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Dear Fox Chapel Area Community,

Though the end of the school year is always filled with excitement, I find myself reflecting on the growth, memories, 
and meaningful moments that made this journey together so special. Each day was driven by purpose, fueled by passion, 
supported by care, and strengthened by an incredible sense of community that defines who we are as a school district.

The end of the school year certainly means some time off for many in our school community. It also means, though, 
that our students have gained another year of academic and life experiences. They have dealt with obstacles and have 
persevered through them. They have also grown in myriad ways, and not just academically. I think of the support that has 
been provided to them by our staff members and the guidance given by their families. I think about the successes that our 
students have experienced throughout another year of education here in the Fox Chapel Area School District, knowing 
that it looks different for every student. For some, success can be placing in an art competition, or hitting a three-pointer. 
For others, it’s acing a test or volunteering to make their community a better place. For yet some others, it can simply be 
coming to school and making a new friend.

As another school year comes to a close, I also find myself thinking about the history of the district. I am so proud of 
everything we have accomplished in our time together. We have built upon a rich tradition and foundation paved by 
those who came before us. I’d like to think that they are proud, too.

I want to again thank everyone and congratulate them on a job well done!  Your efforts have helped our students to learn, 
grow, and prepare for their futures. I am proud to see your support of our district’s strategic vision pillars of purpose, 
passion, care, and community. Thank you for elevating our core values of respect, responsibility, and integrity.

To our newest retirees, thank you for your service. You have touched countless lives 
through your work, and the district is a better place because of you! We will miss 
you, and we hope you know that you will always be part of the Fox Chapel Area 
School District community.
I wish everyone a summer filled with health, happiness, rest, and renewal.  
I’m already looking forward to all we will accomplish together in the  
2025-2026 school year!
Sincerely,

Dr. Mary Catherine Reljac 
Superintendent

Each day was driven  
by purpose, fueled by passion,  

supported by care, and  
strengthened by an incredible  

sense of community that defines  
who we are as a 
school district.

A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
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The Fox Chapel Area School Board adopted the 2025-2026 final 
budget at its regular business meeting June 9, 2025. The budget 
calls for total expenditures of $123,187,421 and total revenues 
of $120,709,693. The budget will be balanced via a 2.3% tax 
millage increase and the utilization of a portion of the available 
fund balance. The 2.3% millage increase falls below the 4%  
Act 1 index increase allowed by the state. 

The tax increase reflects a decrease in real estate tax revenues 
because of changes in assessment values and an increase in 
recurring costs related to student transportation.

The 2025-2026 final budget also reflects the following:

•  Increased expenses due to facility improvements 
o  Water/sewer line repairs 
o  HVAC upgrades 
o  Building safety upgrades 
o  A funds transfer into the Capital Reserves Fund to be used  
    toward the district’s multiphase capital projects plan

•  Employee insurance premium increases 
o  5.7% for medical coverage 
o  3% for dental coverage 
o  3% for vision coverage

•  Public School Employees’ Retirement System (PSERS) 
employer contribution rate of 34% for 2025-2026 
o  This accounts for 14% of the overall budget. The state  
     reimburses the district 50% of the costs.

The final millage rate for 2025-2026 is 22.0076 mills. Each mill 
generates approximately $3.7 million for the school district. 
Properties that have approved homestead/farmstead exemptions 
will see an increase below 2.3% due to an increase in property tax 
relief funds from the state.

Percentages are approximate due to rounding

Breakdown of Revenues

Local Revenue (78.29%)		  $94,502,338

State Revenue (20.81%) 		  $25,119,561

Federal Revenue (0.85%)		  $1,027,794

Other Revenue (0.05%)		  $60,000

Total Revenues		  $120,709,693

Breakdown of Expenditures

Instruction (59.11%) 		  $72,820,950

Support Services (29.02%)   		  $35,754,537

Debt Service  (4.70%)		  $5,792,902

Non-Instruction (2.70%)		  $3,332,003

Fund Transfer (1.64%) 		  $2,025,000

Facilities (1.59%)		  $1,962,029

Budgetary Reserve (1.22%)		  $1,500,000

Total Expenditures		  $123,187,421

FOX CHAPEL AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT  
2025-2026 FINAL BUDGET
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Gaming Funds Distribution

On May 1, 2025, the Pennsylvania Department of Education 
provided the Fox Chapel Area School District with the amount of 
the district’s share of gaming funds available for distribution. The 
final budget includes a distribution of $2,552,188. The method 
of distributing these funds, as prescribed by Act 1, the Taxpayer 
Relief Act, will be via the implementation of the homestead 
exclusion. Under this provision, any property in the school district 
that was approved by Allegheny County as a homestead will have 
the lesser of its taxable value, or an estimated $14,821 of its taxable 
value, excluded for the purpose of calculating school district real 
estate taxes for the 2025 tax year. Based on the final budget, the 

owners of the 7,843* properties in the district that qualified for 
the homestead exclusion will receive the equivalent of a $326.17 
reduction in their property taxes. This is an increase of $35.22 over 
the previous year’s reduction. 

Property owners who currently do not have an approved 
homestead exclusion will have the opportunity to apply again 
when the district sends out letters to eligible homeowners in 
December 2025.

*Allegheny County has certified that there are 7,843 approved 
homestead properties in the district. If that number is adjusted by 
the county to include fewer or more properties, it could affect the 
amount of the final reduction.

Without Homestead 
Exclusion

With Homestead 
Exclusion

Without Homestead 
Exclusion

With Homestead 
Exclusion

2024 Assessed Value $50,000 $50,000 $100,000 $100,000
2024 Homestead Exclusion* -$13,524.44 -$13,524.44

2024 Net Assessed Value $50,000 $36,475.56 $100,000 $86,475.56
2024 Millage Rate 21.5128 21.5128 21.5128 21.5128
2024 Tax Liability $1,075.64 $784.69 $2,151.28 $1,860.33

2025 Assessed Value $50,000 $50,000 $100,000 $100,000
2025 Homestead Exclusion* -$14,821 -$14,821

2025 Net Assessed Value $50,000 $35,179 $100,000 $85,179
2025 Millage Rate 22.0076 22.0076 22.0076 22.0076
2025 Tax Liability $1,100.38 $774.21 $2,200.76 $1,874.59

Annual Increase/Decrease $24.74 -$10.48 $49.48 $14.26
% Increase/Decrease 2.30% -1.34% 2.30% 0.77%

Monthly Increase $2.06 -$0.87 $4.12 $1.19

*The homestead exclusion amount is more this year due to an increase in the allocation of state funds. More information about the homestead 
exclusion can be found on the state’s Department of Community & Economic Development website.
• These amounts can be reduced by 2% if paid in full during the discount period.
• Senior citizens may qualify for a property tax rebate program through the state.

Estimated Real Estate Tax Liability

Future Challenges

• Assessment value reductions due to Allegheny County 
assessment appeals

o 	For the first time in 10 years, the district’s total taxable 
assessment values have decreased from the previous 
year, resulting in a decrease of real estate tax revenue of 
approximately $250,000

• PSERS contributions continue to be a challenge for school 
districts in Pennsylvania

o 	The employer contribution rate is set by PSERS trustees, 
not by the district

o 	The district anticipates paying more than $47 million in 
PSERS contributions during the next five years

• Projected multiphase capital projects plan
o 	Projects address repair, replacement, and upgrades of 

equipment and infrastructure of aging district facilities
■ 	The current phase includes updates to the Hartwood 

Elementary HVAC system and interior lighting, 
windows at Fairview Elementary, and upgrades to 
the tennis courts at Fox Chapel Area High School

o 	The current version of the plan includes an outstanding 
projected total cost of more than $30 million spread 
over 10 years

■ 	The district plans to utilize available funds assigned 
for capital expenses in both the General Fund fund 
balance and external Capital Reserves Fund

■ 	The district is looking into additional alternative 
funding opportunities, including grants, as well as 
possibly increasing the district’s debt service profile

Additional information about the 2025-2026 final budget can be found at www.fcasd.edu/about-us/budget.
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Earlier this year, the Fox Chapel Area School District 
hosted representatives from two leading national 
education groups – the League of Innovative 
Schools and AASA, The School Superintendents 

Association.

As part of the League of Innovative Schools Spring 2025 
Convening in March, approximately 100 superintendents, 
district leaders, and educators from across the United States 
visited Fox Chapel Area. Attendees traveled to Kerr Elementary 
School, Dorseyville Middle School, and Fox Chapel Area 
High School. They learned about Fox Chapel Area’s strategic 
vision, which focuses on educating the whole student and 
illustrates how, through inclusive, data-informed instruction, 
authentic learning experiences, and a focus on fostering 
belonging, Fox Chapel Area demonstrates its commitment to 
cultivating a supportive environment where students can flourish 
academically, socially, and emotionally.

The day’s festivities at Fox Chapel Area culminated in “Fox Fest,” 
an event that highlighted various programs and initiatives in the 
district, as well as a Unified Bocce match.

Launched in 2011, the Digital Promise League of Innovative 
Schools is a national network of school districts that connects 
forward-thinking educational leaders.

In early May, AASA representatives visited Dorseyville Middle 
School for a day full of table talks, tours, and presentations about 
various topics, including the use of “zen dens” in Fox Chapel 

Area schools, the district’s environmental education partnership 
with the Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania, math 
intervention initiatives, and the use of makerspaces.

The day at Fox Chapel Area was part of the spring meeting of  
the AASA Early Learning Cohort. The visit spotlighted the 
district’s designation as a national Lighthouse School System  
for early learning. 

“These visits celebrated the district’s ongoing efforts and opened 
the door for even deeper collaboration and growth,” said Dr. 
Mary Catherine Reljac, superintendent of the Fox Chapel Area 
School District. “It was an honor to highlight the incredible 
work of our students, staff, and community, and a privilege to 
learn alongside education leaders from across the country.”

VISITS PUT DISTRICT IN NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT
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During the discoverED 2025 collaborative design 
challenge, an unprecedented more than 15,000 
students from across the state built bridges – both 
in structure and symbolically.

In celebration of the 10th anniversary of discoverED, students 
took on a meaningful task: to create, build, and refine a bridge 
from toothpicks, marshmallows, and tape that would allow 
salamanders to cross a road safely. The challenge was designed by 
Kerr Elementary School computer science teacher Stan Strzempek. 
As part of the joint experience, students worked virtually with 
peers from demographically different partner schools, fostering 
connection and understanding.

More than 500 participating students from the Pittsburgh region 
had the opportunity to engage in an additional STEAM lesson 
and then gather in person for the design challenge at the David L. 
Lawrence Convention Center, Downtown.

discoverED, coordinated every year by the Fox Chapel Area 
School District, serves as the annual kickoff to Remake Learning 
Days across Pennsylvania.

The sponsors for discoverED 2025 were the Allegheny 
Intermediate Unit, the David L. Lawrence Convention Center, 
EQT Corp., the Fox Chapel Area School District, Remake 
Learning, the Richard King Mellon Foundation, and The Grable 
Foundation.

ANNUAL DESIGN CHALLENGE BUILDS BRIDGES
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CLASS OF 2025 GRADUATES

Fox Chapel Area High School graduated approximately 340 students 
on June 8 during a ceremony at Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hall 
& Museum in Oakland. The student speakers at the ceremony were 
Gabrielle Generett and Rohit Velankar, and this year’s address to the 

senior class by the faculty was given by high school English teacher Thomas 
O’Connor. Jonah Kline, Lily Massaro, and Wyatt Muller received Principals’ 
Leadership Awards, given to students who have exemplified leadership and 
have served as inspiring role models throughout their high school careers. 

We wish the Class of 2025 all the best!
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he Fox Chapel Area School District hosted its 
fourth annual free Community Safety, Health 
& Wellness Event in April in Aspinwall. This 
year’s expanded event featured vendor booths, a 

touch-a-truck area, wellness screenings, free bike helmets for 
children and other giveaways, a bike rodeo with police, car 
seat checks, food, and a special visitor this year … the Pirate 
Parrot! 

The event was sponsored by the Fox Chapel Area school 
resource officers, in conjunction with the district’s municipalities 
and their police forces. Local fire and EMS departments also 
participated. 

According to Joe Kozarian, Fox Chapel Area School District’s 
chief of school police, the event is a way for community 
members to meet the school resource officers who work closely 
with students, as well as other first responders. It is also a day 
to provide the community with information on health and 
wellness.

“Our school resource officers look forward to this event every 
year,” Chief Kozarian said. “It gives them an opportunity to 
connect with our local residents and our community first 
responders. The residents of the Fox Chapel Area School District 
communities have always supported our efforts to keep our 
students and staff safe, and this event is a way that we can reach 
out to thank them.” 

SAFETY, HEALTH & WELLNESS EVENT BRINGS 
COMMUNITY TOGETHER
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UNIFIED ESPORTS TOURNAMENT  
A ‘SMASH’ING SUCCESS

For the second consecutive year, the Pittsburgh 
Business Times has ranked the Fox Chapel Area 
School District as the No. 1 school district in both 
Southwestern Pennsylvania and the state.

The rankings, released in mid-May as part of the Guide 
to Southwestern Pennsylvania Schools, are based on how 
students performed on the 2022, 2023, and 2024 standardized 
Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) in grades 
three through eight and high school Keystone Exams.

All the district’s tested grade levels ranked in either the No. 1 or 
No. 2 spot in the region as follows:

Grade 3 – No. 1 

Grade 4 – No. 2 

Grade 5 – No. 1

Grade 6 – No. 1

Grade 7 – No. 2 

Grade 8 – No. 2 

Grade 11– No. 1

“By working together to help make our students successful, 
every team member in the Fox Chapel Area School District 
contributed to this honor,” said Superintendent Dr. Mary 
Catherine Reljac. “Although standardized test rankings are only 
one measure of a school district, it is impossible to be successful 
without dedication, continuous improvement, and hard work 
from everyone in the school community.”

FOX CHAPEL AREA AGAIN TOPS REGIONAL, 
STATE RANKINGS

Fox Chapel Area students and their peers from three other school 
districts faced off in an ultimate showdown at the first annual 
Unified eSports Tournament, held at O’Hara Elementary School.

The students, in grades 6-12, competed against one another 
in Nintendo’s popular Super Smash Bros. The top three students after 
tournament play advanced to the final bout, and all were students from 
Dorseyville Middle School. The winner of the tournament was 
DMS eighth-grader Nathan Ko. Also participating in the 
tournament were teams from Freeport Area and Beaver 
Area school districts, and Pittsburgh Public Schools.

The Unified eSports league was made possible by 
a $35,000 Moonshot Grant from The Grable 
Foundation and the Claude Worthington Benedum 
Foundation, and an additional grant from PlayVS  
for equipment and gaming codes. 
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STUDENT-ATHLETES TO CONTINUE CAREERS 
AT NEXT LEVEL

  wenty-nine recent Fox Chapel Area High 
School graduates signed and/or committed to 
further their academic and athletic careers at the 
collegiate level.

Some of the 2024-2025 athletic accomplishments are:
•	 Twenty out of 27 teams qualified for the WPIAL and/or the 

PIAA playoffs.
•	 Carson Kittsley was the PIAA Class 3A boys golf individual 

champion.
•	 Sarah Pasquella won gold in the 200 yard freestyle at the 

PIAA Class 3A swimming and diving championships.
•	 The boys soccer team won the WPIAL Class 4A 

championship.
•	 Ethan Vaughan was the WPIAL Class 3A cross county 

champion.
•	 Owen Howell placed first in the 200 yard individual medley 

at the WPIAL Class 3A swimming and diving championships 
and Sarah Pasquella won gold in the 200 yard freestyle. The 
girls 200 yard freestyle relay team of Sarah Pasquella,  
 

Grace Kovach, Josephine Stanczak, and Charlotte Rusche 
won a gold medal. The same team placed first in the 400 yard 
freestyle relay. 

•	 The girls golf, girls soccer, girls swimming and diving, and field 
hockey teams finished as WPIAL runner-ups.

•	 The Fox Chapel Area High School cheerleading squad 
qualified for nationals for the third consecutive year.

•	 Four teams – boys cross country, girls golf, girls soccer, and 
boys soccer – qualified for the state playoffs.

•	 Michael Worsen qualified for the PIAA Class 3A wrestling 
championship.

•	 Seven teams were named section champions, and five had 
undefeated records in their sections (boys golf, boys cross 
country, girls soccer, boys swimming and diving, and boys 
tennis). The girls golf team and the boys soccer team also  
won their sections.

•	 Team QPA awards went to the girls cross country team 
(4.15 QPA) and boys indoor track team (4.03 QPA).

•	 The cumulative QPA this year for all boys varsity teams  
was 3.91, and for the girls, it was 3.70. 

Maya DiPasquale – Track and Field
Case Western University

Claire Feczko – Volleyball
University of Rochester

Landon Funk – Wrestling
Seton Hill University

Jackson Hagler – Diving
Bucknell University

Youssef Abdelsalam – Wrestling 
Seton Hill University

Kristofer Bandurski – Football
PennWest California

Matthew Begg – Golf
The Catholic University of America

Shane Browell – Football
Geneva College

Christian Dantey – Swimming
George Washington University
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Jeremy Haigh – Baseball
Wagner College

Brianna Hnatow – Softball
Chatham University

Owen Howell – Swimming
Emory University

Davis Kittsley – Golf
Washington & Jefferson College

Bella Urso – Soccer and Basketball
Franciscan University of Steubenville

Ethan Vaughan 
Cross Country/Track  
Penn State Behrend

Jack Viti – Wrestling
Washington & Jefferson College

Asher White – Basketball
Brandeis University

Jonah Kline – Soccer
Franciscan University of Steubenville

Grace Kovach – Swimming
Franklin & Marshall College

Carson Krushansky – Soccer
Saint Francis University

Antonio LeDonne – Baseball
Washington and Jefferson College

Pablo Linzoain – Soccer
Davidson University   

Douglas Lisotto  
 Cross Country/Track
Muskingum College

Victor Nernberg – Football
The Catholic University of America

Sarah Pasquella – Swimming
University of Michigan

Gianna Patterson – Soccer
Washington & Jefferson College

Franco Pistella – Baseball
Oberlin College 

Margaret Rusche – Swimming
Kenyon College

Maria Stiger – Softball
Penn State New Kensington 
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FOX CHAPEL AREA SCHOOLS

FOX CHAPEL AREA SCHOOL BOARD
COMPLIANCE STATEMENT
The Fox Chapel Area School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, disability, and/or any other basis 
prohibited by law, and prohibits discrimination, 
including harassment, in any employment practice, 
education program, or activity that it operates. 
Individuals may report concerns or questions to the 
Title IX coordinator and/or the Section 504 and 
Americans with Disabilities (ADA) coordinator.  
The notice of nondiscrimination is available at 
www.fcasd.edu.

Title IX: 		  David P. McCommons, Ed.D. 
		  (412/967-2456)

Section 504 and ADA: 	 Timothy A. Mahoney, Ed.D.  
		  (412/967-2435)

Address: 		  Fox Chapel Area School District 
		  611 Field Club Road 
		  Pittsburgh, PA 15238

FOX CHAPEL AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT DIRECTORY

District Administration
611 Field Club Road
Pittsburgh, PA  15238  
412/963-9600 
www.fcasd.edu
Superintendent: Mary Catherine Reljac, Ed.D.
Deputy Superintendent: David McCommons, Ed.D.
Business Manager: Kimberly Pawlishak
Executive Director of Elementary Education and 

Instruction: Ashley Constantine, Ed.D.
Executive Director of Secondary Education and 

Instruction: Matthew Patterson, Ph.D.
Director of Special Education and Pupil Services: 

Timothy Mahoney, Ed.D.
Executive Director of Instructional and Innovative 

Leadership: Megan Collett, Ed.D.
Director of Literacy: Dana Simile, Ed.D.
Director of Student Achievement and Instructional 

Verification: Stephen Edwards, Ed.D.
Director of Ancillary Services: Daniel Breitkreutz
Chief of School Police/School Safety and Security 

Coordinator: Joseph Kozarian
Director of Athletics: Michael O’Brien
Coordinator of Communications: Bonnie Berzonski
Community Engagement Specialist: Jill Leonard

Fairview Elementary School
738 Dorseyville Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/963-9315
Principal: Susan Kreit

Hartwood Elementary School
3730 Saxonburg Boulevard
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/767-5396
Principal: 
	 Rachel Fischbaugh, Ed.D.

Kerr Elementary School
341 Kittanning Pike
Pittsburgh, PA 15215
412/781-4105
Principal: Katelyn Toth

O’Hara Elementary School
115 Cabin Lane
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/963-0333
Principal: Kristy Batis, Ed.D.
Program Principal: Kevin Smetak

Dorseyville Middle School
3732 Saxonburg Boulevard
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/767-5343
Principal: Jonathan Nauhaus
Program Principal: 
	 Laura Miller, Ed.D.

Fox Chapel Area High School
611 Field Club Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/967-2430
Lead Principal: 
	 Michael Hower, Ed.D.
Program Principal (A-L):
	 Michelle Young, Ph.D.
Program Principal (M-Z): 
	 Nicole Smith, Ed.D.

Front row, left to right: Adam G. Goode (2025 – Region III); Eric G. Hamilton, Treasurer  
(2027 – Region I); Marybeth Dadd, President (2027 – Region III); Ronald P. Frank, Vice President 
(2027 – Region II); and Vanessa K. Lynch, Assistant Secretary (2027 – Region II). Back row,  
left to right: Paul Giuffre, Solicitor; Ariel Zych (2025 – Region II); Katie Findley (2027 – Region I);  
Dr. Mary Catherine Reljac, Superintendent; Dr. David P. McCommons, Deputy Superintendent;  
Amy B. Cooper (2025 – Region I); Dr. Jessica Haselkorn (2025 – Region III); and Kathleen Anuszek, 
Board Secretary.

Region I covers all of Sharpsburg Borough and Wards 2, 3, and 4 of O’Hara Township; Region II  
covers Districts 2, 4, and 5 of Fox Chapel Borough and all of Indiana Township; and Region III  
covers all of Aspinwall Borough, Blawnox Borough, Wards 1 and 5 of O’Hara Township, and  
Districts 1 and 3 of Fox Chapel Borough.

School board meetings are typically scheduled for the first and second Mondays of each month at  
7 p.m. The public is invited to attend. For more information and meeting locations, visit www.fcasd.edu.
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