
AHS Parent Newsletter  

December 8th, 2025 

 

Principal’s Message 

Monday 
December 8th 

Tuesday 
December 9th 

Wednesday 
December 10th 

Thursday 
December 11th 

Friday 
December 12th 

     

Periods: 0-6 
 
 
3:30pm Dismissal 

Periods: 
0,1,2,5,SMART,6 
 
3:30pm Dismissal 

Periods: 0,1,3,4,6 
 
 
2:27pm Dismissal 
*AHS Staff Meeting 

Periods: 
0,2,3,4,SMART, 5 
 
3:30pm Dismissal 

Periods: 0-6 
 
 
3:30pm Dismissal 

 
Sports Schedules are posted here. 

 

➢ Finals Week Schedule & Important Information 
Hello AHS Community,  
 

Please see below for our bell schedule covering the week of December 15th 2025. Please note that Monday and 
Tuesday, students are released at 3:30pm, while on Wednesday – Friday students are released at 12:45pm 
(minimum days) due to final exams. Please continue reading below for an important reminder – please ensure 
your students are present for final exams as students may not earn credit on their final exam for unexcused 
absences. Please reach out to your student’s teachers now if you know your student will not be present – and 
please note via EdCode, family vacations are not considered excused absences (more information below).  

25-26 AHS Semester 1 Final Exam Schedule 
 

Monday - Tuesday 
Dec. 15 - Dec. 16 2025 

Regular Monday Schedule 

Wednesday 
Dec 17, 2025- Final Exams 
Minimum Day Schedule 

Thursday 
Dec 18, 2025- Final Exams 
Minimum Day Schedule 

Friday 
Dec 19, 2025- Final Exams 
Minimum Day Schedule 

 

• 7:25am: 0 Period 
Warning Bell 

• 7:30-8:25: Period 
0 Exam 

• 8:25-8:30: 
Passing 

• 8:30-10:30: 
Period 1 Exam 

• 10:30-10:45: 
Break/Passing 

• 10:45-12:45: 
Period 2 Exam 

• 7:25am: 0 Period 
Warning Bell 

• 7:30-8:25: Period 
0 Exam 

• 8:25-8:30: Passing 

• 8:30-10:30: Period 
3 Exam 

• 10:30-10:45: 
Break/Passing 

• 10:45-12:45: 
Period 4 Exam 

• 8:25: 5th Period 
Warning Bell 

• 8:30-10:30: 
Period 5 Exam 

• 10:30-10:45: 
Break/Passing 

• 10:45-12:45: 
Period 6 Exam  

 

https://www.wacc-ncs.org/


Please be aware of our upcoming Final Exam period, scheduled from December 17th - 19th. 

Final exams are important assessments essential for developing and measuring a student's ability to 
synthesize and apply knowledge across the course. This skill is vital for success in future academic and 
professional pursuits. 

Because of their importance, final exams must be taken on the scheduled day and time. Missing an exam 
unnecessarily places a student at a significant disadvantage. 

Emergency Absence Protocol 

We understand that unexpected emergencies occur. If your student faces an unavoidable, urgent 
situation (such as a sudden illness or family emergency) that prevents them from attending a final 
exam, you must notify the student's teacher and the Attendance Office immediately. 

This allows us to promptly determine if the absence qualifies as excused and arrange an appropriate 
makeup plan.  

Uncommunicated (no communication/email prior to or day of exams) and unexcused absences may 
result in a zero.  

Please note that family trips or planned vacations, even if verified by the parent, are not considered 
excused absences under the Education Code. 

Understanding Excused Absences (California Ed Code) 

In accordance with California Education Code Section 48205, absences from school—including during the 
final exam period—are only deemed excused for specific, verifiable reasons. These include, but are not 
limited to, the following: 

Health and Medical Needs: Absence due to the student’s personal illness (including an absence for the 
benefit of the pupil's mental or behavioral health), for a medical appointment, or due to quarantine. 

Family Bereavement: Attendance at funeral services or grieving the death of a member of the immediate 
family. 

Legal and Civic Duties: Jury duty, an appearance in court, or engaging in a civic or political event (limited 
to one school-day absence per school year, with prior notification required). 

Religious Observances: Observation of a holiday or ceremony of the pupil's religion, or attendance at a 
religious retreat. 

Military and Official Processes: Spending time with an immediate family member in the uniformed 
services who is called to duty/deployment, participation in military entrance processing, or attendance at 
the pupil's naturalization ceremony. 

Custodial Parent: Absence due to the illness or medical appointment of a child to whom the student is 
the custodial parent. 

Again, please note that family trips or planned vacations, even if verified by the parent, are not 
considered excused absences under the Education Code and may jeopardize your student’s final grade. 



Thank you for your partnership.  

 
➢ School Site Council 

Our next school Site Council meeting will be January 28th 2026 at 5:30pm, during this meeting we will 
review the school’s emergency procedures. During this meeting, we will review the general procedures, 
we do not go over or release the detailed, step-by-step specifics of our emergency plans because it is a 
safety risk and our priority is the safety of our students and staff. Just this week, we practiced our 
lockdown drill, this is something that we do at least twice a year – but there are other scenarios that we 
also have procedures for. If you would like to join us, please look out for a link that will be shared via 
Parent Square in early January.  

 
➢ PTSA 

Are you a member of the PTSA? Joining the PTSA (Parent, Teacher, Student Association) is a powerful 
way for parents and staff to work together in supporting students’ success. When families and educators 
collaborate, it builds a stronger sense of community and ensures that every child’s needs are better 
understood and met. PTSA membership gives parents and staff a voice in school decisions, access to 
important resources, and opportunities to plan events, fundraisers, and programs that directly benefit 
students. By joining, you’re showing your commitment to making our school a welcoming, engaging, and 
thriving environment for all. If you would like to join the AHS PTSA, please click here! 

 
➢ You’re Invited! Alameda Travel Night – Please RSVP 

Please note, this is a non AUSD sponsored trip 
Dear families, 
We’re thrilled to share that we’re heading to the Galapagos Islands + England & Scotland in Summer 2027, 

and we’d love for your student to join us! 

This is an incredible opportunity for students to explore new places, experience different cultures, and gain 

lifelong skills like independence and confidence. We’ll be sharing all the details, including what we’ll see and 

do, hands-on learning activities, academic opportunities, trip costs, and how to secure a spot at our 

informational meeting. 

Meeting details: 

📅 Date: December 11th 

🕒 Time: 6:30 PM 

📍 Location: Zoom (RSVP to receive the link!) 

👉 RSVP here to join us: https://bit.ly/3M9CgKp  

We’ll also open enrollment during the meeting—spots are limited, and we would love to help you secure this 

experience for your child. 

In the meantime, please visit EF’s website to get answers to common parent questions. EF Tours is our 

trusted travel partner, and they have years of experience helping students explore the world safely and 

affordably. 

  

https://jointotem.com/ca/alameda/alameda-high-ptsa
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fbit.ly%2f3M9CgKp&c=E,1,oYGqj_BlFHgRd77Amx6XDURxy9fUzADn6Y20sKaJcFFrpb37x43wzaXvyuEKk8czjeKJFJsSSAgZQsytDhdweT-aiJzzxQabDfbg2C5Udo2yTOIZoRQ9eI0dDJY,&typo=1


We hope to see you there and look forward to sharing how this trip can be a powerful and unforgettable 

chapter in your student’s life! 

Best, 

Alison Speckels, Hannah Jones and Sarah Noble 

Please note these are a non-school sponsored trips. 

 
➢ Weekly Progress Report (Sign Up Today) 
 
Hello Families,  
There is a new feature of Aeries available to you - a Weekly Progress Report. In an effort to enhance 
communication around attendance and grades, there are 2 changes we have implemented: (1) Daily Tardy 
Notification - you are now notified daily if your student(s) are tardy/late to class, and (2) Weekly Progress 
Report.  
 
You may have to opt into this notification - please see below for more information and we hope you have a 
wonderful day! 
 

Portal Users ↑ 

When Parents log into the Portal a Notification prompting them to sign up for Weekly Progress emails 

appears in the Notifications , if they have not already done so. 

 

An option labeled Parent Notification Preferences also displays in the drop-down menu when Parents click 

on their username in the upper right-hand corner. This allows them to sign up for Weekly Progress Report 

emails for a preferred day and time and adjust their notification preferences at any time. 

https://support.aeries.com/support/solutions/articles/14000051459-how-to-setup-and-configure-weekly-progress-emails-for-parents#top
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn.freshdesk.com/data/helpdesk/attachments/production/14088493552/original/VGaqeMvK_ZDC1_F7bU223xX9fCEa2dHnQg.png?1629487379


 

 

Each time the User logs into the Portal, there is a reminder of the Date and Time they are set to receive the 

emails. 

 

This is a sample Weekly Progress email: 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn.freshdesk.com/data/helpdesk/attachments/production/14020035347/original/x94aw7rGMxmSbNOyfUDB5sYfxOifZ5TBvA?1503961532
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn.freshdesk.com/data/helpdesk/attachments/production/14055441450/original/Y9DVWD8VHC1RgisJc2PeBs97yN5RtBW72Q.png?1571346956
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn.freshdesk.com/data/helpdesk/attachments/production/14088493661/original/77Y5-TQWkpkI3uhOeB1Ks5hrH-52IBvZlg.png?1629487655


 

The email also includes a link to the Aeries Parent Portal. 

 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn.freshdesk.com/data/helpdesk/attachments/production/14059946625/original/xongh2Rwtrq8dR1wIx1x8LEGDvwweYxxFQ.png?1578948115

