As a smaller school, our students are able to take advantage of more one on one and small group learning
sessions, extra help when needed through tutoring, along with fun and enriching activities to encourage our students to learn, grow, and
succeed. Our students are advancing in leaps and bounds educationally. Our attendance is growing because students want to be here.
They feel safe and comfortable within their school. Our Stono Park families are proud to be part of their neighborhood school. We are
attracting more and more neighborhood families wanting to attend our little school and be part of what we are able to offer their child versus
a larger school. The only thing Stono Park lacks is equal funding, funding we and every school should receive equally. Every child deserves
to have the same opportunities to advance their knowledge and potential. It is unfair that some schools receive funding for world
languages, technology, and other special programing while others do not. This lack of equal funding is discriminating. It widens a gap
between higher and lower income families when there should be a level playing field for all children to learn. Charleston County is ONE
county containing many diverse children and families who all deserve the best education money can buy distributed EQUALLY.

I greatly appreciate your time and consideration to keep Stono Park active and growing because ALL CHILDREN deserve to be EQUALLY
EDUCATED.
Charleston County, you need to do better!
Thank you,

Traci Alter Investing in neighborhood schools

Dear CCSD Board Members,

As I reviewed the CCSD FY2026 budget, I noticed that more than $1.6 million is allocated to School Choice. While I understand the value
of providing families with options, I am deeply concerned that neighborhood schools like Stono Park—schools doing the hard and important
work of transformation—are being left behind.

Stono Park serves roughly 300 students, the majority from low-income families. Despite challenges around perception, our school has
demonstrated remarkable academic growth. Our K–1 assessment data now outperforms many other schools in the district, and the care,
consistency, and excellence of our teachers is evident every day. Yet the district continues to project our enrollment declining to 253
students by 2030, even as nearby choice schools expand. This is discouraging when Stono Park is delivering strong instruction and a
nurturing, community-centered environment for students.

Neighborhood schools like Stono Park deserve equal promotion and investment. If the district plans to invest heavily in advertising for
School Choice, it should also commit to a one-to-one ratio of promotion for neighborhood schools. Stono Park’s exceptional academic
growth—especially in the early grades—deserves to be recognized and uplifted.

Our school’s current “average” rating does not reflect the high-quality teaching and learning happening every day. Families should never
feel they are “sacrificing” by choosing their neighborhood school. To attract and retain families, Stono Park needs district support for
enrichment programs such as arts integration, STEM, and world languages—the very offerings that draw families to nearby magnet
programs. There are currently five choice schools within four miles of Stono Park, all offering specialized programming that we simply
cannot compete with due to limited funding.

Stono Park families are proud of our school’s progress. We want to see district support that strengthens neighborhood schools rather than
unintentionally pulling enrollment away from them. As the School Choice application window approaches in January, we hope the district
will prioritize equitable investment, visibility, and opportunities for neighborhood schools like ours.

Thank you for your time and for your commitment to serving all students in CCSD. I urge you to consider how the FY2026 budget can more
fully support neighborhood schools and the communities they anchor.

Maggie Hughes Stono Park Elementary School

As a kindergarten teacher at Stono Park, I am determined and inspired each day by my students to provide high quality instruction. Many of
my students come from low economic backgrounds and face many hardships outside of the classroom. From a parent who is incarcerated,
suffer from drug abuse, or have passed away. Despite hardships students face they show up each day to school to learn and SURF at
Stono Park. Last year, kindergarten had the highest math scores in the district. We provide rigorous instruction to prepare our students for
the future. Our neighborhood school should not be overlooked but invested in to give our students as many opportunities as nearby
schools.
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Emily Snader School Choice Budget

I am writing regarding the FY2026 budget and the need for equitable support for neighborhood schools, particularly Stono Park Elementary.

The proposed budget includes more than $1.6 million dedicated to promoting School Choice programs. While I understand the value of
choice, the imbalance in promotion and investment sends an unintended message to families: that they should choose a non-neighborhood
school because those schools are somehow better. This is not the message we want to send, especially when neighborhood schools like
Stono Park are showing strong, measurable success.

Stono Park has demonstrated exceptional academic growth—especially in the early grades—yet its “average” rating does not reflect the
high-quality teaching and learning happening every day. Families should never feel they are sacrificing by choosing their neighborhood
school.

To recruit and retain families, we need equitable funding for enrichment programs such as arts integration, STEM, and world
languages—the same opportunities offered at nearby magnet schools. With five choice schools located within four miles of Stono Park, we
simply cannot compete for enrollment without similar support.

Stono Park families are deeply proud of our school’s progress. We want district decisions that strengthen neighborhood schools rather than
unintentionally drawing students away from them. If the district is investing heavily in advertising for School Choice, we urge you to commit
to a one-to-one ratio of promotion and investment for neighborhood schools as well.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Lindsey Grenda Neighborhood School Funding

I am concerned about the disparity between neighborhood and choice schools. In a district that already suffers from defacto segregated
schools the over promotion of our choice schools is hurting our neighborhood schools which should be the center of thriving
neighborhoods. I work at Stono Park Elementary and despite the fact that we have growing test scores, vibrant family events, and strong
academic instruction we lose zoned families every year to choice schools. This in turn hurts our enrollment which affects our funding. There
is a $1.6 million dollar budget to advertise choice schools this year that includes call outs, a choice fair and more, I'm simply asking the
district to do the same for neighborhood schools like mine. Invest in promoting our schools the same way you do choice schools! We have
amazing neighborhood schools across our district that are losing families because we've created a culture that make them feel like they are
missing out if they don't apply for a choice school and worse devastated if they don't get a spot. Neighborhood schools should not be made
to feel like they are the back-up or "losing" choice. Neighborhood schools should be beacons of learning, growth and development in our
neighborhoods that bring our communities together.

Sonya Merz School choice

In regards to funding for the Neighborhood Schools and School choice.  At the very least equal amounts of funding should be made
available to promoting both neighborhood and school choice schools.  As a former educator and parent I have always promoted our
neighborhood schools.  But I appreciate having options for those who want to go else where.  Final answer:  one for one in your advertising
please.

Chelsea Kirkland Equal support for neighborhood schools

HI! My kids are in their second year of school at Stono Park Elementary. We have lived within walking distance of the school since they
were both born. However, when considering schools for them I noticed a trend of the push for not attending their neighborhood school and
misunderstood that you didn't actually HAVE to sign up for the lottery for our kids to get into elementary school. As we have come to know
more parents in the neighborhood it's become more apparent that others have had this same experience as a result of the heavy
advertising of the School Choice and not any advertising by the district for neighborhood schools. Now that we've been more involved, I've
also learned that due to our lower enrollment numbers the schools funding is not where it should be or equal to others in our area. We love
our school and the administration is trying everything in their power to get numbers up, improve programs available to students, and be a
relevant option for neighborhood families. As the school district, I think you guys should really take a good look at the true impact the
money that you are putting towards school choice is taking on your neighborhood schools like Stono Park Elementary. You're squeezing
out these amazing schools and overcrowding others. If you could even consider a 1-1 advertisement plan (1 ad for neighborhood school
tours for every ad for completing the school choice application) I think it would go a long way. Thank you for your time and consideration.



CCSD Board of Trustees Written Public Comment Submission Form (Responses) Form Responses 1

312/8/2025 15:06:10

First Name: Last Name: Topic of Comment: Public Comment:

Gabrielle Bonaparte
Intense promotion of School Choice and
how it impacts neighborhood schools

My name is Gabrielle Bonaparte. I am the parent of two kids at Stono Park Elementary. We live nearby, walk or bike daily and have been
very happy there.

However, with just three years of experience with CCSD schools, I realize sending your kids to Stono Park and not entering the School
Choice lottery is not the norm for our neighborhood.

When you receive multiple emails, see so many posts, and even see a billboard on I-26 reminding you about a School Choice deadline it
definitely gets in your head that that’s the right thing to do as a parent. And that not doing so would be somehow giving your child less. A
shift in district communications could change this perception.

My request is for you to level the playing field. For every post or email promoting School Choice, commit to one promoting a neighborhood
school and encourage families to tour their local school first.

Parents talk, and perception is everything. When I share our great experience at Stono, most people are quickly dismissive and say, “We’ll
just put in for the lottery and see what happens.” One even said, “I know neighborhood schools would change if more people went, but I’m
not willing to sacrifice my kid.”

Stono and St. Andrews have similar immediate neighborhood profiles and use the same math and ELA curriculum, yet Stono serves about
300 students while St. Andrews serves over 700 with annual waitlists. The district’s own projections show the enrollment at Stono Park
down to 253 by the year 2030. I’d like some clarification on how these projections are made and what the district plans to do to support
schools like Stono Park that are making so much positive progress on their own and still struggling to attract families.

The only two bikes on the rack at Stono belong to my kids . Saint Andrews has two full bike racks plus overflow bikes in the bushes each
morning. This is what it looks like when the neighborhood supports the school actually located in their neighborhood. Our neighborhood is
also full of kids, they just don’t go to Stono Park.

There are also 3 other choice schools within 4 miles of Stono Park making the option plentiful and accessible.

I was inspired to hear about Angel Oak’s transformation from Ms. Huggins during the State of the School address for their first ever “Good”
rating which she credited to infusing arts into their curriculum. I looked into it and found out that they received a large grant complete with
comprehensive teacher training to make it happen. An investment was made and it paid off.

Enrichment is what draws families in. Parents want their kids to get the most opportunities for enrichment, engagement and growth so they
go where that is offered. Some of the things offered at nearby Choice Schools are two related arts blocks a day, musical instruments
starting in kindergarten, a 3D printer in a STEM lab, robotics classes, and lots of options for clubs and extra curricular engagement. These
are the things parents are discussing and who wouldn’t want their child to get to experience all of these exciting opportunities? We all
chose to send our kids to free public schools in Charleston, yet the opportunities for enrichment are not at all distributed equally and Stono
Park can’t compete without investment.

Last spring, Stono’s kindergarteners earned the highest iReady math scores in the district, but the school received pushback instead of
accolades and was told they couldn’t share it on the district' s FB page until the data was verified. That’s backwards-  the district should be
celebrating achievements like this.

The intent behind the new weighted funding model is admirable, but at schools like Stono, it replaces losses from low enrollment, and does
not provide enough to add enrichment. Smaller, low-income schools also raise far less through family fundraisers than larger, more diverse
ones. Much less. Talking to friends at ARCAE and SAMS, their schools raised over 90k and 100k respectively from their fall fundraisers
alone.

With a district budget of $1.6 million going to School Choice, I love to imagine what our neighborhood schools could achieve with that same
support.

Thank you for the opportunity to share my opinion on this important matter. I am looking forward to CCSD’s attention to this inequity and
concrete plans to make it right so all the kids in CCSD have the opportunity to be engaged, enriched and thrive at the schools in their
neighborhood.

Thank you,

Gabrielle Bonaparte


