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Rationale / Aims of the Policy

This policy outlines the expectations, responsibilities, and procedures for Sixth Form pupils who
drive to school. It is designed to promote safety, accountability, and compliance with school and
legal regulations.

The safety and wellbeing of our pupils is of utmost importance. Pupils aged 17 and over are legally
allowed to drive once they have passed their theory and practical tests. The following policy
indicates the School’s position on the driving of motor vehicles by St Catherine’s Sixth Form pupils. It
is written with the well-being of pupils in mind, recognising the increased risk to new drivers,
especially carrying passengers.

The expression “parent” is used for all those with parental responsibility for a child.
School Procedures
1. Eligibility and Parental Consent

- Pupils must hold a valid UK driving licence.
- Parental consent is required for pupils to drive to school.
- Parents/guardians must complete and sign the consent form provided by the school (on Edulink).
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2. Safe Driving Conduct

- It is the parents’ responsibility to ensure that the pupil’s vehicle has a valid MOT and is maintained in a
safe and roadworthy condition

- Pupils must adhere to all traffic laws and drive responsibly.

- Pupils must be aware of the hazard of driving while tired, resulting in reduced reaction times and
increased risk of accidents. This could happen, for example, early in the morning or after long school or
sports days.

- Pupils should take particular caution when driving longer journeys and/or to unfamiliar destinations

- Reckless driving, speeding, or driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol is strictly prohibited

- Pupils are encouraged to complete a safe driving course

3. Parking Regulations

- Pupils must park in designated pupil parking areas only.
- Vehicles must not obstruct access or pose safety risks.

4. Passenger and Distraction Policy

- Pupils should limit the number of passengers to reduce distractions.
- Peer pressure and mobile phone use while driving must be avoided.

5. Weather Considerations

- Pupils are advised to use public transport during adverse weather conditions.

6. Disciplinary Actions

- Any driving-related incidents will be logged and reviewed regularly
- Breaches of this policy may result in withdrawal of driving privileges.
- Serious violations may lead to further disciplinary action.

Key Roles and Responsibilities

e Head of Sixth form to log and review any driving-related incidents

e Head of Sixth form review policy

e Edulink Manager to ensure Parent Agreements and the Policy are available for new drivers
and parents to access

This policy will be reviewed on an ongoing basis, but annually as a minimum or following any
significant incident or statutory change
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